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This invention relates to platform rockers and 
particularly to mechanisin for locking the rocker 
member to the base member or platform. 
An object of the invention is to provide a plat 

form rocker with locking mechanism consisting 
of a minimum number of parts, which may be 
easily and quickly installed, yet function effi 
ciently to lock the rocker and base members 
against relative movement in different positions 
of adjustment. 
A further object is the provision of locking 

mechanism which may be installed on the usual 
type of platform rocker without remodeling or 
changing the rocker except for boring a hole 
through one of the side frame pieces of the 
rocker member to permit insertion of the lock 
ing bar in operative position. 
Another object is to provide means for insuring 

that the locking mechanism, when in inoperative 
position, will not accidentally move to operative 
locking position when the rocker member is 
adapted to be rocked on the base member during 
itS use as a rocker. 
With the foregoing and other objectS in View, 

the invention Will now be more fully described, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings in Which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a platform rocker 
embodying the locking mechanism of the present 
invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary View show 
ing portions of the side and transverse frame ele 
ments of the rocker and base members With my 
locking mechanism applied thereto. 

Figure 3 is a horizontal Section on lines 3-3 
of Figure 2, 

Figure 4 is a vertical section on lines 4-4 of 
Figure 2, and 

Figure 5 is a view partially in section of a 
modified form of handle. 

Referring now to Figure 1, there is disclosed 
a platform rocker and, since this may com 
prise a construction conforming to the usual type 
of furniture of this character, it have illustrated 
only those elements With Which niny invention is 
associated. 
As is usual in these devices, there is a base 

member and a chair or rocker member 2, 
the base member having spaced sides 3, con 
nected by a front transverse frame element g. 
The rocker member 2 is provided with Spaced 
rockers 5 connected by a front transverse frame 
element which preferably is located above and 
in Substantial alignment With the transverse 
frame element 4 when the base and rocker 
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2 
members are in the position shown in Figure 1. 
Referring now to Figures 2 and 4, I provide a 

block of Solid metal or the like having upper 
and lower fanges 8 and 9 provided with open 
ings for the reception of Screws 2 or other Suit 
able fastening means for Securing the block to 
the front face of the transverse element, 6. The 
block has a Smooth vertical bore or opening 
2 extending therethrough and a horizontal pas 
Sage or opening 22 coinmunicating with the bore 
2 and extending through one wall of the block. 
This paSSage is screw threaded for a purpose to 
e presently described. 
Mounted on the transverse element 4 of the 

base member below the block is a bracket 23 
haWing holes for the reception of screws 25 or 
the like, by which the bracket is Secured to said 
element 4. This bracket is provided with spaced 
arnas 25 between which a pivot pin 26 extends 
and to which it is Secured by riveting or in any 
other Suitable manner. A rod 2: has a transverse 
bore at its lower end through which the pin 26 
eXtends to pivotally mount the rod on the bracket 
between the artins 25. The upper portion of the 
'Od 2 passes through the bore 2 of the block 

and is adapted to slide therein during rela 
tive movement between the rocker and base men 
bers. As clearly shown in Figures 3 and 4, there 
is Sufficient clearance between the diameters of 
the rod and bore 2 to prevent binding between 
these elements during rocking Gf the rocker men 
be upon the base inenber. 

Referring particularly to Figure 2, the numeral 
28 designates a locking bar which is spaced from 
and extends Sustaintially parallel to the trans 
verse frame element is. This bar passes through 
an opening 29 in one of the rockers 5 and may 
he journalled in a bearing or bushing 30 lining 
the opening 29. The opening 23 is in alignment 
With the horizontal passage 22 and the inner end 
pOrior of the bar 2S is threaded and Screwed 
into the threaded passage 22. 
To facilitate operation of the locking bar, a 

