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(57) Abstract

A method and apparatus for aligning in time, and subsequently splicing, first and second data streams representing first and second
encoded signals, which streams have one or more in-points and out-points, meaning places in the streams at which it is safe to enter and
leave without causing undesired loss of data. The method comprises the steps of receiving as input the first and the second data streams
(1, 2), and initially transmitting as an output the first data stream (5); selecting an out—point in the first data stream (1) and an in—point in
the second data stream (2); delaying or advancing the second data stream (2) in order to align the in—point and the out—point at a splice
point in time; switching (6) to transmit as an output, said second data stream instead of said first data stream, at the time of said splice
point. The invention is particularly suitable for the insertion of a second stream into a first stream, without requiring that the length of the
second stream correspond to any distance between out—points and in—-points of the first stream, by delaying or advancing the first stream
when re—entering from the second stream. A variable delay is associated with the first stream, and is updated at the completion of every
insertion cycle dependent on the delaying or advancing. Preferably the invention includes selecting an in—point in the first stream that will
decrease the accumulated variable delay.
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