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To all whom ¢ may concern: .

- Be it known that I, Tmomas M. Houss,
a citizen of the United States, residing- at
Richmond, in the county of Henrico and
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Locks for
Wardrobe-Trunks, -of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to an improved lock
for wardrobe trunks, of that type disclosed
in Patent No. 1,218,048 granted to C. D.
Barksdale, March 6,-1917. ,

It is the primary purpose of ‘the present
invention to provide an internal: locking
mechanism for wardrobe trunks having lat-
erally movable main sections and -a hinged
top section which is actuated by the rota-
tion of the exterior hasp lock to simultane-
ously lock the two main trunk sections and
the miovable top section in closed position
and against relative movement.

It is another important-object of -the in-
vention to provide an interior locking mech-
anism for wardrobe trunks embodying means
for -actuating spaced: locking levers,: which
when the levers are in locking position'con-
stitutes a rigid vertical brace between'the
top and bottom walls of the trunk section.

And it is a further object of my invention

to provide a locking mechanism for ward-

robe trunks which -consists of relatively few
simply constructed elements; positive and re-
liable in their operation;:not liable to easily
get out of order and which may be incorpo-
rated in trunks of the type referred to with-
out appreciably increasing the manufactur-
ing cost thereof. ‘

‘With the above:and other objects in view
the invention consists in the improved com-
bination, construction and arrangement.of

the several elements as will be hereinafter:

more fully described, subsequently claimed,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-

5 ings wherein ‘similar reference characters
designate  corresponding parts throughout

the several views; and in which— :

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view
through a wardrobe trunk illustrating one
embodiment of the improved locking mech-

anism and showing the several parts of the
trunk locked together against relative move-

ment;

Fig.21is a similar view showing-the rela-
_tive ‘portions -of the parts of the locking:

mechanisn’ after it has been’ actuated to re-
lease the trunk sections; - ’
Fig: 3:is a horizontal sectional view taken
on' the lirie 3-—38°of Fig:1; - ’
- Fig:4ig-a ‘vertical -séction- taken ‘on the
line ‘44 of Fig. 1; S
Fig.-5 i view sumilar to Figi'1 and illus-
trating a slightly modified form:of the de-
vice; and: : ~
Fig. 6 is a like view: showing the elements
of the alternative locking mechaiism in re-
lease: position. : .
Referring:in-detail to the drawings and
more ‘particularly to:Figs. 1 to 4-thereof, 5
and: 6 designate the ‘two laterally movable
body sections of the trunk ‘which-are hinged
together along their rear edges in the usual
manner. The trunk section*5 is adapted to
contain’ a‘series: of: drawers “(not shown)
while :the:other ' trunk séction” 6 may be
equipped- with any -approved hanger- sup-
porting:device for the purpose of supporting
a plurality of ‘garment hangers ‘within the
said trunk section.. This:latter section of
the trunk-is further provided with a hinged
top'indicated at:7-adapted to be swung out-
wardly - when-‘the ‘main trunk-sections -are
opened ~and- thereby.: permit of more con-
venient-access to the:garment hangers. It
will: be understood, .of ‘course, that this type
of trunk-is very. well known-in the art, and
constitutes o part of the present invention
which resides solely in the means for locking:
and holding:these several parts-of the trunk
structure in-closed position .and against rela-
tive movement:- This locking:mechanism I
will now proceed to describe in detail. -
Upon-the front wall of the-trunk -section:
5.in spaced relation to the upper -end ‘there-
of; the usual rotatable plate indicated at 8
is mounted;-the:pin or axis 9 of this plate
extending - through - the -trunk wall. - The
hasp:10 which carries-the exterior trunk lock:
is hingedly -connectéd to the plate 8, and the
key actuated lock on said hasp:is adapted
for engagement in a socket plate on-the front-
wall-of the other trunk-section 6; when said'
hasp ‘is'moved to a horizontal pesition and:
swung-inwardly.  To the inner end of the
rotatable’ rod or: axis:-9-'a relatively: short
metal bat 11 is‘fixed-intermediate-of its ends.
Levers-12-are pivotally conmnected to theop-’
posite-ends of this bar 1I-as shown-at 13,
said levers:extending in-relatively :opposite
directions. 14 designates the:locking mem::
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bers arranged in spaced relation to the top
and bottom walls of the trunk section and
pivotally mounted at one of their ends as
shown at-15 upon the-inner face of the front
5 wall of said trunk section. The other or
free ends of these locking members are
formed with the curved hooks 16, said hooks
extending in relatively opposite directions.

