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This invention relates to ink bottles, or 

wells and the general object of the invention 
is to provide an ink bottle which may be 
used as ordinary ink wells are used or used 

5 for the purpose of filling fountain pens. 
A further object is to provide a reservoir 

constituting a base for the ink well, and pro 
vide means whereby the ink in the reservoir 
may be allowed to flow into the ink well it 

10 self or cut off therefrom so that the ink well 
may be replenished whenever desired. 
A further object is to provide means af 

vent fountain pens, when inserted in the ink 
I5 well, from being withdrawn therefrom with 

ink thereon, thus inking the fingers of the 
person using the pen. . - 
A further object is to provide an ink well 

and a reservoir therefor, the ink well being 
20 provided with a lateral opening through 

which a pen lnay be inserted and provided 
with a rotatable member mounted within the 
well proper having an ink containing chain 
ber or pocket which, upon a rotation of the 

25 stopper or member, inay be brought into con 
junction either with the opening leading to 
the reservoir or with the opening through 
which a pen may be inserted or to an inter 
mediate position where all evaporation of the 
ink will be prevented. 
Other objects will appear in the course of 

the following description. 
My invention is illustrated in the accom panying drawing, wherein:- 
Figure 1 is alongitudinal sectional view 

through an ink well constructed in accordance 
with my invention; 

Figure 2 is a section of the line 2-2 of Fig 
ure 1. 

Referring to the drawing, 10 designates a 
reservoir which is preferably made of glass, 
though it may be made of any other suitable 
material and which may have any other de 
sired form, this reservoir constituting the 

4 base for the ink well proper. This reservoir 
is formed to provide a cylindrical well 11 
which extends downward and inward at an 
inclination, as for instance, an inclination of 
45° to the longitudinal axis of the reservoir 

50 base 10. - 

fording access to the ink well which will pre 

the opening 12, then a pen may be inserted 

One wall of this cylindrical barrel 11 is 
formed with an opening 12, defined by the 
outwardly extending walls 13 which are 
formed with an annular recess 14 within . 
which is received the bead 15 of a rubber cup 55 
16. The walls of this cup extend downward 
and inward in the general form of a cone 
and the bottom of the cup is formed with a 
slit 17. It is to be understood that this cup - 
is sufficiently elastic and flexible as to permit 60 
a pen to be inserted through the slit 17 with 
out material impediment, the elasticity of 
the cup causing the slit to close. The angle 
of thesides of the cup is such that the pen 
is guided easily into the ink well. 

Opposite the opening 12, which opening 
12 is on the upper side of the cylindrical ink 
well 11, there is formed an opening 18, lead 
ing into the reservoir 10. Disposed within 
the cylindrical ink well 11 is a rotatable ele 
ment which I will call a stopper and which 
is designated generally 19. This is provided 
with the hard rubber head 20 which extends. 
over the flange at the outer end of the mem 
ber 11 and fits closely against this flange: 
The member 19 is cylindrical and fits Snug 
ly within the ink well 11 and is formed at 
one point with the chamber or pocket. 21. 
which intersects the surface of the cylindri. 
cal stopper 19 so that, when this stopper is si) 
rotated in one direction, this pocket 21 will 
come into register with the opening 12 and 
when the stopper is turned in the opposite di 
rection and halfway around, the upper por 
tion of this pocket or chamber 21 will regis Si 
ter with the opening 18. In the last-named 
position, and upon tipping the reservoir 10, 
the ink. Within the reservoir may be caused 
to flow into the pocket 21. Then by turn 
ing the stopper so as to carry the pocket 219t) 
out of register with the opening 18, the ink 
will be cut off. . . 
When this stopper is turned into such po 

sition that the pocket 21 is in register with 
95 

through the funnel or rubber cup 16 into the 
pocket to secure ink for the pen. It will be 
seen that when the stopper is turned, half 
way around so that the chamber or pocket 21 
is carried out of alinement with either of the 100 
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openings 12 or 18, then the ink within the 
pocket is prevented from evaporation and 
the ink receptacle is entirely closed. Inas 
'much as preferably the receptacle 10 and the 
ink well 11 are made of glass, it is obvious 
that the user may see just where the pocket 21 
is located. Preferably, though not necessa 
rily, the stopper 19 will be made of cork, hard 

