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1 Claim. (Cl. 2-49) 

This invention relates to a protective device and is 
more particularly concerned with a protective device in 
the form of a bib. While not limited thereto, the inven 
tion more specifically relates to a bib to be worn by in 
fants to protect their clothing during the drooling age. 

Bibs are a well-known type of protective device and 
various forms of bibs have been proposed and used. 
Known forms of bibs, however, become soiled with use. 
and either have to be discarded or washed. Washing, 
While partially effective, tends to fade the bibs and to 
give them a used, unattractive appearance, and in many 
cases stains of various kinds cannot be removed even by 
the most vigorous washing. As a result, after a bib has 
been used a few times, it loses any attractive appearance 
it may have originally had. When the used bib is worn, 
it serves its utilitarian purpose but detracts from the 
Wearer's appearance. Completely disposable bibs have 
been proposed which are discarded after each use. While 
a fresh-appearing bib is always available, the continuous 
disposal of the entire bib is expensive and the bibs them 
selves lack the strength of conventional cloth bibs. As 
a result, they are frequently torn or otherwise damaged 
even before they have become soiled, and must be dis 
carded. A type of bib which is commonly used to pro 
tect, the clothing of infants is the so-called “drooling' 
bib. This bib is worn continuously by the child to pro 
tect the child's shirt-front or dress or other garment dur 
ing the drooling stage. In this type of bib, appearance 
is of paramount importance since the bibs are worn 
primarily when the child is wearing his best clothing. 
An old-appearing, stained bib greatly detracts from the 
child's appearance no matter how attractive the clothing 
he is wearing may be. There is an important need, there 
fore, for a bib which can be used for long periods of 
time, and Tepeatedly, and yet which retains its new, clean, 
attractive appearance and has sufficient strength to with 
stand all normal use. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a bib 
which avoids the disadvantages and drawbacks of pre 
viously-known bibs. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a bib 
of the character indicated which fulfills the above-men 
tioned need in the art. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a bib 
construction which insures optimum absorption of mois 
ture yet provides complete protection for the clothing of 
the wearer. 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide 
a drooling bib which retains its attrative appearance dur 
ing repeated use and does not detract from the appear 
ance of the wearer. 

In accordance, with the invention, there is provided a 
bib which comprises a bib body formed by a back por 
tion and a front portion secured to the back portion 
along a portion of its periphery but a slit between the 
two portions being provided to permit access to the in 
terior of the bib body. The back portion is formed from 
a moisture-proof, flexible material and the front portion is 
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in the form of moisture-repellent netting. Interiorly of 
the bib body there is provided an absorbent filler which 
is intended to be removed and replaced when it becomes 
Soiled, and the bib is provided with suitable means for 
removably securing it under the chin of the wearer. 

It is a feature of the invention that the bib body con 
Struction prevents moisture from reaching the wearer's 
clothing yet insures the passage of moisture from the 
front of the bib to the interior absorbent filler. - 

It is a further feature of the invention that the reticu 
lated front portion or face of the bib, while permitting free 
access of moisture, retains the filler in place and prevents 
the child's hands from reaching and damaging the filler. 

It is another feature of the invention that the reticulated 
front portion tends to obscure minor stains on the filler 
So that the filler can be used even after it has become: 
partly stained without detracting from the appearance 

20 

25 

30 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

of the bib. 
Other objects and features of the invention will be: 

readily apparent from the following detailed description 
of illustrative embodiments of the invention and from 
the accompanying drawing, wherein: - - - 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a bib construction embodying 
features of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the bib body, with the filler 
removed; 

Fig. 2a is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view show 
ing the filler construction; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of the bib of Fig. 1 
taken approximately along the line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken approximately. 
along the line 4-4 of Fig. 1; and W - 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view of another em 
bodiment of the invention. . . . . . . . - 

Referring to the drawing, and more particularly to Figs. 
1 and 2, the reference numeral 10 designates generally the 
bib body illustrated. - The body 10 is formed by a mois 
ture-proof back portion 2 and a front reticulated por 
tion 4. The portions 2 and 14 are conveniently, cut 
in the form shown to provide a neck opening 16 and 
side wing portions 7 which overlie the shoulders of the 
wearer. The front portion 14 and the back portion 12 
are secured together along their outer edges and, in the 
embodiment illustrated, the securing means conveniently 
comprises a tape 18 which is folded over the free edges 
of the two portions and stitched as indicated at 20. 
Along the neck opening 6, however, the front and back. 
portions are not secured so that there is provided a slit 
22 which permits access to the interior of the body 10. 
Along the neck opening, each edge is enclosed by tapes 
24 to protect the edges from raveling or tearing. The 
back portion 12 is formed from a waterproof flexible 
material of any convenient type. I have found the well 
known vinyl plastic sheeting to be particularly suitable 
for this purpose. A commercial form of this type of 
sheeting is sold under the trade-name "Krene.' The 
front portion 14 comprises netting which is formed from 
water-repellent threads. The threads may be treated to 
make them water-repellent by any convenient means or 
threads of a normally water-repellent material are ad 
vantageously employed. Threads of nylon and like Syn 
thetic fibers have been found to be particularly effective 
for this purpose. 

