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This invention relates to cover garments and it
is an object of the invention to provide a cover
garment that can be worn over other clothes in
the nature of an accessory over a basic costume
or as an adjunct to a bathing suit to provide more
elaborate or formal dress. R

If the garment is made of water-repellant ma-
terial it can be used to provide protection from
rain, and it is another object of the invention to
provide & cover garment that is attractive 'in ap~
pearance and that has more style than garments
Which have been available for rain protection in
the past. The garment can be worn over a skirt
as a protection against driving rain that comes
under an umbrella, or the garment can be worn as

“a cape over the shoulders, or as a hood with por-
tions of it covering the shoulders and falling to
the hip line. ) : ‘

When made of water-proof or water-repellant
material, the garment is useful over a wet bath-
ing suit so that the wearer can ride in a car from
the beach or pool without getting the upholstery
of the car wet. In connection with the use of
the garment as an adjunct to a bathing suit, it
transforms the bathing suit into a costume in
which the wearer can go into réstaurants, stores,
and other places where a bathing suit alone is
not permitted or is inappropriate. )

When the garment provided by -this invention
is worn as a hood or cape, the wearer can obtain
full protection from rain by wearing a second
one of the garments over her skirt. The garment
is easily put on and conveniently tied when used
25 an overskirt or when used as a cape or hood,
the same ties being used for all purposes. An-
other advansage of the invention is that some em-
bodiments can be constructed from a single sheet
of material without cutting, and all embodi~
ments of the invention are of a simple construc-
‘tion and inexpensive to manufacture.

One feature of the invention relates to the lo-
. cation and extent to which the sheet material is
gathered near its upper. corners to produce ties
at both ends of the top edge of the garment. An-
other feature relates to an. intermediate gather-

-ing near the center of the top edge to shape the
garment for use as a hood and one that is par-
ticularly suited for pliant plastic sheets such as
vinyl chloride of the order of .004 inch thickness,
for. cooperation with the. gathered end regions
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to control not only the hang of the garment but .-

.to keep it snug at the waist when worn over a
- skirt. .

Other objects, features and advantages of the
_invention will appear or he pointed'out as the
specification proceeds. ‘ Lo
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2 :

In the drawing forming a part hereof, in which
like reference characters indicate corresponding
parts in all the views, o

Tig. 1 is a view showing the cover garment of
this invention spread out against a flat surface,
and with the outline of the original sheet, from
which the garment is made, shown in dotted lines,

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary detail view showing a
modified construction for the ties,

Fig. 3 is an enlarged section view taken on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 2, but showing another modified
construction.

Fig. 4 shows the garment of this invention worn
as a cover over a skirt, .

Fig. 5 shows the garment worn as a cape an

Fig. 6 shows the way in which the garment ca
be worn as a hood. - ‘ :

The garment of this invention is from an in-
tegral sheet 10 of material which is preferably
waterproof or at least water repellent. It is a
feature of the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention that it is made from a rectangular sheet.
This has the advantage of eliminating a special
cutting operation on each side edge of the sheet
and it eliminates waste in the manufacture.

In describing the sheet as “integral,”” the con-
struction is not limited to a seamless sheet. . The
garment shown in Fig. 1 has a seam 12 joining
two pieces of material, this being necessary when
the material used does not come in the desired
width for making the garment. When a seamed
sheet is used, the garment is made with the seam
extending generally parallel to the top edge of
the garment and near the top edge so that the
extra stiffness of the material where it is double
or folded along the seam 12 cannot interfere:with
the natural folds in which the garment hangs. .

Water-repellent taffeta has been found to be a
highly - satisfactory material for the garment.
Other materials can be used, .such as vinyl plastic
sheets. The constructions by which the gather
zones are held together depend to some extent

‘upon the material used; as will be explained some-

what more fully in connection with Figs. 2 and 3.

This garment is made from a sheet having the
original size indicated by the dotted outline of
the sheet {0 and the garment has ties {5 and {§
at the opposite end of its top edge 1. The tie
16 is made by swinging the right-hand side edge

.of the original sheet 18 inward and upward from

a location indicated by the mark (8 to another
location spaced a short distance below the top
edge 17 and-at the lower end of a gather zone 20.
This‘ movement of the side edge of the sheet is
made without shifting the upper right bhand
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corner 22 of the sheet and it results in a gathering
of a substantial quantity of the material into the
zone 28 where adjacent gathers are connected
to one another by stitching 24. This stitching
holds the gathers so that they are distributed
across a zone that is comparatively thin in a di-
rection normal to the plane of the paper in Fig. 1.
This plane will be referred to as the plane of the
face of the garment, though actually much of
the face of the garment exfends out of such a
plane because of the gathers in the material.

