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The present invention relates to an advertising 
sign for a vehicle top. My Patent No. 1,885,282 
of November 1, 1932 illustrates a sign for the 
same general purposes as the one herein set forth. 
One object of these improvements is to pro 

vide a sign of the character described which is 
of few parts, of notably simple construction, of 
low manufacturing cost, of light Weight, One 
which offers practically no air resistance to the 
forward travel of the vehicle, which has a neat 
and trim appearance, which is held in position 
strongly yet resiliently against lateral Wind pres 
Sure, which may be applied for use easily and 
readily, and which is so constructed, especially 
in its preferred embodiment, as to permit the 
same holding elements to be used With variously 
sized signs proper, making for notable adaptabil 
ity to particular purposes, different automo 
biles, etc. 
Other objects and advantages will appear here 

inafter. 
In the drawing Figure 1 is a perspective view 

showing my novel sign in its normal position; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional VieW on 

the line 2-2 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view 

through one of the standards of Fig. 1 showing 
a fragment of the sign proper and its bayonet 
slots at One end; 

Fig. 4 is a medial vertical Sectional View longi 
tudinally through one of the hook elements, the 
associated flexible band being shown in edge 
view elevation; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary Sectional view follow 
ing Fig. 3 and showing a double standard and 
associated signs proper. 
The Structure illustrated in Fig. 1 comprises 

first two standards A and B which are alike and 
are given the same reference characters as to 
the parts. Each is formed of two pieces of flat 
strip metal (Fig. 2) which may appropriately be 
of about eighteen-gauge and One and One-half 
inches wide. These proportions, however, may 
vary. The two normally vertical and parallel 
facing parts 10 and 11 are separated Sufficiently 
to receive between them the end of the plate 
like sign proper 12, which will be of any suitable 
material Such as cardboard, Wood, composition 
board, celluloid, or metal. 
The Ones illustrated herein may be considered 

to be of cardboard, about six inches high and of 
any suitable length. The proportions of the sign 
proper may vary as preferred. 
At 14 and 15 the standard or holder parts flare 

laterally apart and then turn outward normally 

(C. 40-129) 

horizontally at 16 and 17, thus providing a base 
adapted to rest (preferably not directly, how 
ever) upon the top 18 of the vehicle. The verti 
cal parts 10, 11 are held in spaced and facing 
relation to each other by two rivets marked 19, there being washers 20 on the rivets respectively 
and between the parts 10, 11, and thus the Op 
posed standard members are held strongly to 
gether as a unit A. Or B. 
Each end of the sign proper, as 12, has tw 

bayonet slot constructions marked 22 for the 
entrance passage and 23 for the normally verti 
cally extending part of the L-shaped slot. One 
Such slot would suffice, but two are preferred. 
The end of the sign 12 is passed between the 
parts 10, 11. With each Washer 20 in the aSSO 
ciated entrance slot 22 and the sign proper is 
then pushed downward and the washer 20 then 
occupies the upper end of the vertical part 23 
of the bayonet slot, thus locking the sign proper 
to the associated standard against longitudinal 
Withdrawal. The sign proper may be removed, 
of course, by simply reversing these operations. 
Means for holding the standards strongly yet 

resiliently and for easy application and removal 
are shown as two elastic strips marked 25, which 
are Suitably of elastic rubber compound. Each 
foot 16, 17 is apertured at 26, 27, 28 and 29 with 
slot-like openings adapted to receive a strip 25 
WOWen in and out through these holes as illus 
trated, the strip being long enough to extend to 
the sides of the vehicle top. The strip when so 
applied underlies each foot 16, 17 at two places 
and thus cushions the standard A or B and pro 
Wides a protective material between the feet 16, 
17 and the vehicle top whereby the metal feet 
Will not abrade the top; and these rubber bands 
also frictionally grip upon the top and prevent 
Sliding action thereon, and they also serve as 
Cushions on Which the sign as a whole may rock 
Or yield under vibration of the car, under the 
lateral wind pressure, and under the momentum 
and inertia of the signon its floating-like mount 

