Nov. 13, 1951

L. N. MOORE
TONGUE CLEANER
 Filed Oct. 28, 1949

2,574,654

!

3 ' i
NN O\
S

24

Louie N. Moore
INVENTOR.

BY '@Awdo&m.
andBivey mq‘



Patented Nov. 13, 1951

UNITED.

2,574,654

STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,574,654
TONGUE CLEANER
Louie N. Moore, Benson, Ariz.
Application October 28, 1949, Serial No. 124,130
(CL 128—304)

6-Claims.
This invention comprxses novel and useful im-
provements_ in_ tongue clea,ners,,and more spe-

cifically pertams to a_tongue cieaner which 'is_

detachably mountable on the handle of a tooth-
brush.
An 1mportant object, of this mventlon resides

in the provision of an 1mproved tongue—scrapmg

dev1ce,_wh;ch may be detachably, cla,rn_ped to a
handle such as a toothbrush handle or the like.

Another. object. of. this invention, in accord-
ance with the foregomg object, resides in the
provision of a tongue-scraping- device having an
improved. tongue-seraping. edge.

A further object of this invention, in accord-
ance with the foregoing object, resides in the
provision for a tongue-scraping device having
a tongue-cleansing edge.

An: important. feature of. this.invention resides
in the. provision. for. channel-shaped fingers- at-
tached to said:-tongue-scraping.device, which will
frietionally. engage. the. handle. of: a toothbrush,
or.-the. like.

An: additional. feature of this.invention res;des
in the provision for a serrated blade, providing
an improved tongue-scraping edge.

Yet another feature of this invention resides
in the provision for a smooth edge on the blade,
in addition to said serrated edge, the smooth
edge providing an improved tongue-cleansing
edge.

These, together with various other ancillary
features and objects which will later become ap-
parent as the following description proceeds, are
attained by this device, a preferred embodiment
of which has been illustrated by way of example
only in the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred
embodiment of the device, showing the tongue
scraper attached to the handle of a toothbrush;

Figure 2 is a templet from which the preferred
embodiment of the tongue-scraping device may
be formed;

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the plane 3—3 of Figure 1, show-
ing the details of the construction of the mount-
ing means;

Figure 4 is a front elevational view of the im-
proved tongue-scraping device attached to a
toothbrush, showing the details of the serrated
edge; :

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a second em-
bodiment; and

Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view of the sec~
ond embodiment of the device, taken substan-
tially on the plane §—8 of Figure 5.
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Referring, now . more. particularly to the aec-
companying drawings, wherein like numerals!
designate. s1m11ar parts. throughout the various
views, the preferred. embodiment of the device

s, de51gnated generally by the humeral 10, the

device being detachably mountable on a tooth—,
brush indicated generally by the numeral 2.

The preferred émbodirent of, the device con-
sists of a blade 14 having a serrated edge 16.and
a smoath edge. 8. A pair of arms. 20 are. ter-
mlna’lly attached. to said blade. |4, the arms 20
symmetrlcally and curvedly extending rear-
Wardly and. 1nward1y of said blade. Attached to.
each, arm ‘20, and. latérally. spaced from. each
other are. channel shapéd fingers 22, having in-
wardly . extendmg ﬁanges 24, the clamping fingers.
22 being adapted to. recelve the handle of the:
toothbrush 2.

Preferably, the tongue-cleansing. device 10 is
formed of, . resilient material, so that the rear-
wardly. extendmg armsﬁzo will: y1eld1ng1y bias the
channel-shaped ﬁnger's 22 into. engagement with
the tooth rush.handle 12, the. inwardly. extend-
ing flanges 24 of the “channel-shaped member 22
resiliently embracing the sides of the tooth-
brush 2.

The second embodiment of the invention has
a similar transversely mounted blade {4, with a
serrated edge 16, and also has channel-shaped
fingers 22, providing means for attaching the
tongue-scraping device of the second embodi-~
ment to the handle of a toothbrush. The sec-
ond embodiment, however, has a trapezoidal
plate 26 which joins the tongue-scraping blade
i4 to the clamping fingers 22, the trapezoidal
plate 26 having a rearward rectangular exten-
sion 28, the rectangular extension 28 joining the
inwardly turned flanges 24 of the fingers 22, and
being formed integral therewith. As best shown
in Figure 6 of the drawing, the plate 26 includes
marginal reinforcing flanges having one end in
abutting engagement with the blade {4. An an-
nular bore 39 is provided in the rectangular ex-
tension 28 so as to coincide with an annular bore
32 in the toothbrush {2, the latter being gen-
erally provided in toothbrushes so as to furnish
means for hanging toothbrushes upon a hook or
the like. It can thus be seen that the tongue-
seraping device 10 in no way interferes with the
hanging of the toothbrush by a hook through
an aperture, such as 32 in the handle of the
toothbrush 12.

From the foregoing description, it is believed
that the utility and manner of operation of the
device will be apparent, the serrated edge 18,
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upon the impartation of suitable motion to it,
serving to buff the tongue, and the smooth edge
18 providing means for removing particles from
and cleaning the tongue after it has been buffed.

Obviously, various equivalents and arrange-
ments may be resorted to within the spirit of
my invention, and I do not desire to limit myself
to the exact construction shown and described,
but to avail myself of any modification formed
within the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what is
claimed as new is:

1. A tongue scraper comprising a handle, chan-
nel-shaped fingers providing clamping means for
detachably securing said scraper to said handle,
a blade on said tongue scraper, a trapezoidal
plate joining said blade to said fingers, said plate
having depending flanged edges reinforcing said
plate.

2. A tongue scraper comprising & pair of elon-
gated channel members disposed in registry with
each other, a web connecting the corresponding
legs of said channel members, said web having
an extension thereon projecting outwardly of one
end of said channel members, said extension
having side edges which diverge relative to each
other from said channel members, flanges on said
diverging side edges reinforcing said extension,
and a blade depending from the end of said ex-
tension remote from said channel members.

3. A tongue scraper comprising a pair of elon-
gated channel members disposed in registry with
each other, a web connecting the corresponding
legs of said channel members, said web having
an extension thereon projecting outwardly of
one end of said channel members, said extension
having side edges which diverge relative to each
other from said channel members, flanges on
said diverging side edges reinforcing said exten-
sion, and a blade depending from the end of
said extension remote from said channel mem-
bers, said blade abutting the ends of said flanges.

4. A tongue scraper comprising a pair of elon-
gated channel members disposed in registry with
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each other, a web connecting the corresponding
legs of said channel members, said web having
an extension thereon projecting outwardly of one
end of said channel members, said extension
having side edges which diverge relative to each
other from said channel members, flanges on said
diverging side edges reinforcing said extension,
and a blade depending from the end of said ex-
tension remote from said channel members, said
flanges each being formed integral with the leg
of said channel members which is spaced from
said web.

5. The combination of claim 2 wherein said
web has an aperture therein, a handle disposed
in said channel members, said handle having an
opening therein disposed in registry with the
aperture in said web.

6. A tongue scraper comprising a pair of elon-
gated channel members disposed in registry with
each other, a web connecting the corresponding
legs of said channel members, said web having
an extension thereon projecting outwardly of one
end of said channel members, said extension hav-
ing side edges which diverge relative to each
other from said channel members, flanges on
said diverging side edges reinforcing said exten-
sion, and a blade depending from the end of
said extension remote from said channel mem-
bers, the lower edge of said blade being serrated.
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