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5 Claims.
i

The present invention relates to shipping and
display cases, and particularly to such cases to
ke used for the purpose of shipping and display-
ing hats.

In the past it has been customary to ship hats
in round or oval boxes which in turn were en-
closed in large shipping cartons. 'The oval boxes
generally contained a number of hats, usually
ocne-quarter dozen, and frequently the hats were
inverted, the lowest one being supported on a
shelf like structure with its crown extending
through a central hole therein. Each other hat
was separated from the next lower by means of
separators (usually of cardboard) between the
brims of the hats. This mode of shipping was un-
satisfactory for a number of reasons. In the first
place the space occupied by the oval bokes was
great, secondly the boxes had to be packed in the
large carton in such manner that they would not
shift in their position, and, most important of all,
hats shipped in this fashion were frequently
marred due to the fact that the separators above
mentioned bearing on the hat brims marked
them, and sometimes also due to the fact that the
separators became crushed and the crown por-

ticns of the hats came together and rubbed one

upon the other.

. The present invention therefore contemplates
a structure in which the hats are completely sep-
arated one from the other, and are held in defi-
nite positions for both shipping and display pur-
poses.  Moreover, the construction is such that
shipment may be made of any number of hats
ranging from one to thirty-six. Furthermore, in
utilizing my invention the shipping container
may also be used for displaying the merchandise.

It is an object of the invention to provide a
shipping confainer for hats which may be like-
wise utilized as a display case.

It is another object of the invention to provide
such a shipping container which may be shipped
to the user thereof in a kXnocked down form.

It is another object of my invention to make
such a container in sectional form so that a vary-
ing sized centainer may be formed therefrom in
accordance with the number of units of merchan-
dise to be shipped to -the customer.

It is & further okject of the invention to pro-
vide such a.container in which the merchandise

therein will be fixed in position during shlpment 5

and not subject to damage.

Other . objects. and features of the mvention
will appear when the following specification is
considered in connection with the annexed draw-
ings, in which
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Pig. 11is a front elevation of the shipping con-
tainer of my invention;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the container;

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the container;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view
taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1 showing the mode
of forming a reinforcing edge on one of the shelf
like units of the container;

Pig. 5 is a fragmentary view partially in cross-
section showing a cover means for the front of
the display case and showing likewise the mode
of mounting this cover means upon the case;

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view
taken on the line §—6 of Fig. 1, showing the man-
ner of inserting a clip into the shelf structure
for the purpose of holding a hat in position;

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 8 showing the
upper portion of the clip bent over the sweatbhand
of the hat in order to hold it in a fixed position;

Fig. & is a fragmentary cross-sectional view
taken on the line 8—8 of Fig. 1, illustrating the
position of two clips in each hat at opposite ends
of the smaller diameter thereof for holding it in
position as mentioned above;

Fig. 9 is a side elevation of the hat holding ¢lip
mentioned in connection with Figs. § through 8;

Fig. 10 is o plan view of the blank from which
the top of the disnlay case of Figs. 1 through 3 is
formed;

Fig, 11 is a similar view of the blank for one

" of the shelves of Figs. 1 through 3;
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Fig. 12 is a similar view of the blank for the
base of the case of Figs. 1 through 3;

Pig. 13 is a front elevation of a modified form
of my invention, in which tabs are supplied on
the top and on each shelf element and extend in-
to slots in the next lower element or the base as
the case may be;

Fig. 14 is a side elevation of the structule of
Fig. 13;

Fig, 15 is a plan view of the blank for the top
and shelf structures of the modlﬁed form of my
invention; and

Fig. 16 is a fragmentary cross- sectmnal view
on the line 16—i8 of Fig. 13, showing the mode
of inserting a tab on the top or one of the shelf
structures into a slot of the next lower shelf
structure or of the base as the casé may be.

Referring now to the drawings, and particular-
ly to Fig. 1 thereof, it will be seen that my im-
proved shipping and display container comprises
a base 20, a plurality of shelves 21, and g top 22.
The base is generally rectangular in shape and
has a reinforcing ridge on the four sides there-
of.. The exact mode of construction of this base
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is best seen by reference to Fig. 12 which illus-
trates the blank prior to its folding. The blank
for the base 28 is rectangular in shape and has
on each side thereof a flap 23. A score line is
formed at the juncture of the flap and the body
of the blank and a second score line is formed
in the flap at approximately the middie thereof,
thus dividing the flap into the two portions 24
and 25. In addition each flap is provided with
a plurality of tabs 26 which are doubly scored at
their juncture with the flap. It will be clear
that when the flaps are folded along the score
line, ag is illustrated in detail in Fig. 4, the flaps

form ribs of generally triangular shape lying he-.

neath the edges of the central portion of the base,
and the tabs 26 extend through slots 27 in the
base and are kent over to enhance the rigidity
of the reinforcing rib structure. It will be noted
that the body of the base 20 is provided with a
plurality of holes 28 and slots 38 which are used,
ag will be hereinafter described, in fastening the
hats to the hase.