The stitching 24 is merely representative of
fastening means for holding adjacent gathers to-
gether with a controlled distribution of the
gathers throughout the zone 2. Other fastening
means can be used, such as adheésive or heat seal-
ing of the gathers when made of plastic sheéts
that can be heat sealed. It has been found that
better results are obiained in heat sealing if the
adjacent gathers are not only heat sealed fo one
another but also to a backing strip 26 shown in
Fig. 2 where the material that touches the suh-
stantially flat strip 26 is heat ssaled to it with
the area enclosed by the dotted rectangle.

The expression “heat ssaled” is used herein
to designate 2 hond mede by heating the surfaces
10 be joined until they melt together or ctherwise
acquire from heating the characteristic of re-
maining integrally united when cooled.

Backing strips 28 can be used geross
front and rear of the gather zone £§ when the
material is thin and additional reinforcement is
needed to hold the gathers together. A backing
strip 28 can be used with the stitehing 24 as well
as with gather zones having heat sealing of the
fathers to one another.

Fig. 3 shows the gathersd material in the zone
20 secured to o backing strin % by both stitehing
24 and achssive 28, the latter being represented
by the heavy lines, Adjacent gathers are sscured
together hyy the adhesive 28 in addifion fo the
bonding of the strip 28 to the gathers that it
touches.

The tie 1§ is made by swinging the -original
side ~edge of- the sheet: inward  and upward
from. o location 29 4o another location . at the
lower end of a gather zone 38, the construction
peing. similar to that already described for. the
zone 26, and being formed withous disturbing the
corresponding upger edge corner 32,

The gathers of the material in ths ties 1% and
16 are not connected with one ancther and are
free to flare outward =s decorabive ends of bows
when the garment.is being worn and the ties are
knotted fogether.  If ties .and gather zones of
less fullness are desirved, the result is attained by
making the garment from @ sheet having side
edges shaped to exiend inward for a distanece at

least as far down as the locations {8 and 38, or-

the sheet may have its side edges cut out.in the
regions -of the locations 18 and 29 to produce
gather zones 20 and 38 or less fullness without
substantially affécting the fullness of the ties
themselves. In the preferred construction, ow-
ever, the garment is made from i sheet having
straight side edges because this gives 2 desirable
fullness to the gather zones and ties, and elimi-
nates thé additional manufacturing step of
shaping the side edges.

When the garment is made -of ‘material having
both selvage and cut edges, the selvage -edge s
placed along the bottom.of the garment since this
leaves the material with a uniform. fexibility

along and above the bottom edge for most effec-

tive draping. The construction shown in Fig. 1

3 both {he :
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4
has cut side edges folded over and secured by
stitching 34.

In order to have the garment fall in attractive
folds in the rear when worn, the top portion is
constructed with a central gather zone 36 where
material from below the top edge is gathered and
secured in place in any of the various ways al-
ready described for the zone 20, but the amount
of material gathered into the zone 3& is pref-
erably less than that gathered into the zones 20
and 30,

In the construction illustrated, the upper edge
38 of the sheet material {@ is folded over and
stitched like the side edges and this folded and
stitched upper edge 38 is further folded over to
bring it down below the center of the top of the
garment. This makes the top edge {71 stronger

- and is-especially useful in garments that are made

from sheets having no fold or other reinforce-

ment along the upper edge 38 of the sheet. The

upper edge 38 is.showa furned down fo the lower
end of the central gather zone 3§ in the drawing,
but the extent to which the upper edge porfion is
turned down at the center may be more or less
than that shown, gnd the points from which it is
turned down may be at the corners 22 and-32,in-
stead of at the gather zones 20 and 39, as shewn.

Fig. 4 shows the way in which the garment is
WOTTL 88 & cover-over g skirt. -The wearer puts the
top 1T around her waist and knots the ties 45 and
1§ together at-one side. A single knot is sufficient
when the garment is made of matarial that pro-
vides a fairly high coefficient -of friction in the
knot. With slippery material, a double knot is
used.  If the wearer dees not want a bow, the
ends can be tucked in at the waist so that they
are out of sight.

One of the advantages of the invention is that
it fits people of different size. If a wearer has a
smaller waist measurement than average, she
can knot the ties somewhat beyond the gather
zones 28 and 30. The knot can be made any-
where because after the ties have been knokted
around one another and pulled together as far
the gather zones, they can still be pulled to-
gether further because the knot gathers the ma-
terial as the material beyond the gather zones
20 and 30 is pulled into the knot. Since one side
edge can be wrapped over the other edge portion
of the garment,; the garment fits just as well ba-

‘Tow the waist on thin people as on heavier cnes,

though the drape of the garment is mare affected
by the knot when worn by thinner meople.

