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UNITED STATES 

2,019,137 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,019,137 

KNOCKDOWN CABINET FIXTURE 
Marriott T. Johnston, Chicago, Ill., assignor to 
Walgreen Co., Chicago, Ill., a corporation of 
Illinois 
Application May 5, 1932, Serial No. 609,534 

1. Claim. (C1, 312-108) 
This invention relates to cabinet structures and 

more particularly to Sectional cabinets of the 
knockdown type. 

It contemplates more especially the provision 
of complemental sections capable of ready as 
Sociation and dismantling to provide wall cabinets 
of variable dimensions and extent. 
Wall cabinets are generally employed as a 

necessary fixture in stores merchandising a 
variety of commodities, and especially in drug 
Stores behind the soft drink and sandwich counter. 
Known types of cabinets have not proven satis 
factory from an installation and removal stand 
point, since these are usually built specially for 
individual stores to meet the dimensional re 
quirements thereof. Stores vary in size and lay 
Out So that it proves very difficult to adapt a 
standard cabinet structure to different situa 
tions and stores owing to the great variation in 
the dimensional extent and requirements thereof. 
Specially built fixtures are exceedingly expensive, 
and prove more or less useless should there be a 
necessity for dismantling or removal for use in 
another store, situation or location. 
This has proven very serious in chain store 

Operation, since there is often a requirement or 
necessity to change location of Stores So that the 
removal of fixtures from one for utilization in an 
other would prove more advantageous in the new 
location. Then, too, the cost of manufacturing 
standard units on a production basis is consid 
erably less than building fixtures of special design 
and dimensional extent for particular situations. 
Standardization in fixtures to enable inter 
changeability and the extension thereof by dupli 
cation of units is of Substantial significance and 
importance to economically meet modern com 
mercial requirements in retail merchandising. 
One object of the present invention is to simpli 

fy the construction and improve the usefulness of 
fixtures of the character mentioned. 
Another object is to provide novel sectional 

units capable of ready assembly into cabinet 
structures of varying size and dimensional extent. 

Still another object is to provide simple and ef 
fective means for maintaining Sectional cabinet 
units in aligned connected relation. 
A further object is to provide standard cabinet 

units of novel and less expensive construction. 
A Still further object is to provide means for 

effectively joining and maintaining the confront 
ing units of a cabinet structure in rigid assembled 
relation. 

Still a further object is the provision of standard 
cabinet units capable of ready assembly and dis 

mantling to enable the use thereof in different 
Situations and Store locations to meet varying re 
quirements. 
Other objects and advantages will appear from 

the following description of an illustrative embodi- 5 
ment of the present invention. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front view in elevation of a cabi 

net embodying features of the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a plan view of a cabinet shown in 10 

Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of adjacent shelf 

Sections utilized in the interior of the cabinet 
shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken substantially 15 
along line IV-TV of Figure 1. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view show 
ing the method of attaching the panels to the 
framework. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view of a 20 
Wall structure substantially as viewed from line 
WI-VI of Figure 5. 

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken through the 
Spacer rods substantially along lines VII-VII of 
Figure 4, 

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken substantially 
along line VIII-VIII of Figure 1, with insulation 
provided in the interior of the cabinet. 

Figure 9 is a sectional view of the unit with 
aligning and fastener means taken substantially 30 
along line IX-X of Figure 2. 
The structure selected for illustration comprises 

