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(57) Abstract: An image input unit (3) of an authoring device (1) reads the pages of a paper book and creates the images of the
& pages. A common area extracting section (15) of a border eliminating unit (9) of the authoring device (1) extracts an area common
to all the images from the images. The arrangements of at least either the characters or diagrams in the common areas mutually
[ resemble. So as to eliminate the borders outside the common areas of the images, a common area outside eliminating section (19)
replaces the colors outside the common areas with the background colors of the common areas. An image output unit (5) of the
authoring device (1) outputs the data on the image after the replacement for all the pages as the contents of an electronic book.
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