At the juncture of the hook extension 16

10 with the body of the member 14, a notch or
recess 17 is provided in the edge of the lock-
ing member. The levers 12 are pivotally
connected intermediate of their ends as at
18 to the medial portions of the respective

15 locking members 14. The extremities of
these levers opposed to the top and bottom
walls of the trunk section are formed -with
the angular lugs 19. - AR

Upon the frent wall of the other trunk

20 section 6 and in spaced relation to the up-
per and Jower ends thereof the keeper mem-
bers 20 are riveted, each of said members
being in the form of a metal bar having a
looped end 21 projecting laterally beyond

25 the front edge of the trunk wall. In these
keeper loopsthe oppositely projecting hooks
16 on the respective locking members 14 are
adapted to engage. S
. A third keeper member. 23 is also fixed to

30 the top wall of the hinged top section 7 of
the trunk, said keeper being in the form of
a metal plate riveted at one end: to said top
and projecting beyond the front edge there-
of. This projecting end of the keeper is pro-

35 vided with an .opening 24 which, as will
more fully hereinafter appear is adapted to
receive the upper end of the upper lever 12.

In the operation of the locking mechanism
above described, the main trunk sections 5

40 and 6 are moved toward each other to dis-

pose their opposed edges in close contiguity,

the parts of the locking mechanism being in-

the relative positions seen in Fig. 2. The
hasp 10 is now swung upwardly to rotate the
45 plate 8, and in such rotation of the plate,
it will be seen that the levers 12 are moved
in relatively opposite directions through the
medium of the connecting bar 11 fixed upon
the pivot pin or axis 9 of the plate 8. The
50 locking members 14 are thus also pivotally
moved in relatively opposite directions, and
the hook 16 of the upper locking member is
moved upwardly through the keeper loop 21
while the loop 16 of the lower locking mem-
55 ber 14 is forced downwardly through the
other keeper loop. The inner edges of these
hooks coact with the ends of the loops 21,
and draw the trunk section 6 laterally to
tightly engage the edges of its walls with

60 the confronting edges of the walls of the

trunk section 5 until finally the ends of the
keeper loops 21 are seated in the notches or
recesses. 17 of the locking members 14.

When the locking members 14 are in the po-:
65. sition” last referred -to; as shown in Fig. 1,

the levers 12 and the bar 11 are in alinement
and the angular lugs 19 on the ends of said
levers 12 have bearing contact with the top
and bottom walls of the trunk section 5 so
that the three bars constitute in effect a con- 70
tinuous rigid - vertical brace between said
trunk walls. When the movement of the
locking members 14 to the positions shown

in Fig. 1 has been almost completed, the an-

gular upper end of the upper lever 12, enters 75
the opening 24 in the keeper 23 fixed to the
hinged top section of the trunk, and in this
manner, the top section 7 is securely locked
in closed position simultaneously with the
locking of the main body sections 5 and 6 of 80
the trunk and relative movement of any one
of said trunk sections with respect to the
other is thus prevented. To complete the
locking of the trunk, it is only necessary to
swing the hasp 10, now disposed in a hori- 85
zontal position, inwardly to engage the lock
thereon within the keeper or socket plate on
the front wall of the trunk section 6. By
means of. this improved mechanism it wiil
be readily appreciated that the two locking 90
members -14 ‘are immovably held in their
locking positions and cannot be displaced by
any jar or shock to which the trunk may bs
subjected. The several parts of the locking
mechanism may. if desired be inclosed with- 95
In a suitable sheet metal housing though the
use of such housing is not essential to the
practical operation of the device. L

In Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings I have
llustrated a slightly modified embodiment 100
of the invention, which, however, is adapted
for locking only the main body sections of
the trunk together, and in the use of which
a separate lock must be provided for the
movable top section 7 of the trunk. In this 105
modified construction, for the upper lock-
ing member 14, shown-in Figs. 1 and 2,1
substitute a” locking member 14’ which  is
directly fixed intermediate of its ends to the
inner end of the rotary pin or axis 9 of the 110
plate 8. To one end of this locking mem-
ber 14 the upper end of a single rigid metal
bar 127 is pivotally connected, as seen at
18". The lower end of this bar is pivotally
connected to the lower locking member 14 115
intermediate of its ends in the same manner
as in the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention. The locking members 14 and 14’
are actuated and moved in relatively oppo-
site directions to engage the keeper loops 21 120
on the other trunk section in the manner
above stated, but in this modified construec-
tion, it- will be understood that as only a
single bar 12 is employed it cannot engage.
the end walls of the trunk, and owing to.the 125
manner of its connection ‘to the locking
members, this bar will not he disposed in a
perpendicular position when these members
are engaged. in the keeper loop. ~ Obviously
therefore as the sectional construction of the 130
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‘connécting bar between the loeking elements

constitutes a more rigid brace to retain said
elements in their locking positions, the first
described = construction is preferable, al-
though slightly more expensive. This addi-
tional expense is however more than offset
by the fact that in the preferred construc-
tion of the locking mechanism the movable
top section of the trunk as well as the body

section thereof are simultaneously locked in

one operation of the exterior lock.

