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1. 
This invention relates to table tops adapted for 

use on card tables and the like to convert a 
square table, normally seating four persons, to a 
round table, around which six or more persons 
can conveniently seat in playing games or in 
Serving refreshments. More particularly, the in 
vention deals with a collapsible table top of the 
character described, which can be compactly 
folded into a quarter section, thus taking up a 
minimum amount of Space for shipment and 
St0rage. The novel features of the invention Will 
be best understood from the following descrip 
tion, when taken together with the accompany 
ing drawing, in which certain embodiments of 
the invention are disclosed and, in which, the 
Separate parts are designated by suitable refer 
ence characters in each of the views and, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a bottom perspective view illustrat 
ing a use of a table top made according to my 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing the table 
top on an enlarged scale from that shown in Fig. 
1 with parts collapsed into the quarter section. 

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2 
On an enlarged scale. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, the section 
being on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 5 is a section on the line 6-5 of Fig. 1 
Omitting the table portion. 
To illustrate one adaptation and use of my 

invention, I have shown at 0, in Fig. 1, a card 
table having four legs and, at 2, is shown one 
of my improved round table tops. The table top 
2 is formed from four quarter sections which 
are designated at 3, 4, 5 and f6 in Figs. 3 and 
4 of the drawing. These sections can be com 
posed of any Suitable material and, in the more 
economical constructions, will be formed of cor 
rugated-board having upper and lower facings 
thereon, as indicated at 3', 4', 5' and 6'. 
The Outer edge portions of all of the sections 

3, and 6, inclusive, have binding strips, as in 
dicated at 7, in order to finish and reinforce 
these edgeS. In the construction shown, one 
Straight edge portion of each Section. Will be 
designated by the reference character 8, note 
Fig. 3, and the other straight edge portion is 
designated by the reference character 9. At 
the edge portion 8, the sections 4 and 5 are 
hinged together, this hinge being formed by two 
hinge strips 20, 2 in the construction shown. 
The strip 20 joins. Outer and edge Surfaces of 
the sections 4 and 5; whereas the hinge strip 
2 joins adjacent surfaces. The straight edge 

O 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

SS 

2 
portions 8 of the sections 3 and is have 
ing strips T', similar to the strips T. 

Considering now the straight edge portions f9 
of the sections, here it will be noted that two 
hinge strips 20, 20' are employed which are 
similar to the strips 20. The strip 20 hingedly 
couples the sections 3 and 4; whereas the strip 
20' hingedly couples the sections 5 and 6. 
These pairs of sections are further joined at ad 
jacent surfaces by hinge strips, similar to the 
strip 2, as at 2' and 2'. 
As heretofore stated, the construction shown 

is of a simple, lightweight and economical con 
struction, but in more expensive types of table 
tops, different hinge constructions can be em 
ployed. - - - 

With the structure shown, it will appear that 
the sections 3 and 6 can be extended with re 
spect to the sections 4 and 5 on the hinges 20, 
20', thus producing a half-round double thick 
ness arrangement of the construction, after 
which the parts can be extended into the round 
Construction by SWinging movement of the sec 
tions 4 and 5, one with respect to the other on 
the hinge 20. As a result of this operation, the 
corner portions 22 and 22' of the sections 3 and 
6 will be disposed in abutting relationship to 

each other, as indicated in Fig. 1. 
I employ on One of these corner portions, for 

example, the corner portion 22', a U-shaped clip 
23 which has a frictional engagement with the 
edge of both sections 3 and f 6 and can nor 
mally be retained Within boundaries of the co 
ner portion 22, indicated in Fig. 2. However, 
when the Sections are extended, the clip 23 is 
moved onto the corner portion 22 to lap the joint 
and thus reinforce and retain the Sections 3 and 
f6 against relative movement. 
About centrally of each of the Sections 3-6, 

adjacent the outer rounded edges thereof, are se 
cured retaining units 24, all of which are of the 
same construction and, in Fig. 5 of the drawing, 
I have shown a Section through One of said units. 
Each unit comprises a thin and relatively soft 
textured board 25 and a heavier fibre-board 26, 
both of which have transverse apertures, as at 
27, adjacent end portions thereof, through which 
end portions of an elastic strap 28 are passed. 
The strap end portions 29 are brought onto the 
lower Surface of the strip 25 and are secured 
thereto in the manner indicated in Fig. 5. The 
strips 25 and 26 are further adhesively secured 
together, as indicated at 30, and the complete 
tunit is adhesively secured to the respective sec 
tions, as indicated at 3. 
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It will be understood that the unit 24 is se 

cured to the facing sheet 6' which sheet is, in 
turn, adhesively or otherwise secured to the 
body portion of the section 6. The elastics 28 
provide a simple method of attaching the vari 
ous sections to corner portions of the table O 
in the mainer diagrammatiaclly illustrated in Fig. 
1 of the drawing. This holds the various Sec 
tions down firmly upon the table and also re 
tains the table top against shifting displacement 
with respect to the table. By virtue of the hinge 
construction employed, the various sections are 
foldable into the quarter form shown in Fig. 2 
which simplifies storage and packaging of the 
complete table top. 

Having fully described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is: 
1. A collapsible card table top, comprising 

four similar paperboard quarter Sections, adja 
cent side edge portions of the quarter Sections 
being hinged together by strip hinges in such 
manner as to leave one of the adjacent edges 
of two sections free, means freely slidable on 
and bridging peripheral edge portions of said 
last named free sections where they abut to 
hold said sections together in forming an ex 
tended table top, means on the lower surface of 
each section centrally intermediate side edge 
portions thereof for securing the sections to the 
corner portion of a card table, said last named 
means comprising a unit consisting of two elon 
gated apertured strips, an elastic strap having 
its ends extending through the apertures of said 
Strips, Said strips being Secured together, and 
means adhesively securing the unit to the lower 
Surface of a section. 

2. A round table top of the class described, 
Comprising four paperboard sections having 
curved outer peripheral edges, each section hav 
ing upper and lower facings, said sections being 
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4. 
hingedly coupled at their adjacent side edges 
and free at side edges of two sections to dispose 
Said sections one upon the other in collapsing 
thereof forming a package defined by the contour 
of One Section and thickness of the combined 
Sections, a curved U-shaped clip frictionally and 
slidably mounted on peripheral edges of said free 
Sections for Securing said free sections together, 
when the table top is in set-up condition, means 
Overlying outer edges of both facings for rein 
forcing peripheral edges of all of said sections, 
the hinge coupling between said sections com 
prising hinge strips secured to upper and lower 
Surfaces of the sections, elastic bands on the 
lower Surface of each section centrally interme 
diate side edges thereof for securing the table top 
to a Supporting table, and strips adhesively se 
cured to Said bands and to the lower surface of 
Said Sections for Securing the bands in position. 

HARRY DERMAN. 
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