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o wll whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, FErDINaND K1Na, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of the
city of New York, borough of Manhattan, in
the county and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and Improved Truss, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
sceription.

The purpose of the invention is to pr ov1de
an apron having an opening for the penis and
a lower opening of oval form through which
the testicles are passed into a bag adapted for
their support, the oval form of the said open-

ing permitting the walls thereof to fit snugly

around the neck of the scrotum. Conse-
quently when the scrotum and its contents are
passed through this opening and into the said
bag the outer edge of the oval opening hav-

ing the close contact mentioned effectually

prevents the scrotum escaping backward when
the attitude of the wearer is changed, as in

athletic exercises, the mounting of a horse,&c.

Another purpose of the invention Is to pro-
vide a narrow neck between the openings for
the penis and the scrotum in the apron, which
narrow neck presses firmly into the peno-
scrotal noteh, and thereby prevents the testi-
cles slipping upward into and through the
opening for the penis.

Another purpose of the invention is to pro-
vide a waist-belt and straps of substantially
equal strength connected therewith at the
front and at the rear and with the upper and
lower corners of the apron, thus effectually
preventing the apron from slipping upward
or dewnward, and the said waistband is pro-
vided with an attached broad stiffened pad at
the rear, which engages with the small of the
back, renders the waist band or belt comfort-
able in use, and sustains the muscles at such
point.

Another purpose of the invention is to pro-
vide the apron with a hernia-pad and to so
construct and locate the pad that it can be
most comfortably worn and will fulfil all re-
guirements—in fact, to so construct the said
pad that it will be provided with a thin shank
portion and a thick body portion, the body or
thick portion being so located and so shaped
as to fit in and close the external inguinal

ring, while the thin or extended portion ex-
tends upward along the inguinal canal and
exerts a uniform pressure from its external
to its internal ring, and thus prevents the es-
cape of-any of the abdominal contents down-
ward and also retaihs within the external in-
guinal ring the varicose veins of the testicles
when elevated and placed in their proper po-
sition. This pad may be made of wood, hard
rubber, soft rubber, or other suitable material.
Preferably, however, it is made of soft rub-
ber, either solid or inflated with air, water,
or other liquid.

Theinvention consists in the novel construc-
tion and combination of the several parts, as
will be hereinafter fully set forth, and point-
ed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar chal acters of reference indi-
cate corlespondmo parts in all the figures.

' Figure 1 is a perspec’mve view of the im-
proved device. Fig. 2 is a section taken
through the device dt the opening through
which the testicles are passed, illustrating the
pad in plan view. Fig. 3 is a plan view of
the apron, and Fig. 4 is a detail sectional
view, illustrating the manner in which the
pad is secured to the apron; and Fig. 5 is a
section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 1.

A represents a waist-belt, which is secured
at its ends by means of a suitable buckle ¢ or
its equivalent, and A’ represents a back pad,
which is made of stiff material, so as to up-
hold to a greater or lesser extent the muscles
of the lower portion of the back. The said
pad is held in position on the waist-belt A by
means of suitable loops 10. (Shown best in
Fig. 1.)

A frontstrap 111s passed at the rear of the
pad A’ below the waist-belt A and through
the loops 10, said front strap 11 extending at
its ends a suitable distance in a forward di-
rection. Back straps 12 are likewise em-

ployed, which are secured to the outer faces
of the loops 10 by buckles 18, as is shown in
Fig. 5, and rivets 10* or their equivalents are
passed through the outer faces of the loops 10
between the belt A and front strap 11, thus
providing separate guideways for said belt
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and strap, as is also shown in Fig. 5. This
arrangement admits of an independent ad-

justment of the front strap 11 and belt A, en-
abling the truss to be accommodated to the per- |

son as circumstances may require. In con-
nection with these two straps I employ an
apron B, which apron is provided with studs
15 at its upperend portions. These studs are
engaged by clasps 16, of any suitable char-
acter, secured to the extremities of the front
strap 11, as is also shown in Fig. 1. The
back strap 12 is secured to extensions 17 from
the lower end portions of the apron B, as is
shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and at the central up-
per portion of the apron B a circular open-
ing 18 is made for the reception of the penis,
and this opening 18 has a border 18" worked
around the same or secured at its margin in
any suitable or approved manner. Below
this opening 18 an oval opening 19 is pro-
duced, surrounded by a suitable border 20,
secured to or worked upon the said apron, as
is shown in Fig. 3, and through this opening
19 the testicles are adapted to be passed into
a bag 26, which bag is secured in any suitable
or approved manner to the apron B. The
space 21 between the two openings 18 and 19
may be termed a ‘‘narrow neck” and is adapt-
ed for the purpose hereinbefore stated.

At the right-hand upper side of the apron
B adjacent to the upper opening 18 a pad Cis
secured, and said pad, which may be made of
a hard material, but is preferably made of
rubber of a yielding nature, consists of a
shank 22 and a body 23, the body 23 being
preferably more or less convexed at its inner
portion, or that portion which is adapted to
bear against the body of the wearer. Usu-
ally the pad C is secured to the apron B by
means of bolts 24, which are embedded in the
pad at their head portions and pass out through
the apron B through suitable washers and are
held firmly to the said apron by nuts 25 or
their equivalents.

Thisdeviceis exceedingly simple inits char-
acter, yet is well adapted for the purpose in-
tended and will afford ease and support to all
the parts named and in connection with which
it is to be used.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. Ina truss, anapron, a waist-belt, a front
strap, guides at the rear of the belt and
through which the waist-belt and the front
strap pass, one having adjustment independ-
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ent of the other, connections between the top
of the apron and the ends of the front strap,
and back straps connected with the bottom of
the apron and with the said guides.

2. In a truss, an apron, a back pad, guides
attached to the back pad, a waist-belt and a
front strap passed throungh the said guides
and having independent movement therein,
connections between the upper portions of
the apron and the endsof the front strap, and
back straps connected with the lower or bot-
tom portions of the apron and the back pad.

3. In trusses, an apron and straps secured
to the apron for supporting the same, said
apron having a circular opening therein for
the outward passage of the male genital or-
gan and a lower oval opening for the passage
of the testicles, the wall of the said oval open-
ing being shaped to it snugly around the neck
of the scrotum, the space between the said
openings forminga neck adapted to press into
the peno-scrotal notch, and a bag connected
with theapron at the said oval opening, which
bag receives and supports the testicles.

4. Inatrussanapron, a waist-helt, connect-
ed loops depending from the lower edge of
the waist-belt at the rear, a front strap passed
through theloops and having its ends detacli-
ably secured to the opposite sides of the up-
per portion of the apron, and baclk straps se-
cured to the lower portions of the apron and
their ends detachably secured to the said loops.

5. In trusses, an apron having extensions
at its upper and lower ends for the attach-
ment of supporting-straps and provided with
an opening at the central upper portion for the
penis and an opening for the testicles below
the first opening, the lower opening being of
oval shape and having its wall adapted to fit
closely around the neck of the scrotum, and a
bag depending from the apron at the said oval
opening, to receive and support the testicles,
the two said openings being separated by s
narrow neck, which is adapted to press firmly
into the peno-scrotal notch, preventing the
testicles slipping upward into and through the
opening for the penis. '

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
tothis specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

FERDINAND KING.

Witnesses:
J. FRED. AUKER,
JNo. M. Rirrer.
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