‘The gather zone at the center regicn of the
top edege portion prevents the garment from bulg-
ing in the back and causes it to have the folds
that are shown to the left of the ties over the
upper portion ‘of the skirt.

¥ig, 5 shows the garment of this invention used
as a - cape. The center gather zone is located
‘behind the wearsy’s neck and the fullness on bhoth
sides ‘of ‘this center gather zone malkes the gar-
ment drape gracefully over the shoulders and
arms, as illustrated. The ties 48 and i are
knotted in fromt, near the waist for the most
decorative effect, but-higher up if pecessary for
better protection against driving. rain or snow.
‘The ‘arms can . reach out from under the vape
below the ties, and one of the side edge portions
-overlies the other below the waist.

Fig. 6 shows the way in ‘which the garment is
worn as 2 hood. The center gather zone 3§ .just
above the forehead. leaves a fullmess behind it

-that in effect shapes the igarment to fit the hesad,

and the ties 15 and 16 can he kxnotted together
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some distance below the chin. The garment
drapes itself over the shoulders, and the edge
portions extend inward, one over the other below
the knot, somewhat similarly to the effect in Fig.
5. The fullness produced by the gather zones at
the inner ends of the ties 15 and 16 produces the
folds over the arms, shown in both Fig. 5 and
Fig. 6.

The preferred embodiment of the invention
has been illustrated and described, but changes
and modifications can be made without depart-
ing from the invention as defined in the claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A cover garment comprising an integral
sheet of material having end ties made from
gathered material of opposite upper corners of
the sheet, means holding the gathers at the inner
end of each tie permanently secured together in
a predetermined relation along a short transverse
zone adjacent to the top of the garment and at
a substantial distance back from the upper cor-
ners of the material to leave the gathers of the
ties free, and other gathers at a third zone adja-
cent to the top of the garment and intermediate
the zones at the ends of the ties, means holding
said other gathers permanently secured together
in a predetermined relation at said third zone
but spaced from the zones at the ends of the ties
by portions of the material in which the gathers
from the zones fall away into draped folds de~
pendent upon the contour imparted to the top
edge of the garment, the vertical extent of the
sheet that is permanently secured in gathers in
the third zone being substantially less than that
permanently secured in gathers in the zones at
the ends of the ties.

9. A cover garment for rain or beachwear com-~
prising an integral sheet of waterproof material
having a tie portion at each end of its top edge;
each tie portion being made of gathered mate-
rial extending from a zone at which a portion
of the side edge of the sheet some distance below
the top edge is swung inward to a position just
below the top edge with a substantial quantity
of material gathered between it and the top edge,
means permanently securing the gathers of ma-
terial together with the gathers in predetermined
relation to one another in g zone that is spaced
from the nearer top side corner of the sheet by
a, distance less than the distance below the top
edge at which said portion. of the side edge is
swung inward to said zone, the gathered material
of the tie portions being free to shift the gathers
into various relations beyond the means that se-
cure the gathers at said zones.

3. A cover garment for rain or beachwear made
from a single rectangular sheet of rainproof ma-
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terial, said garment having a top edge along
which there gre located three gather zones, said
zones including a central zone intermediate the
ends of thé top edge and having material of the
sheet gathered upward toward the mid region of
the top edge and means permanently securing the
gathers of the material together in predetermined
relation to one another within said central zone
and into a cross section having a vertical extent
substantially greater than its thickness normal to
the face of the garment, and said zones including
also side zones containing material swung inward
and upward from a region of the side edge at a
distance: below the top edge greater than the
spacing of.the zone from the adjacent end of the
top edge, and means at each of sald side zones
that permanently secure the gathers together in
predetermined relation to one another and with
the gathers of the material closely confined into
a cross:section that has a vertical height sub-
stantially greater than the thickness of the cross
section.normal to the face of the garment, the
side zones of said garment including more mate-
rial than the center zone and each of said side
zones peing spaced a substantial distance back
from the ends of the fop edge so as to leave ties
in which the gathers are free of one ancther.

4. A cover garment comprising a piece of cloth
having top, bottom and side edges, said garment
having ties at the opposite ends of its top, each
of said ties being formed by displacing a side
edge of the material inward and upward from a
point substantially below the top of the mate-
vial and into a gather zone, and fastening means
permanently holding the gathers of material to-
gether in a predetermined relation in the gather
gone at a region spaced inward from the end
of the tie and only at that region so that the
gathers in the tie beyond said region are free to
fold-and shift with respect to one another, said
fastening means jncluding a strip extending down
at least one side of the gather zone across the
gathers, and said gather zone comprising the in-
ward end of the tie.

WINIFRED SPEAR.
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