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This invention relates to a key case.

An object of the invention is to provide
an improved form of key case in which a
plurality of keys may be conveniently mount-

5 ed in the case and selectively rotated from
within the case into operative position. Here-
tofore a key case has heen developed which
comprises a pocket, having a suitable cover
flap, and which has constructions near the

10 ends of the pocket on which the leys are
adapted to be mounted. These keys are capa-
ble of being swung out of the pocket into op-
erative position. Such a key case has been
found disadvantageous in that it is difficult

15 to withdraw the keys from the pocket as the
pocket only has an open top.

Tt is an object of this invention to pro-
vide a key case which comprises a back mem-
ber, and a front member connected to the

20 back member by connecting means on which
the keys are adapted to be mounted.  In the
improved construction the front member has
both sides open, which facilitates withdrawal

~of the key or keys and also their replace-

25 ment, as will be hereinafter described.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a key case which can be conveniently
identified with the owner by means of a
name and address card so that in the event

30 that the key case and Keys become lost the
finder can readily ascertain who is the right-
ful owner thereof.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, which will be made manifest in the fol-

35 lowing detailed description, and specifically
pointed out in the appended claims, refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings
for an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion, wherein:

40  TFig. 1isa perspective view of the improved
key case in folded or key containing position.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the key case
in open or expanded position. ,

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken substan-

45 tially upon the line 3—3 upon Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken substan-
tially upon the line 4—4 upon Fig. 2.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
wherein similar reference characters desig-

50 nate similar parts throughout, the improved

key case comprises a back member 10 formed
of flexible material, preferably leather. This
back member is shown as being approximate-
ly rectangular in form, having rounded cor-
ners, although the exact shape of the back
member is immaterial. A front member, gen-
erally designated at 11, is provided which is
approximately equal in length to the dis-
tance across to diagonally opposite corners
of the back member. This front member is
secured in spaced relation to the back mem-
ber by hollow detachable rivets, generaily
designated at 12. While the separable fasten-
ers, indicated at 12, are of conventional con-
struction, they will be briefly described. Tach
fastener comprises a tubular body part 13
which is internally threaded and which has
adjacent one end two opposed. shoulders 14
and 15 which embrace the front and back
face respectively of the back member 10. The
other part of the separable fastener comprises
a cap or head 16 having a threaded stem, not
shown, which can be screwed into the tubular
body part 13.

As clearly shown in Figures 8 and 4, the
front member 11 is preferably made of two
layers, indicated at 17 and 18, which are
stitched together as at 19 around their edges.
In the upper layer there is formed an open-
ing 20 and in the under layer there is formed
a slit 21, which forms the entrance to the
pocket 22 thus formed between the two lay-
ers. A sheet of celluloid 23, or equivalent
transparent material, together with a card 24
bearing the name and address of the owner,
is adapted to be inserted into the pocket
through the entrance so that the name and
address of the owner may be readily seen
through the opening 20. The opposite di-
agonal corners of the back member, which are
arranged at the sides of the front member 11,
are designed to be folded over the front mem-
ber, forming cover flaps. These corners are
adapted to be detachably secured together
over the face of the front member as by a.
separable fastener, the parts of which are
indicated at 25 and 26, the separable fastener
shown being merely in the form of a ball
and socket fastener.

To apply keys to the key case, the upper
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2
member of the separable fastener 12 is re-
moved by unscrewing the head 16, with its
stem or shank, from the tubular member 13.
_The front member, or one end thereof, can
5 then be removed and a key slipped on to the
tubular body member 13 after which the front
meniber and head 16, with its threaded shank,
can be replaced. The key so applied may ro-
tate on the tubularmember 18-and be caused to
10 assume a position between the front and back
members or to be moved into a position where-
in the key is projecting from the key case.

In this operative position the key case can be’

subsequently closed and used as a handle for
15 the key.

‘The advantages of the present construction
over priot constructions resides in the fact
that the front member 11 hags both of its sides

- detached from the back member.. In order to
o0 swing the key cutwardly from between the
members, the owner may thrust a finger later-
ally between the. front and back members in
either direction. The finger will engage the
-key and cause it to swing otitwardly from be-
25 tween the members.” Likewise the key can be
swung backward from the operative position
“into the space between the front and back
members in either direction. - This is a mate-
_-rial improvement over key cases which have
30 pockets in that it is very difficult and awk-
ward to extract a key from the pocket, espe-
cially if the owner happens to be wearing
gloves. .~ - . .
Another advantage of the imiproved key
35 case is as follows.” 1t is possible to swing one
of the keys into such a position that. it pro-
jects out of the end of the case and then to
fasten the cover flaps together over the front
member 11. When the flaps are thus fastened

40 together over the front member 11 they will

confine the remainder of the keys within the
key case. - This advantage is quité important
where the owner of the key case mounts the
key to an ignition switch of an automobile
45 thereon. The ignition key can be swung out
of the key case and the cover flaps fastened
to confine the remainder of the keys. -Conse-
quently when the ignition key is inserted in
the ignition lock the key case may be sus-
50 pended therefrom and as all of the remainder
of the keys will be confined in the key case
there is no danger of them scratching or
marring the dash board. S
Tt will be appreciated that the improved

55 -key case is of novel, simple and durable con- -

- struction and requires a:‘minimum amount of

-of the space between the members in either
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tails of construction without departing from
the spirit or scope of the invention as de-
fined by the appended claims.

"I claim:

1. A key case comprising a back member, a 70
front member, and means connecting the back
and front members on which keys are adapted
to be-mounted and assume positions between
the back and front members, the space be- -
tween the back and front members being open 75
at both sides and-ends enabling keys to be
pushed out from behind the front member in
either direction, said back member having at
its sides cover flaps adapted to be detachably
connected over the face of the front member, 80
and means for connecting the cover flaps
together, . » :

2. A key case comprising a back member, a
front member, and means detachably connect-
ing the ends of the front member to the back -85
member and on which keys are adapted to be
mounted, both sides and ends of the front
member being spaced from the back member
enabling the keys to be swung into or out

)

90
direction, the back member providing cover
flaps adapted to be detachably connected over
the face of the front member, and means for
detachably connecting the cover flaps to-
gether, ' S

3. A key case comprising a back member, a
front member, means detachably connecting
the ends of the front member to the back

-95

member and on which keys are adapted to be

mounted, both sides of the front member be- -
ing spaced from the back member enabling
the keys to be swung into or out of the space
between the members in either direction, said
front member being formed of two layers se-
cured together at their edges forming a-105 -
pocket between them, there being an opening
in the upper layer covered by transparent ma-
terial, and an entrance to the pocket in the
under layer enabling a name and address card
to be inserted in the pocket, = - -

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification. o _

- HARRY WIENER.
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space_in the owner’s” pocket, it being but - |

slightly smaller when in collapsed or folded
position than the size of the keys placed there-
60.in. Furthermore the improved key case pro-
-vides a means whereby the case and keys can
be easily - and quickly identified with the

..owner by virtue of the pocket 22 and the name

and address card 24 therein.

65 - Various changes may be made’in the de- -
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