confronting frame members O. and of Sub 
Stantially rectangular configuration defined by 
angle irons of standard or approved construction. 35 
The frame members 0 and are maintained in 
Spaced parallelism by virtue of a plurality of 
spacer rods f2 which extend between vertical bars 
3, constituting horizontally spaced strips at 
tached to the frame members 0 and in aligned 0 
confronting relation. The spacer rods f2 con 
sist, in this instance, of tubular pipes or drilled 
rods having the end regions of the interior bores 
thereof suitably threaded for the reception of 
screw fasteners 4 which project through aper- 5 
tures in the vertical frame bars 3. In conse 
quence thereof, the frame members O and are 
maintained in spaced alignment, and frame ends 
f5 and 5 are detachably connected therewith in 
any suitable manner or such may be sustained 50 
in spaced relation by the confronting frame mem 
bers ) and to complete the units which may be 
of any desired length as commercial practice may 
dictate. However, it is proposed that the depth 
of the units as defined by the spacer rods 2 shall 55 
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be standard, although such may be varied within 
a Wide range depending upon the length of the 
Spacer rods 2. 
The frame members 0, f, 5 and 6 are con 

cealed from view by means of panels 7 and 8 
which preferably are of multiple width for inter 
changeability dependent upon the number of 
frame units that may be attached in alignment 
for positioning against a wall or otherwise. In 
the present embodiment the panel members 
are one-half the width of the panel members 8 
so that these may be attached to the vertical frame 
bars f3 through the medium of the Screw fas 
teners 9 which preferably have heads counter 
Sunk in the panels f and 8 to render such un 
noticeable. 
tapered heads 20 which are countersunk in the 
vertical frame bars 3 so that the panels 7 and 
f8 may be applied thereover without obstruction. 
As a result, the screw fasteners 4 serve the func 
tion of attaching the vertical frame bars 3 to 
the intermediate spacer rods 2 Secured thereto 
by threaded engagement with the interior bores 
thereof. It is to be noted that access to the in 
terior of the cabinets is rendered possible by 
means of doors 2, in this instance two for each 
unit, which are mounted to the vertical frame 
bars 3 by means of hinges 22 of standard or ap 
proved construction, the hinges 22 being applied 
to the Surface of the panel 8 and the fasteners 
extending therethrough for engagement with the 
frame bars 3, there being a lever lock 23 pro 
Wided on the opposite edge of each door 2 for 
cooperation with a bracket. 24 to maintain the 
doors 2 closed. Panel strips 25 are attached to 
the frames O intermediate the panels and 8 
above and below the doors 2 so that the entire 
front surface thereof is of finished panelled con 
struction for concealment of the framework from 
View. 
A top board 26 composed of porcelain or other 

suitable materials is shaped to rest on the con 
fronting frame members 0 and f for attach 
ment thereto by resort to any suitable means such 
as the fasteners 27. The top board 26 preferably 
has a forward depending ledge 28 formed thereon 
to overlap the top edge of the front panels 7 and 
8 so as to impart a pleasing appearance to the 
aSSembly Without any exposed edges. The panels 
T and 8 as well as the doors 2 ? and intermediate 

panel strips 25 are preferably composed of fiber 
having a metallic thin sheet of aluminum or other 
material adhesively applied thereto under pressure 
to impart a finished and durable surface thereto. 
The end and rear panels 29 are similarly con 
Structed and extend over the entire area of the 
unit to which they are applied. 
The shelves comprise adjacently disposed units 

30 having interlocking flanges 3 and 32 provided 
along the ends thereof to enable the positioning 
thereof within the confines of the frame members 
fo and through the doors 2 thereof. The shelf 
unitS 30 rest on the Spacer rods 2, and these 
are connected while being singly positioned upon 
the rods, 2 for attachment with each other . 
through the medium of the flanges 3 and 32. 

It is to be noted that the unit thus far de 
scribed may be extended to a unit of equal length. 
by providing similar confronting frames O' and 
lf connected and maintained in parallel spaced 
relation by corresponding spacer rods 2'. Other 
wise the structural features of the unit are simi 
lar to the one previously described, and these 

Ts are attached in end alignment by virtue of in 
Wardly projecting flanges 33 and 33 constituting 

