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This invention relates to bottle carriers, and 
more particularly to a carrier adapted for use in 
the handling of milk bottles. 
An object of this invention is to provide a car 

tier which is exceedingly light in construction 
but at the same time sufficiently strong to carry 
the desired quantity of bottles so that there will 
be a minimum of handling of the bottles by the delivery man. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a carrier of this kind which is so constructed that 
it will eliminate the necessity of the removal sep 
arately by the delivery man of each bottle from 
the crate in which the bottles are normally placed when being transported. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide a carrier of this type which is so constructed 
that certain of the bottles disposed in the car 
rier can be released therefrom while others in the 
carrier will be held against release. 
The above and various other objects and ad 

Vantages of this invention will in part be de 
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Scribed and in part be understood from the fol 
lowing detailed description of the present pre 
ferred embodiment, the same being illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing wherein:-- 

Figure i is a detail top plan view of a carrier 
constructed according to the preferred embodi 
ment of this invention. 

Figure 2 is a detail side elevation of the device 
showing in dotted lines a number of bottles dis 
posed in the carrier. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 
3-3 of Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawing wherein like charac 
ters of reference designate corresponding parts 
throughout the views, the letter F designates gen 
erally a rectangular frame structure which is 
constructed of a single piece of wire, the ends of 
which are suitably welded or otherwise secured 
together to form a closed frame. The sides 
of this frame F are provided at spaced intervals 
With outwardly offset curved portions . 
A Substantially U-shaped bracing member 2 

is Secured in upstanding position with the frame 
Fas by spot welding f3 or the like, and the paral 
lel legs of these U-shaped bracing members 32 
are disposed at the outermost point of the curved 
portions , so that when the bottles are disposed 
in the frame F, the bracing members 2 will also 
act as a stop.or limiting means to limit the lower 
ing of the frame over the top of the bottles. A 
hinge bar or pintle f4 extends longitudinally of 
the frame F, being secured as by spot welding or 
the like, to the ends S of the frame. 

(C. 294-8) 
Transversely extending bracing members 6 are 

Secured at each end to the side frame members 
and are disposed at points intermediate the 

curved bottle engaging portions of the frame 
so as to hold the side frame members from 5 
spreading. These intermediate bracing members 
its are provided at substantially the central point 
with loops 7 engaging about the hinge bar 4. 
A Swingable bottle locking means, generally 

designated as 8, is mounted on the hinge bar 10 
a 3. This locking member 8, in the present in 
stance, is constructed in the form of an elongated 
plate 9 provided at spaced intervals with cut out 
portions 29 which are complementary to the out 
wardly offset portions so that the neck of a 5 
bottle will be loosely received between the offset 
portion and the cut out portion. 20. These 
plates 9 are provided with hinge barrels 2 en 
gaging the hinge bar A. In practice, there are 
two of these locking members 8, one on each side 20 
of the hinge bar 4, so that two parallel rows of 
bottles can be releasably disposed in the frame F. 
A handle H of substantially U-shaped con 

struction is secured to each locking member 8, 
and the free ends of the parallel legs 22 of the 25 
handle H are preferably bent inwardly, as at 23, 
and disposed beneath the locking member 9 and 
secured thereto as by welding, soldering, or the 
like. There is a handle H for each locking bar, 
and these handles are disposed in side by side 30 
relation so that when the carrier has bottles dis 
posed therein, these two handles may be grasped 
as a unit and the gripping of the handles will 
hold the handles in locking position so as to pre 
vent the bottles B from being released from the 35 
frame. 

In the use of this carrier, the frame F is dis 
posed over the desired bottles in a crate, or bot 
les which are placed in one or more rows, and 
the U-shaped embers 2 at each end of the 40 
frame F are grasped in the hand and the han 
dles H released. These handles H are so disposed 
that when they are released, they will gravitat 
ingly swing outwardly into released position and 
carry therewith the locking members 8. The 45 
frame F can then be lowered over the tops of 
the bottles, whereupon the handles H are drawn 
together, thereby swinging the locking members 
8 into locked position and in this position, the 
rims R. of the bottles B will be disposed on the 50 
top of the frame F and the top of the locking 
members 8. When it is desired to release the 
bottles from at least one side of the frame F, one 
of the handles H. can be released and the other 
held in the hand, whereupon the weight of the 
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bottles and the weight of the released handle H. 
will release the bottles on One side of the frame 
therefron. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that it 
will not be necessary for the delivery man to 
touch the tops of the bottles with his hands in 
removing the bottles from the crate, nor will it . 
be necessary for the delivery man to touch the 
empty bottles with his hands, as this carrier can 
be readily lowered over the tops of the empty 
bottles as well as the full bottles. 

