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EMENT IN LADIES’ SKIR.TS
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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that [, EDWARD I‘.WOOD‘\VARD,
of Brooklyn, in the cou nty of Kings and State
of New York, have fnvented cer tam improved
hoops to be used in Jadies’ skirts and bustles
for stiffening the same; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to t)e a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription thereof, referchce being had
to the accompanying drawmgs, in which—

Figure 1 is a skirt with the hoops inserted
therein.. . Fig. 2 is a sbctiotinf a cord-with a
spiral wound around it. Fig. 3'is a cord with
two spirals wound around it in contrary di-
rections. Tig. 4 is a spiral without any (,(,n-

_ter cord or support.

Heretofore the mode adopted in the present
fashion of hooped skirts te set them off hias
Jbeen to form the hoops of whalebone in strips
“curved into hoops, or rattan or brass.or steel

tum and sometimes coarser and hieavier ma-
teriais. All of these as employed Dbefore my
invention were defectiva. They were rigid in
their outline, and do not permit an easy grace-
ful flow of the drapery of a lady’s dress, so es-
sential to beauty of costume; and when a dress’
thus supported is acted upon by the wind such
hoops show consplcuously and me!egant]y,
besides which, in sitting down it is impossible
with suchk hoops to gather the dress in, and
by severe compression the hoops are bent or,
broken so as to spoil their shape. - I effectually
remedy these defects by my himprovements,
and form a light, pliable, elastic, and buoyant
hoop, which has all the necessary powers ef
extension for the purpose, and at the same
time an elastieity and plmblhby not found iu
hoops heretofore found in the market.

The nature of mymvenftou sonsists in form-

ing hoops of apiral wire, strips of 1attm}i,
wha !nl,ova or other nmm.um mater AY, aither
with or withoub the intericr support of & 8 eord

Apof auy kind, Mnah hoops when insevt-
in ladies skirts shall have the effect of ex- i
suid skirts, while they can be com-

ed
panding

plLSu(‘d or bent short without serious injury

The construction 18 as rotlows: I take thin,
narcow strips df rattan, (Colamus ratang,) or
whalebone, or imetallic wire, or other st ff
elastic material proper for the purpose and
wind it around h cord of hemp or other mate-
rial, or I form it into a spiral on a proper man- -
dre’[ of any kind, making itintoa cord of spiral

_consiraction, as shown in the figures, where in
Figs. 2, 3, 4 several moidifications are shiown.
The SplI’&lb in these figures are drawn some-
what separated, to sliow more clearly; but
they may be lad close together, and ef any -
desired diameter to suit the wants of the pub: -
lic, . The center of this hollow spiral may be
filled with snch material as shall be found con-
venient; or it may be used without any, al-
though I deem the center support best;so the
spiral may be formed of one or more strands
without ehanging the device. o

When rattan stups aro used, they aresteam-
ed to seoften them before tormmg, and after
forming they are dried, which sets them in
place. To render this cord thus formed water-
proof, I saturate it with a solution of gum-lac,
which adds increased stiffuess and dumblhty
and prevents the material becoming limber by
wear. :

Having thus fully set forth m) new hoop for
ladies’ sklrts and the various modifications
thereof and the manuner of making the same,
wlhat I clalim therein as new, and for which
I desire to sccure the exdua]ve Tright, is—

Constructing lioops 1ntended tot ladieg’ -
dresses substfmtmll y as and for the purposes
set forth, consisting of a spiral formned of any
proper xmteual metallic or vegetable, as de--
seribed, either \uth or without a c¢ord to sup-
port the same, which can be bent into the form
of a hoop and inserted into ladiey’ skirts, as
herein fully made known.

In testimony whercof I have hemnnto sct

P my hand,

EDWARD I. \VOOD‘\VARI)

In presem,e of——

i LpwiIN . LARCHAR,

to their configuration.
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