The spacer rod fasteners 4 also have 

a part of the angle irons 34 and 34’ attached to 
the frame? and f' at the adjacent edges there 
of. The flanges 33 and 33' are provided With 
aligned apertures 35 through which a tubular 
collar 36 extends. The collar 36 is provided with 5 
a shoulder 37 designed to abut against a flange 
33' to limit the projection thereof of the collar 
36 through the apertures 35, the collar 36 hav 
ing a length equivalent to the thickness of the 
flanges 33 and 33. In consequence thereof, the 10 
collar 36 will align the units through the medium 
of the angle irons 34 and 34’ and serve as a rigid 
connection therebetween. To preclude the possi 
ble removal of the collar 36, a threaded machine 
screw fastener 38 engages the correspondingly 15 
threaded bore of the collar 36 to abut against the 
surface of the fiange 33 and cooperate with the 
collar shoulder 37 to effect a positive and detach 
able joinder between the flanges 33 and 33. Any 
number of aligning collars 36 may be resorted to 20 
depending upon the dictates and requirements of 
commercial practice, and it will be apparent that 
any number of frame units may be end-aligned 
to correspond with the dimensional extent of 
any particular wall against which the cabinetS 25 
are positioned. r - 

The panels 7 need only be substituted by the 
wider panels f8 in order to afford concealment for 
the interstice between the units, and this serves 
to preclude any recognizable segregation between 30 
units. In such cases, a double length top board 
may be substituted for the double unit single 
length top boards 26 and 26 similar in con 
struction, and thus a cabinet may be readily as 
sembled to extend for any desired distance. In 85 
fact, half-unit cabinets may be correspondingly 
produced and assembled so as to standardize the 
units to meet the requirements of any variation 
in dimensional extent of a store or wall area, 
thereby availing the use of the same cabinets for 40 
different stores. 
Should it be desired to refrigerate one or more 

sections of cabinet units of the type described 
Supra, it is only necessary to provide the interior 
walls with insulation preferably in the form of 45 
cork wall sections 39 and 40, for the forward and 
rearward walls, respectively. Top and bottom 
sections 4 and 42 preferably shaped to provide 
corner cut-out portions 43 which serve as a con 
plement to the wall insulator Sections 39 and 40 50 
disposed therebetween. End insulator sections 
44 are also provided, and thus the entire interior 
is capable of being refrigerated by resort to any 
Suitable expansion coil 45 preferably suspended 
within the interior by means of brackets 46 55 
having rods 47 which serve as a connector to the 
top frame member. The forward and rearward 
Wall insulator Sections 39 and 40 are maintained 
in position by virtue of the spacer rods 2". The 
Spacer rods 2 project therethrough, and the 60 
exterior thereof is threaded as at 48 proximate 
to both ends thereof to receive suitable fasteners 
such as nuts 49 in threaded engagement there 
With. The nuts 49 serve to hold the wall insu 
lator Sections 39 and 40 in position, and these may 65 
be adjusted to firmly hold such in assembled 
relation against any possible displacement. 
Warious changes may be made in the embodi 

ment of the invention herein specifically de 
Scribed Without departing from or sacrificing any 70 
of the advantages of the invention as defined in 
the appended claim. 
I claim: 
In a Wall cabinet, the combination with con 

fronting front and rear frame members, of rods 75 
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interposed between Said front and rear frame 
members, there being threaded apertures in said 
rod ends, end frame members joined to said front 
and rear frame members, fastener means in 
threaded engagement With Said threaded rod ends 
for detachably securing Said rods to said front 
and rear frame members to effect their rigid 
Spaced relation as a rigid unit, said rods extend 
ing between said front and rear frame members 
in a vertical Series to comprise shelf Supports, 
flat surface members detachably secured to said 

frames to serve as a concealing enclosure there 
for, and means for effecting the aligned end at 
tachment of one of said enclosed units to a sim 
ilar unit, said last named attaching means com 
prising a shouldered collar extending through ad 
jacent frames, there being a threaded axial bore 
in said collar, and threaded studs abutting 
against the frame opposite the shoulder on said 
collars for threaded engagement With the bores 
thereof. 

MARRIOT. T. JOHNSTON, 