O rubber, or glass. Of course, the stopper 19 

escape and yet will not so tightly but that the 
stopper may be readily turned to bring the 
pocket 21 into its operative or filling posi 
tion. Preferably, the pocket 21 will contain 
just enough ink to fill an ordinary fountain 
pen. . . . . . . . 
A particular function of the cup 16 with 

the slit 17 is to Squeeze off the ink from a 
pen holder either a fountain pen holder or an 
ordinary pen holder which has been dipped 
too far into the ink in the pocket. 
This device is particularly adapted for 

filling fountain pens. The present type of 

the pen is entirely prevented for the reason 
that the cup 16 acts to squeeze the ink off of 
that portion of the pen above the nib. 
The fresh ink supply may be instantly a C O 

circumferential face of the stopper, the stop 
per being rotatable in opposite directions to 
carry said chamber into a position to register 

brought up into position by simply turning 
the stopper and if a dipping penis used, the 
surplus is discharged back into the bottle by 
another turn of the stopper. 
drying, therefore, of the ink nor evaporation. 

40 The bottle neckis of such character that when 

cork is slightly turned, the filled chamber 21 
is turned off from both the contents of the - 
bottle and from the filling opening 12. At 
the same time, the position of the filled cham 

50 ber may be observed at all times. - 

be limited to this particular embodiment as 
obviously the reservoir or body of the reser 
voir may be of any desired form and many 
changes might be made in the details of con 
struction and arrangements of the parts with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention 
as defined in the appended claims. 
It will, of course, be understood that the 

to ink bottle or reservoir may be initially filled 
by removing the stopper and filling through 
the cylindrical well on which the stopper is 
disposed. This bottle is particularly de 
signed to be used by manufacturers of inkin 

65, stead of the ordinary bottle. 
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will fit the opening in the cylindrical mem 
ber 11 sufficiently tightly so that no ink will. 

ervoir, said well having an opening in its 

is bottom necessitates immersing the lower end 
of a fountain pen in the ink and a very care 
ful cleansing afterwards or else the ink is 
transferred to the fingers of the user. With 
my ink well, this soiling of the lower end of 

cup disposed within the last named opening, 
extending downward and centrally in said 

There is no 

the stopper is turned to a point where the ink 
chamber 21 is directly downward, the cham 

: ber will open directly into the reservoir or . 
body of the bottle, and with a slight tip, this 
chamber 21 may be filled. Then when the 

While I have illustrated one embodiment - 
of this ink bottle or stand, I do not wish to 

I claim:- 
1. In an ink stand, a reservoir, a cylindri 

cal ink well extending down into the reser 
voir at an angle to the longitudinal axis there-.. 
of the Wall of said well having an opening e. 
below the top of the reservoir, and an oppo- . 
site pen filling opening above the top of the 
reservoir, a stopper manually rotatable with 
in the neck of the well and having a chamber. 
therein, open upon the side of the stopper, is 
the chamber being brought into registry with 
the opening leading into the reservoir or with 
the opposite opening upon a rotation of the 
stopper. . . . . . . . . . . , 

2. An ink stand of the character described, 80 
comprising a body constituting a base and 
constituting a reservoir for ink, a cylindrical 
Well extending downward into said reservoir. 
at an angle to the longitudinal axis of the res 

85. 
side Wall opening into the reservoir and a . relatively large pen filling opening in its side 
Wall disposed above the top of the reservoir 
and on the opposite side of the well and oppo 
site from the first-named opening, a rubber 90. 
the cup having essentially the form of a cone 
opening and at its apex being formed with a 
slit through which a pen may be inserted, a 
cylindrical stopper fitting within the cylin 
drical well and rotatable therein, and having 
a chamber formed in it opening upon the 

10: 

with the opening in the reservoir or with the pen filling opening. . . . . 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature. 105 
THOMAS D. HOPKINS. 
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