Disposed interiorly of the bib body 10 is a removable 
moisture-absorbent filler 25 which is adapted to be in 
serted through the slit 22. The filler is conveniently 
formed from absorbent paper and a particularly effective 
construction comprises a plurality of very thin paper 
webs 26 overlying one another in multi-ply relationship 
and a non-absorbent paper backing sheet 28. The Webs 
26 and the backing sheet 28 are secured together as a 
unit along their edges. A design, such as indicated at 
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30, is advantageously embossed in the paper web with 
colored ink by means of a suitable die. The design 30 
is visible through the reticulated front portion 14 and 
adds to the attractiveness of the bib. The filler 25 is 
readily inserted into the bib body through the slit 22 by 
rolling it laterally into a loose roll before inserting it 
and then unrolling it to lie flat as shown in Fig. 1. 

Suitable means are provided for removably securing 
the bib around the neck of the wearer. In the embodi 
ment illustrated, the securing means take the form of ex 
tensions 32 of the edging tapes. The securing means 
may, however, be separately-attached strips or tapes and 
may be adapted to be tied, as in a bow, or to be buttoned 
or otherwise secured around the neck. 
When the bib is in use, any moisture passes through 

the reticulated front portion and is absorbed by the filler 
25. When the filler has become wet or stained or odor 
ous, it is simply removed and replaced by a fresh filler. 
The fillers can be made very inexpensively so that their 
use does not represent a very great expense and, in any 
case, the cost of the fillers is substantially less than the 
cost of an entire disposable bib. Moreover, the fillers 
are protected by being encased in the bib body so that 
they do not suffer mechanical damage and, since minor 
stains are masked by the netting of the front portion 14, 
they may be used for relatively long periods of time 
without adversely affecting the appearance of the bib as 
a whole. 

It will be understood that various changes and modi 
fications may be made in the structure of the above 
described embodiment without departing from the scope 
of the invention as defined in the appended claims. For 
example, the slit in the bib body to permit insertion of 
the filler may be formed along the lower edge or along 
one of the side edges of the bib body rather than in the 
neck opening, although the latter construction has im 
portant practical advantages. With a lower or side edge 
opening, it is generally necessary to close the slit when 
the filler is in place to prevent it from falling out. For 
this purpose, snaps or buttons are conveniently used. In 
another embodiment, the neck opening may be omitted 
and the bib may be formed with a straight top edge simi 
lar to the bottom edge of the bib body 10 shown in Fig. 
1, a suitable slit being, of course, provided for inser 
tion of the filler. 

As shown in the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 5, 
insertion and retention of the absorbent filler may be 
effected by means of tie cords removably secured to it. 
In this embodiment, the back portion 35 is provided with 
an aperture 36 in each wing which is suitably reinforced 
by means of a grommet 38. The binding tape 40 seals 
the back portion 35 and the front portion 42 to each 
other along their side and upper edges but a slit 44 is 
provided along the bottom edge, the free bottom edges 
of the front and back portions being suitably taped as 
indicated at 46 to prevent tearing or raveling. The filler 
25 is inserted through the bottom slit 44 and is drawn 
up into the bib by means of tie cords 48 which are re 
movably secured to the upper edge of the filler by means 
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of clamps 50 of any convenient type. The cords 48 pass 
through the apertures 36 and the filler is drawn into place 
merely by pulling on the cords. The cords then serve 
as the means for securing the bib around the neck of 
the wearer. 
While the bib construction of the invention is particu 

larly suitable for a drooling bib, it will be understood 
that its dimensions may vary and that the bib may be 
formed with a width and length sufficient to cover the 
entire body of the wearer. A drooling bib constructed 
in accordance with the invention advantageously has a 
width of six inches at its widest part and an over-all 
length of six inches. The neck opening is suitably two 
and one-quarter inches wide at its point of maximum 
width, and has a length of two and one-half inches, meas 
ured from the extension of the upper edges of the wing 
portions. The filler is dimensioned to fit freely in the 
bib body as shown in the drawing. The netting which 
forms the front portion of the bib body may be of vary 
ing sizes but preferably it has a size of 100 to 625 mesh 
per square inch, and a mesh size of 361 mesh per square 
inch is particularly suitable. 

It will be understood that various other changes and 
modifications may be made in my bib construction with 
in the scope of the claim and it will be further under 
stood that, insofar as they are not mutually incompati 
ble, the various features and details of construction of 
the embodiments shown and described are interchange 
able with one another. It is intended, therefore, that all 
matter contained in the foregoing description and in the 
drawing shall be interpreted as illustrative only. 

I claim: 
A protective device adapted to be worn against wear 

ing apparel comprising, in combination, a body formed 
by a back portion and a front portion secured thereto 
along a portion of its periphery, the remaining portion 
of the periphery defining a slit between the front portion 
and the back portion to permit access to the interior of 
the body, said back portion being formed from a con 
tinuous moisture-proof, flexible sheet material effective 
to prevent passage of moisture to the wearing apparel 
and said front portion being formed from moisture-re 
pellent netting, and a moisture-absorbent design-carrying 
filler removably disposed interiorly of said body, said 
netting offering substantially no obstruction to visibility 
of said filler whereby said filler and the design thereon 
are freely visible through the netting of the front portion 
and said netting permitting free access of moisture to 
Said filler but resisting absorption of moisture. 
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