From the foregoing' description taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and manner of opera-
tion of the several illustrated embodiments
of the invention will be elearly and fully un-
derstood. In practice, my improved leck-
ing mechanism has been found very service-
able and convenient as it admits of the easy
and quick locking of the several parts of
the trunk on the interior thereof at the same
time that the two trunk sections. are exte-
riorly locked together. The mechanism is so
constructed, mounted and arranged upon the
inner side of the trunk wall that when the
trunk is locked relative movement of the sev-
eral elements of the locking mechanism is
precluded and they are not liable to be dis-
placed or broken by violent jar of the trunk,
such as might occur in the handling of the
trunk in transportation. In the accompany-
ing drawings I have disclosed the preferred
form and construction of the locking ele-
ments and the keeper members, but it is to be
understood that these parts as well as the
form and construction of the other elements
herein referred to are susceptible of consid-
erable mechanical modification. Accord-
ingly, I reserve the privilege of adopting all
such legitimate changes as may be fairly em-
bodied within the spirit and scope of the
invention as claimed.

Having thus fully described my inven-
tion, what I claim is:—

1. The combination with a trunk having
two relatively movable body sections and a
movable top section for one of said body
sections, of an exterior lock rotatably
mounted on one of the body sections, an in-
terlor locking mechanism operatively con-
nected to the exterior lock and actuated in
the rotation thereof to simultaneously lock
the body sections and said top section of the
trunk in closed position and hold the same
against relative movement.

2. The combination with a trunk having
relatively movable body sections, of a lock
rotatably mounted upon the exterior of one
of said body sections, interior locking mem-
bers, keepers on the other trunk section for
engagement by the respective locking mem-
bers and means pivotally connected to the
locking members and actuated in the rota-
tion of the exterior lock to operatively en-
gage said members with the respective

keepers, the pivotal connection between said
means and one of the locking members be-
ing substantially in line with the axis of the
exterior lock longitudinally of the trunk sec-
tion when said members are in locking en-
gagement with the keepers.

3. The combination with a trunk having

. relatively movable body sections, of spaced

locking members mounted upen the interior
of one trunk section for relative movement
in opposite directions, keepers on the other

trunk section, and means for simultaneously

actuating the locking members to engage the
same with the respective keepers, said means
including relatively movable parts adapted
to extend in alinement with each other
longitudinally of the trunk section between
the top and bottom walls thereof when said
members are in locking position to consti-
tute a rigid bracing connection between and
in engagement with the locking members.

4. The combination with a trunk having
relatively movable body sections and a
hinged top section for one of said body sec-
tions, an exterior lock rotatably mounted
apeon one of the body sections of the trunk,
interior locling mechanism including spaced
movable locking members mounted upaon the
wall of the latter trunk section, means op-
eratively connecting each of said locking
members to the exterior lock whereby said
members are moved in relatively opposite
directions when the exterior lock is rotated,
keepers on the other trunk section for en-
gagement by the respective locking mem-
bers, and a keeper on the top section of the
trunk adapted to be simultanecusly engaged
by the means connecting one of said locking
members to the exterior lock.

5. The combination with a trunk having
relatively movable body sections, of an ex-
terior lock rectatably mounted upon cone of
said trunk sections, interior locking mecha-
nism including spaced lecking members piv-
otally mounted on the wall of said trunk
section, a bar operatively connecting each of
said locking members to the exterior lock
whereby said members are moved in rela-
tively opposite directions when the exterior
lock is rotated; keepers on the cther trunk
section for engagement by the respective
locking members, said bars being movable
into perpendicular alinement with each other
and respectively engaging the top and bot-
tom walls of the trunk section.

6. The combination with a trunk having
relatively movable body sections, of a rota-
table exterior lock mounted upon the wall
of one trunk section, interior locking mecha-
nism including locking members pivotally
mounted upon the wall of said trunk section
respectively above and below the exterior
lock, bars operatively connected to the ex-
terior lock and pivotally connected inter-
mediate of their ends to the respective lock-
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ing members, keepers on the other trunk
secmon, said bars moving the locking mem-
bers in relatively opposne directions when
the exterior lock is rotated to operatively en-
gage said members with the respective keep-
ers, and said bars being thereby moved into
perpendicular alinement with each other at
their connected ends and into contact with
the top and bottom walls respectively of the
trunk section.

7. The combination with a frunk having
relatively movable body sections and a
hinged top for one of said body sections, of
an exterior lock rotatably mounted upon one
of said trunk sections, interior locking mech-
anism including movable locking members
mounted upon the wall of said trunk section
respectively above and below said exterior
lock, keepers on the other trunk section for
engagement by the respective locking mem-

1,251,281

bers, a keeper on the hinged top of the lat-
ter trunk section, and bars operatively con-
necting the lockmo members to the exterior
lock to move said members in relatively op-
posite directions when the exterior lock is
rotated and engage said member with the
first named keepers, said bars being thereby
moved into perpendicular alinement with

each other and into engagement with the top

and bottom walls respectlvely of the trunk !

section, one of said bars operatively engag-
ing the keeper on the hinged top section of
the trunk to 51mu1taneously lock sald top
section in closed position.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in the presence of two witnesses.
THOMAS M. HODSE
Witnesses:

L. J. Housk,
Brrre D. Housk.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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