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ELECTRIC CUT - OUT. 

SEECEICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 718,405, dated January 13, 1903. 
Application filed June 25, 1902, Serial No, ll3,165. (No model.) 

To all to hon, it naily concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES WAGNER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
the city of New York, borough of Brooklyn, 

5 in the county of Kings and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Electric 
Cut-Out, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

electric cut-outs particularly adapted for use 
in connection with the wiring of electric 
lamps; and the object is to provide a cut-out 
of simple construction designed for connec 
tion with a lamp-supporting tube or standard 

O 

to have a rotary movement in one direction 
to cut the current in or out. 

I will describe an electric cut-out embody 
ing my invention and then point out the 
novel features in the appended claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

25 - Figure l is a longitudinal section of a cut 
out embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tion on the line acac of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a face 
view of a contact-supporting block employed, 
and Fig. 4 is a rear or bottom view of the con 
tact-carrying block employed. - - 

Referring to the drawings, the lamp-sup 
porting tube or standard comprises two sec 
tions 12, removably secured together. Se 
cured to the section 1 of the tube is a collar 3, 
which forms the top of a casing 4, the said 
casing being designed to rotate relatively to 
the collar. Therefore the casing is provided 
with an annular shoulder 5, against which the 
lower portion of the collar engages. The 
lower end of the casing is mounted to rotate 
on the section 2 of the tube, and to prevent 
a downward movement of the casing the said 
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section 2 is provided with a shoulder 6, against 
which the lower end of the casing engages. 

Rigidly attached to the tube within the cas 
ing is a contact-carrying block 7, of insulating 
material-such, for instance, as porcelain 
and mounted to rotate on the tube within the 
casing and to be carried with the rotary move 

50 ment of said casing is a contact-carrying 
block 8, also consisting of insulating mate 

45. 

through which the wires pass and arranged 

rial, such as porcelain. The under face, or 
the face of the block 7 adjacent to the block 
8, is provided with ratchet-teeth 9, and in op 
posite spaces between ratchet-teeth are con 
tact-plates 10, having electrical connection 
with posts 11, with which the lead-wires con 
nect. Inward of the contact-plates 10 the 
block is provided with a projected annular 
shoulder 12, which will prevent any possible 
short-circuiting between the tube 1 and the 
contact-plates. The surface of the block 8 
adjacent to the block 7 is also provided with 
ratchet-teeth or cam-shaped surfaces 13, on 
which are arranged the spring-yielding con 
tacts 14. These contacts 14 are connected 
one with the other by means of screws or the 
like passing through the block and engaging 
with a metal ring 15, which at its inner sur 
face is spaced somewhat from the tube 1, so 
as to prevent any possible short-circuiting, 
and the surface having the cam portions is 
provided with an annular projection 16, 
which will prevent short-circuiting between 
the contacts 14 and the said tube. 
To cause a rotary movement of the block 8 

with the casing, the said block is provided 
with notches 17, which receive pins 18, ex 
tended upward from the bottom ring 19, rig 
idly connected to the casing. The block 8 
has a movement lengthwise of the tube 1, 
and as a means for forcing the block toward 
the block 7 I employ a spring 20, engaging at 
one end against the end wall of the casing and 
at the other end against a Washer 21, of insu 
lating material, which bears against the block. 
In operation it will be noted in Fig. 1 that 

the spring-plates 14 are in contact with the 
plates 10, and therefore the circuit is closed. 
To turn off the circuit, the casing 4 is to be 
rotated, which will cause the contacts 14 to 
leave the contacts 10 and engage in the next 
series of depressions in the block 7, when of 
course the current will be cut-out. To cut in 
the current, the casing is to be turned in the 
same direction as before to bring the con 
tacts into engagement. When in such en 
gagement, the current will pass through one 
contact 10, its engaging contact 14, to the 
ring 15, and thence through the other two 
contacts and out. The casing is prevented 
from a movement in the reverse direction by 
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the ends of the spring-contacts coming in en 
gagement with the shoulder portions of the 
raficheted surfaces of the block 7. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. In an electric cut-out, a standard or sup 
port, a contact-supporting block of insulating 
material rigidly attached to said standard or 
Support, a contact-carrying block mounted to 
rotate on the standard or support, contact 
plates on said blocks, a casing surrounding 
the said blocks, and a connection between 
said casing and the rotary block, whereby 
the two parts are rotated together to make or 
break the circuit upon rotating the parts in 
one direction only, substantially as specified. 

2. An electric cut-out comprising a support 
or standard, a collar connected to said sup 
port or standard, a casing mounted to rotate 
around said collar, the said collar forming a 
bearing for one end of the casing, a shoulder 
on the standard or support forming an abut 
ment for the other end of the casing, a block 
of insulating material secured to the stand 
ard or support within the casing and having 
ratcheted surfaces, contact-plates arranged 
on opposite ratcheted surfaces, a block of in 
sulating material mounted to rotate with the 
casing around the standard, and electric 
ally - connected spring - contacts carried by 
said last-named block, substantially as speci 
fied. 

718,405 

3. An electric cut-out comprising a tubular 
support, a casing mounted to rotate on said 
Support, a block of insulating material rigidly 
mounted on the support within the casing and 
having a ratchet-shaped surface, contact 
plates arranged on opposite ratchet-surfaces, 
a block mounted to rotate on the support and 
having opposite cam-shaped surfaces, spring 
contacts arranged on said surfaces, a ring 
plate electrically connecting the spring-con 
tacts, notches formed in the periphery of the 
rotary block, and pins extended from the cas 
ing and engaging in said notches, Substan 
tially as specified. 

4. An electric cut-out comprising a support, 
a casing mounted to rotate on said support, a 
contact-supporting block arranged on the sup 
port within the casing, contact-plates on said 
support, a contact-carrying block mounted to 
rotate on the support within the casing, elec 
trically-connected spring-contacts carried by 
said last-named block, means for causing a 
movement of said last-named block with the 
casing, and a spring for moving the rotary 
block toward the fixed block, substantially as 
specified. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHARLES WAGNER. 
Witnesses: 

RUDOLPH MEYER, 
JOSEPH WEILL. 
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