The shelf members 2§ are formed from the
blank shown in Fig. 11 and, although generally
similar to the base described immediately above,
differ therefrom in that the front and rear only
are provided with the triangular shaped rein-
forcing ribs, and the sides are provided with the
flaps 31 which extend downwardly for the pur-
pose of spacing the ghelf from the next lower
shelf or from the base, as the case may be. The
flaps 31 are provided with subsidiary flaps 32
generally similar to the flaps 23 of Fig. 12, thus
forming a reinforcing rib at the sides of the
front and rear of the shelf structure, which co-
operates with the rib formed along the front and
rear edges of the shelf. Since the subsidiary flap
32 is of a lesser height than the flap 31, it will be
seen that when the flap 32 is folded into the tri-
angular shape and seatzd upon the corners of
the next lower shelf, the lowest portion of the
flap 31 extends over the upper portion of the
corresponding flap of the next lower shelf to po~
sition the higher shelf with respect to the lower.
Each shelf is provided with the holes 28 and slots
30 which are identical with the one described in
connection with Fig, 12.

The top 22 is identical with the shelf just de-
scribed, except ag is clearly shown at Fig. 10 the
holes 28 and slots 30 are omitted.

As hags been indicated, means are provided for
fastening the hats securely to the shelves so that
there can bhs no movement thereof, and conse-
guently no marring of the hats during shipment.
The mode of fastening the hats to the shelves is
as follows. Clips such as those shown in Fig, 9,
which comprise a soft iron wire covered with a
paper covering 33 and comprising a T-shaped
structure with a flange bent off at the base as
indicated at 34 of Fig. 6, are inserted through
the slots 38, the end 34 being slipped through
the slot and the clip caused thereafter to stand
upright as shown in Fig. 6. Next the hats are
placed on the shelf so that the clips lie within
the crown portion 35 (Fig. 6) next to the sweat-
band 36. Thereafter the upper end 332 of the
clip 33 is bent over the sweatband 36, as shown
in Figs. 7 and 8, this being done by slipping a
hand through the hole 28 and bending the upper
end 332 of clip 23 over the sweatband, as shown
in Fig. 7, which serves to hold the hat in position
with the brim 38 against the base 20 or shelf 21,
as the case may he. When the hats have thus
been affixed to the base and shelves they may be
made ready for shipment by inserting first the
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base, then the number of shelves required for the
size of the shipment, and then the top member
22 into a shipping carton such as that indicated
by the dash lines of Fig. 3. TUpon closing and
sealing the carton it is then ready for shipment
and will, of course, ke received in the same con-
dition. Upon receipt the top, the shelves in or-
der, and the base are removed from the carfon
and may then be used as a display case by re-
assembling them in the same manner in which
they were received in the carton. Due to the
mitered construction at the corners of members
23 and 32 the entire weight of the shelves is
pressed upon the next succeeding lower shelf
or the hase as the case may be and the shelves
thus prevented from telescoping one over the
other, the shelves being held in their proper po-
sitions by means of the downwardly extending
side flaps 3¢.

In order to protect the hats from dust and to
prevent the handling thereof by unauthorized
versons, a front cover member is supplied. As
shown in the specific embodiments illustrated,
this cover member comprises a shade which may
be of “Cellophane” or like transparent material
(see Figs. 1, 3 and 5). This shade 48 is mounted
on an ordinary spring actuated shade roller 41
which is supported in brackets 42, these brackets
being foermed from a sheet of light weight metal
or the like and having the flanges 43 and 44 bent
therefrom as shown particularly in Fig. 5. Prop-
erly spaced from flange 43 is a hole through mem-
kber 44 through which a nail 43 may be inserted
so that it lies immediately behind the vertical
portion of the front reinforcing rib or flap 23
of the top member 22. The shade 49 may bhe
“Cellophane” or like material and is supplied with
a pull ring 48 in order that it may be readily
raised and lowered.

A modified form of my invention is shown in
Figs. 13 through 18. The modification consists
in this that the flaps 3{ of the shelf and top
members are provided with tabs 45 and the co-
operating shelves and base member are supplied
with slots 47, as is hest seen by referring to Fig.
15 which shows the blank before folding. Also,
the flaps 3! are slit adjacent the ends of the
tabs 48 so that the tabs are effectively of greater
length than would otherwise be the case, in order
that, as shown in Fig. 16, the tabs 4§ may be
inserted in the slots 47 of the next lower mem-
ber while the ends of the flaps 32 after folding
into their triangular reinforcing form may set
squarely upon the corners of the members 20
and 2!. Tt will be readily seen that this construc-
tion makes it possible to move the assembled
base, shelves and top as a unit, and therefore
simplifies the shipping of the unit since it may be
inserted sidewise into a sleeve as shown in Fig, 14,
and therefore does nct need to he disassembled
and reassembled upon receipt. In addition, of
course, there is a considerable saving in that the
shipping carton is reduced to the form of a sim-
ple cardboard sleeve.

