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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL G. BURLEIGH,
a citizen of the United States, residing af
Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bed-Bottoms; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
guch as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements, in
that class of bed bottoms, which have a por-
tion adapted to be elevated atthe head in an
inelined position, and its objeet is to provide
the same with certain new and useful features
hereinafter more fully described and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings in
which— »

Figure 1 is a perspective of the head end of
a bed bottom embodying my invention as it
appears, when inclined; Fig. 2 alongitudinal
vertical section of the same; Fig. 3 the same
as Fig. 2 as it appears when lowered to the
horizontal pesition; and, Fig. 4 a plan view
of one side of the same as Fig. 3.

Like letters refer to like parts in all of the
figures. -

A A are two parallel sills which are con-
nected by a series of transverse slats B B” B,
arranged at suitable intervals'and secured at
their respective ends to said sills.

C C are slides arranged opposite each other
and adapted to move longitudinally on the
gills A, To these slides are pivoted the ends
of short sills D D, which are connected by a
series of slats B’ B’ B’, these siils and slats
forming a section of the bed bottom, which is
free to swing in a vertical plane on said piv-
ots, and be elevated at one end as shown,
whereby the head of the bed may be raised
at pleasure.

1 E are braces preferably of thin metal piv-
oted at their respective ends to the stationary
sills A A and the movable sills D D. Near
themiddle of said braces are downwardly pro-
jecting lugs B/ E’ in which are journaled the
respective ends of a transverse rocker bar F,
to which bar are rigidly attached pawls G G

so engaging ratchets H H on the under side of

the sills D D. Nearthe middle of said rocker
bar is attached an upwardly projecting arm I,
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to which is attached one end of a contractile
spring J; the other end of said spring is at-
tached to the stationary slat B’ by means of
a cord or wire J’. A cord K is also attached
to said arm I, which cord extends oppositely
to said spring and under a pulley L in the up-
per end of the inclined part of the bed bottom,
and thence upwardly to any point most con-
venient of access when the bed is completely
made up. .

By making the braces E E no thicker than
the inner part of the slides C C, said braces

_will pass between the sills A and D when the

latter sills are lowered, and by locating the
rocker bar below the plane of said braces, the
sills A and D and the slats B B’ B”” may be
made to occupy the same horizontal plane,
when the ineclined part is lowered.

The braces Eserve to maintain the movable
gills D in line with the stationary sills A A,
andalsoin positionlongitudinally onthesame.
The slides C C move on the sills A, as said
movable sills are raised and lowered. Said
braces K, in conjunetion with the pawls G and
ratchets A, also serve to susfain the inclined
part of the bed bottom in the various posi-
tions. The spring J tends to turn the rocker
bar and engage the pawls G with the ratchets
H, and by being connected to the stationary
slat B’ atoneend as therockerbarapproaches
said slat in the arc of a circle about the lower
pivots of the braces E, the tendency is to re-
duce the expansion of the spring, due to the
turning of said rocker bar. I can thususe a
shorter spring than would be required if at-
tached to some partof the inclined partof the
structure. By pulling on the cord K the up-
per end of the inclined portion is lifted, and
the pawls disengaged, when the structure may
be lowered to the position shown in Fig. 3,
or otherwise adjusted. When said cord is re-
leased the spring J will at once re-engage the
pawls G with the ratchets H.

What I claim is—

1. In combination with a bed bottom hav-
ing a stationary portion, and .a portion piv-
oted thereto at one end by movable pivots and
adapted to beelevated at the otherend, braces
pivoted at their respective ends to said sta-
tionary and movable portions, a rocker bar
journaled on said braces, pawls and ratchets
on said bar and movable portion, and a spring
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operating said rocker bar, substantially as
described.

2. In a bed bottom astationary portion,and
slides on the same, a.movable portion pivoted
to said slides at one end and adapted-to be
elevated at the other end, braces pivoted af
their respective ends to said stationary and
movable portions depending lugs on said

. braces, a rocker bar journaled in said lugs,
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pawls on said rocker bar, and a spring at-
tached to said arm at one side and a cord at-
tached to said arm at the opposite side to en-
gage and disengage said pawls, substantially
as described.

3. In a bed bottom stationary sills, trans-
verse slats connecting the same, slides on said

- sills, movable sills pivoted to said slides at one

end, transverse slats attached to said movable
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sills, braces pivoted at their respective ends
to said stationary and movable sills, lugs on
said braces, a rocker bar journaled in said
lugs, an arm and pawl on said rocker bar,
ratehets on said movable sills engaged by said
pawls, a spring attached to said arm at one
end and to one of the stationary slats at the
other end and a cord attached to said arm op-
posite said spring and engaging a pulley near
the upper end of said movable part, substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL G. BURLEIGH.

Witnesses:
LuTHER V. MOULTON,
L. E. FLANDERS.
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