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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD S. BUTLER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Grand 
Rapids, in the county of Kent and State of 
Michigan, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Letter-Boxes, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

letter boxes to attach at dwellings for delivery 
purposes, and its objects are: first, to provide 
a cheap and convenient letter box that may 
be attached, either to the door direct, or to the 
doorjamb, as desired; and, second, to provide 
an improved appliance with which to attach 
it to the door jamb. I attain these objects 
by the mechanism illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of the end 
of my box. Fig. 2. is a front elevation of the 
Same. Fig. 3. is a section showing the manner 
of applying my new appliance for fastening 
the box to the doorjamb. Fig. 4. is a sectional 
plan of the box; and Fig. 5. is a side view of 
the door that is placed upon the bottom of the 
box for use when the box is attached to the 
door. 
Similar letters refertosimilarparts through 

out the several views. 
The body A of my box is made, preferably, 

of tin folded to form the two sides and the 
front of the box with the back, above the 
portion d', open so that when the box is at 
tached to the doorjamb with the back against 
the door, the opening of the door will open the 
box and the contents may be readily removed. 
In the top of the box I place a triangular 

door, pivoted upon the pins b, to the sides of 
the box, as at B, in Fig. 1, in such a position 
that the introduction of mail matter will ne 
cessitate turning it over, and after the mail 
has dropped into the box the door will close 
as illustrated by the lines, solid and dotted, in 
Fig. 1. 
a curved guard, as b', placed in such position 
that the mail matter M cannot be conven 
iently reached from the ingress opening or 
door, after it has been placed in the box. 
The door B is covered by a door A' that is 
pivoted to the top of the box, as at a' in po 
sition to form a perfect protection against 
rain, &c. 
For the purpose of securing this box di 

The box may, also, be provided with 

rectly to the door I turn a narrow flange a, 
at the back edge of each side, so that nails 
or screws may be driven through apertures 
therein, into the door; but when it is at 
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tached to the door jamb I form a detachable 
support C, designed to be secured to the jamb 
with nails or screws, c', and has an arm, as c 
bent at right angles to the body and standing 
in position to enter slots c' in the side of the 
box, when the ends are bent down, as indi 
cated by the dotted lines, and the box there 
by held to place. 
When the hox is secured directly to the 

door So that the opening of the door will not 
open the box, I provide for removing the mail 
by means of a detached bottom D, pivoted, 
or hinged, to the side by means of bent wires 
d, passing through the side, as indicated in 
Figs. 1, 2, 4 and 5, so that the bottom door 
may swing freely down to the position indi 
cated by the dotted lines in Fig. 2, or may be 
easily removed and placed on the opposite end 
of the box. This bottom door is secured to 
place, when closed, by a spring catch, as D' 
pivoted to the end opposite the pivot wires d, 
as at d' and projecting upward along the side 
of the box, and provided with an inwardly 
projecting pin d that passes through a hole 
d' in the side of the box. Both sides of the 
box are provided with holes for the reception 
of all the pins, d and d", so that the bottom 
door can be attached to swing open from either 
side to correspond with the swing of the house 
door to which it is attached, the object being 
to attach the box to the door jamb close to 
the stile, and to have the catch D' on the side 
of the box next to the door so that when the 
door is shut the catch will be held to place 
by the door in such a manner that it will be 
impossible to open the box until the door is 
opened, thus providing a perfectly secure lock 
with no additional expense. The support C 
may, also, be attached to either side of the 
box, as the position of the house door may re 
quire, 
The openings E are simply to look through 

to ascertain if there is any mail in the box. 
In Fig. 4 the dotted lines F are designed to 

represent the house door jamb, and F to rep 
resent the door, for the purpose of illustrating 
the mode of fastening the catch D' as here 
in before described. 
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Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. In a letter box, a box inclosed on three 
sides, a triangular door in the top of the box, 
and a cover hinged to the top of the box, to 
close over said triangular door, in combina 
tion with a guard projecting from the upper 
front edge of the box diagonally toward the 
center, and under the triangular door so that 
mail matter placed in the box will drop back 
of it out of reach, and a detachable door pro 
vided at one end with hooks arranged to en 
gage with apertures in the side of the box 
to form a pivot or hinge for the door, an arm 
projecting up at right angles from the oppo 
site end of said door and provided with a catch 
to engage with an aperture in the side of the 
box to secure the door, substantially as shown. 

2. A letter box having a cover pivoted to 
open and close, and a triangular rotative door 
pivoted into the top of said box; in combina 
tion with a detachable bottom having hooks 
at one end to engage with apertures in the box 
to form hinges, and an arm projecting up at 
right angles from the other end and provided 
with a hook to engage with an aperture in the 
box to secure the bottom when closed said arm 
in position to be between the house door, when 
closed, and the side of the box, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 
Signed at Grand Rapids, Michigan, this 26th 

day of November, 1894. 
EDWARD S. BUTLER. 

In presence of 
ITHIEL J. CILLEY, 
GEO. E. SHAFER. 
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