3. 
At each end of each of the Strips 25 is a hook 

like element 8 having a hook proper 8a, and being 
formed of thin sheet metal-Say eighteen-gauge 
and having four slot-like holes 30, 31, 32 and 33 in 
the body part, which holes in practice are Suit 
ably punched with the same die that cuts the 
holes in the feet 16, 17. The end portions of the 
bands are threaded in and out through these 
holes as shown, and thus the hook member is held 
securely and adjustably on the elastic strip and 
the strip protects and frictionally grips the ve 
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2 
hicle top as already described in connection with 
the foot elements of the device. The hooks 8d. 
engage the drain trough along the sides of the 
top and thus the device as a whole is held yield 
ingly yet strongly in its normal position. 
In case a considerably-elongated sign proper is 

desired I may provide an intermediate support 
C (Fig. 5) Which is made in all Substantial re 
Spects like the Ones of A and B except that it is 
designed to hold the Substantially abutting ends 
of tWo Sign members 35 and 36. The rivets 37 
and 38 of the standard C and the bayonet slots 
39, 40 of the sign members 35, 36 are as already 
described, and the application and removal of 
the signs are also the same as with standards 
A and B. At C, in Short, I have shown nothing 
distinctive over what is shown at A or B except 
that standard C is a double sign holder while A 
and B are single sign holders respectively. The 
elastic band 25cl is the same as band 25 already 
described, and the rest of the described means 
for holding the standards A and B are to be 
understood as being the same for standard C. 

In Fig. 1. I have shown an intermediate Sup 
port 44 comprising a pair of Small L-shaped strip 
metal parts 45 held together in spaced relation by 
a rivet and washer at 46 the same as the rivet and 
washer 19, 20 of Fig. 3, and with feet 47 like 
the feet 16, 17. The sign proper extends down 
ward between the parts 45. The rubber band 
48 and hook 49 are as already described in the 
other connections. A sign proper as relatively 
Short as the One illustrated in Fig. 1 Will ordi 
narily not require this intermediate support when 
made of Substantially stiff cardboard, but the in 
termediate Support is generally useful when the 
Sign proper is Substantially long or is of fairly 
flexible material, for example thin tin or cellu 
loid. 
While I have thus illustrated and described 

what I consider to be the best node for carrying 
the invention into effect, I contemplate as being 
included in the present invention all departures 
from and modifications of what is thus specifi 
cally set forth as fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
I claim: 
i. In a Sign of the character described, a pair 

of Standards, means for holding said standards 
resiliently upon a Vehicle top in fore and aft re 
lation to each other, a sign proper extending from 
One of said standards to the other thereof, and 
COOperating means between each standard and 
the associated end of the sign proper for readily 
attaching the Sign proper to the standards and 
for readily releasing the Sane therefron. 

2. The sign of claim 1 hereof in which said 
last-mentioned means comprise a bayonet slot 
formation at each end of the sign proper and each 
standard has a holding element coacting with 
said formation. 

3. The sign of claim 1 hereof in which each of 

1,942,444 
Said standards comprises an upright member pro 
viding an elongated normally-vertical opening 
and Said sign is a plate-like member having its 
ends projecting into said openings in the Stand 
ards respectively. 

4. The sign of claim 1 hereof in which said 
standards are chiefly of strip material formed of 
a pair of normally vertical and facing parts and 
laterally-extending foot parts, the vertical-facing 
parts of each pair being Spaced from each other, 
the sign proper extending between said facing 
parts at each end of the sign proper. 

5. The Sigia of claim 1 hereof in which there is 
also an intermediate support for the sign proper 
and means for holding said intermediate Sup 
port yieldingly upon the vehicle top. 

6. A standard for a vehicle top sign comprising 
a pair of strip metal members each having a 
Substantially long normally vertical part and an 
outwardly-extending foot part, said vertical parts 
facing each other, and means holding said ver 
tical parts in spaced relation to each other to 
provide that a plate-like sign proper may extend 
between said facing parts, the foot parts of the 
standard being formed for attachment to flexi 
ble holding means. 

7. The Standard of claim 6 hereof in which 
the means holding said facing parts extend hori 
zontally from one to the other theireof at at least 
One place between the top and bottom of said 
facing parts, and said holding means are adapted 
to cooperate With the Said facing parts in hold 
ing a plate-like sign proper positioned between 
Said facing parts and engaging said holding 
leaS. 
8. A sign of the character described which in 

cludes in its construction a plate-like sign proper 
having a bayonet slot in one end portion thereof, 
and a standard having means providing opposed 
Sign-holding elements adapted to engage op 
posed face portions of the sign proper and main 
tain it against lateral displacement, and means 
carried by the standard and adapted to occupy 
Said bayonet slot and maintain the sign proper 
against longitudinal withdrawal when in its nor 
mal operative position. 

9. In a sign of the character described, the 
combination of a sign proper, standards holding 
the sign proper, and flexible elastic means for 
holding the Standards. On a vehicle top having a 
drain-gutter edge portion, said means including 
a pair of hooks for each standard for engaging 
Such edge portion, and an elastic band adjusta 
bly connected to at least one hook of each pair 
and adjustably connected to the aSSociated 
standard, said band having a portion normally 
between each hook and the vehicle top and a 
portion normally between each standard and the 
vehicle top to protect the vehicle top and also to 
provide a cushioning seat for the standard. 

FRANK. J. O'CONNOR. 
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