‘While I have described the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, it will be understood that
various modifications may be made without de-
parting therefrom. Consequently I desire to be
limited not by the foregoing description, but
solely by the aprended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A shelf section for a shipping and display
container comprising a central rectangular por-
tion, reinforcing ribs of triangular cross-section
at the front and rear edges of said central por-
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tion, depending flanges at the side edges thereof,
reinforcing ribs of generally ftriangular cross-
section at the front and rear edges of each of
said depending flanges, said reinforcing ribs ter-
minating short of the free ends of the flanges
whereby the ribs are adapted to seat upon the
central portion of a similar shelf with the lower
edges of the flanges overlying the upper edges
of similar flanges on said next lower shelf, said
central porticn being provided with a plurality
of holes and slots immediately adjacent the
periphery of said holes, said slots being adapted
to the insertion of means for holding an article
of merchandise to the shelf.

2. A shelf section for a hat shipping and dis-
play container comprising a central rectangular
portion, reinforcing ribs of triangular cross-sec-
tion at the front and reair edges of said central
porticn, depending flanges at the side edges there-
of, reinforcing ribs of generally triangular cross-
section at the front and rear edges. of each of
said depending flanges, said reinforcing ribs ter-
minating short of the iree ends of the flanges
whereby the ribs are adapted to- seat upon the
central portion of a similar shelf with the lower
edges of the flanges overlying the upper edges
of similar flanges on said next lower shelf, said
central portion being provided with a plurality of
holes and slots immediately adjacent the periph-
ery of said holes, said slots being adapted to re-
ceive clips which extend therethrough adjacent
to the sweatband of a hat placed on the shelf
with its periphery coaxial with the periphery of
said hole, said clips being bent over the sweat-~
band of the hat to hold it to the shelf.

3. A blank for a top section of a shipping and
display container comprising a central rectangu-
lar portion, side flanges formed thereon by scor-
ing, front and rear flaps formed thereon likewise
by scoring, said front and rear flaps being scored
substantially centrally thereof, tabs on said front
and rear flanges, 5aid tabs being doubly scored
adjacent their juncture with the body of the
flange, slots in said central portion adapted to co-
operate with said tabs when said flaps are folded
along said score lines to form reinforcing ribs,
flaps on the front and rear edges of said side
flanges, said flaps being scored at their juncture
with the side flange and likewise scored interme-
diate their width, tabs on said flaps; said tabs
being doubly scored at their juncture with the
corresponding flaps, and slots in the side flaps
adapted to cooperate with said tabs when said
flaps are folded to form reinforcing edges, said
flaps -of said side flanges being of lesser extent
than the body thereof.

4. A blank for a shelf section of a shipping
and display container comprising a central rec-
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tangular portion, side flanges formed thereon by
scoring, front and rear flaps formed thereon like-
wise by scoring, said front and rear flaps being
scored. substantially centrally thereof, tabs on
said front and rear flanges, said tabs being doubly
scored adjacent their juncture with the body of
the flange, slots in said central portion adapted
to cooperate with said tabs when said flaps are
folded along said score lines to form reinforcing
ribs, flaps on the front and rear edges of said side
flanges, said flaps being scored at their juncture
with the side flange and likewise scored inter-
mediate their width, tabs on said flaps, said tabs
being doubly scored at their juncture with the
corresponding flaps, and slots in the side flanges
adapted to cooperate with said tabs when said
flaps are folded to form reinforcing edges, said
flaps of said side flanges being of lesser extent
than the body thereof, said cenfral portion of
said blank having a plurality of holes therein,
each said hole having a plurality of slots adja-
cent the periphery thereof.

5. A blank for a base of a shipping and display
container comprising a central rectangular por-
tion, front, side and rear flaps thereon, each said
flap being scored at its juncture with a central
portion, and each said flap being scored at a

~ point substantially intermediate its width, a plu-
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rality of tabs on each of said flaps, each said tab
being doubly scored at its point of juncture with
the flap, slots in the central portion in align-
ment with each of said tabs whereby said flaps
may be folded along their score lines to form re-
inforcing ribs of generally triangular cross-sec-
tion on the edges of said central portion and said
tabs placed through the slots and folded over to
retain said flaps in place, and a plurality of holes
in said central portion, each said hole having a
plurality -of slots adjacent the periphery thereof.
JOHN E. SACKS.
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