It is, of course, understood that various changes 
and modifications may be made in the details of 
construction and design of the above specifically 
described embodiment of this invention without 
departing from the spirit thereof, such changes 
and modifications being restricted only by the 
scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A carrier as set forth, comprising a Sub 

stantially rectangular frame having curved bottle 
engaging portions, a bar extending longitudinally 
of the frame in substantially the transverse Cen 
ter thereof and secured at its ends to the ends 
of the frame, a pair of bottle locking members 
extending longitudinally of the frame and pivot 
ally secured to the bar in opposed relation, and 
a pair of carrying handles secured one to each 
locking member, each carrying handle compris 
ing a U-shaped member having OutWardly ex 
tending obtusely related lower portions on the 
free legs thereof, each lower portion having a 
reverted and substantially horizontally disposed 
extension Secured to and extending transversely 
of a locking member whereby to overbalance each 
handle in an outward direction to cause a locking 
member to gravitatingly swing to released posi 
tion upon release of a handle. 

2. A carrier as set forth, comprising a Sub 
stantially rectangular frame having curved bottle 
engaging portions, a bar extending longitudinally 
of the frame in substantially the transverse Cen 
ter thereof and secured at its ends to the ends 
of the frame, a pair of bottle locking members 
extending longitudinally of the frame and pivot 
ally secured to the bar in opposed relation and 
a pair of carrying handles Secured one to each 
locking member, each carrying handle compris 
ing a U-shaped member having outwardly ex 
tending obtusely related lower portions on the 
free legs thereof, each lower portion having a 
reverted and substantially horizontally disposed 

2,007,064 
extension secured to the under side of the locking 
member and extending transversely thereof 
whereby to overbalance each handle in an out 
Ward direction upon release of the handle to 
cause a locking member to gravitatingly swing 
to released position. 

3. A carrier as set forth, comprising a sub 
stantially rectangular frame having curved bottle 
engaging portions, a bar extending longitudinally 
of the frame in substantially the transverse Cen 
ter thereof and secured at its ends to the ends 
of the frame, a pair of bottle locking members 
extending longitudinally of the frame and pivot 
ally secured to the bar in opposed relation and 
a pair of carrying handles secured one to each 
locking member, each carrying handle compris 
ing a U-shaped member having outwardly ex 
tending lower portions on each free leg thereof 
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whereby to dispose the upper portion of the two 
handles in substantially side by side relation, 
each lower portion having a reverted and Sub 
stantially horizontally disposed extension secured 
to and extending transversely of a locking men 
ber whereby to overbalance each handle in an 
outward direction to cause a locking member to 
gravitatingly swing to released position upon re 
lease of a handle. 

4. A carrier as set forth, comprising a sub 
stantially rectangular frame having opposed bot 
tle engaging portions, a bar extending longitudi 
nally of the frame in substantially the transverse 
?center thereof and Secured at its ends to the 
ends of the frame, a pair of bottle locking mem 
bers extending longitudinally of the frame and 
pivotally secured to the bar in opposed relation, 
a pair of carrying handles Secured one to each 
locking member, each carrying handle compris 
ing a U-shaped member having outwardly ex 
tending lower portions on the free legs thereof, 
each lower portion having a reverted and Sub 
stantially horizontally disposed extension secured 
to and extending transversely of a locking mem 
ber whereby to overbalance each handle in an 
outward direction to cause a locking member to 
gravitatingly swing to released position upon re 
lease of a handle, and a bottle limiting member 
secured to the frame and overlying the curved 
portions thereof for engagement with the upper 
end of a bottle to limit the insertion of a bottle 
in the frame. 

WILLIAM SHERMAN SHIPLEY. 
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