handle 3 is mounted on its outer end and ex 
tends transversely thereof along the outer face 
of the adjacent rocker 5, as shown in Figure 1. 
This handle is formed from a solid piece of 
metal and has a transverse portion 32 at its inner 
end provided with a socket 33 for receiving the 
Outer threaded end of the locking bar 28. This 
portion 32 has a threaded opening connecting 
With the bore 33 for the reception of a set screw 
34 or the like to secure the handle gin the locking 
bar. 
The inner end portion of the bar 28 is threaded 
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as at 35 and is screwed into the threaded passage 
22 of the block 7 (see Figure 3). With this 
arrangement the bar may be rotated so that its 
extreme inner end 36 will come into contact 
with the bar 27 and force the latter into locking 
engagement with the block, that is, the end of 
the bar will move the rod into binding engage 
ment with the bore 23 of the block and Since the 
block is fixed to the transverse frame element 6, 
the rod is effectively locked against movement in 
the block, thereby locking the rocker and base 
members against relative movement. These 
members may be locked in the position. Shown in 
Figure 1 or, if desired, the rocker member may 
be locked in an inclined position with respect to 
the base inenber. 
When it is desired to convert the device to a 

rocker, the handle is actuated to reverse the ro 
tation of the bar and move the extreme end 33 
thereof out of contact with and away from the 
rod 2 to the position shown in Figure 3, thereby 
permitting the bar to slide through the block aind 
thus aiowing the rocker member to rock Upon 
the base Inernber. 
In order to insure that the locking bar 28 Will 

not accidentally rotate from its inoperative po 
sition during rocking movement of the rocker 
member 2, I provide a, coil spring 3 Surround 
ing the inner end of the locking bar and held in 
operative position against sliding movement on 
the bar by a pin 33 extending trainSversely 
through said locking bar. The distance between 
the pin and block is such that the Spring Will be 
compressed in both the operative and inoperative 
positions of the locking bar. While the Spring 3 
Will be compressed to a greater extent when the 
bar is in locking engagement With the rod 2. 
than when it is moved away from the Same into . 
inoperative position, nevertheless in this latter 
position the spring will be compressed Sufficiently 
to frictionally lock the bar 23 against accidental 
rotation. Since movement of the bar 23 toward 
the rod 2 increasingly connpresses the Spring 3, 
this constitutes a further guarantee against ac 
cidental movement of the bar to Ward the rod. 

It is to be understood that the threads 35 of 
the bar and those formed in the transverse paS 
sage 22 may be either right or left hand threads 
as desired. Furthermore while it has been Stated 
that the handle extends along the Outer fa?ce of 
the adjacent rocker, as shown in Figure 1, it is 
to be understood this is only one position of the 
handle and that when it is grasped and moved 
to rotate the bar in cine direction or the other, 
it will rotate therewith and may eventually ex 
tend substantially vertically, overlying the base 
portion 3, as shown in Figure 2. Obviously the 
parts may be reversed, with the block, bar and 
handle mounted on the base menber and the 
rod and its bracket mounted on the rocker 
member. 
Figure 5 discloses a modified form of handle 

construction. In this arrangement the Outer end 
of locking bar 2S is extended and bent at Sub 
stantially right angles to the rest of the bar to 
provide a handie receiving portion 39. A handle 
is of plastic, wood or any other Suitable material 
is formed with a bore or socket 4 to mount the 
portion 39 of the bar 3 and a pin. A passes 
through the transverse openings Within handle 
and portion 39 to Secure these members together 
and this lock the handle to the har. 

It is to be further understood that the in 
vention is not inited to the details of construc 
tion ShoWn in the dra Wings and that the phrase 
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4. 
ology employed in the specification is for the 
purpose of description and not of limitation. 

Cairn: 
... A lockiig device for logKing chairs of the 

giatform type having a base member and a rocker 
member, comprising a bar having one end thereof 
adapted to be pivotad to one of Said meaberS, a. 
block adapted to the Secured to the other ine:ber 
and having a Cre extending therethrough for 
eceiving Saig bar and in which Said air is adapt 
ed to slide tiring novesent of the rocker men 
ber, Said block having a passage ending trans 
versely of and Corrainicating W aid hole and 
xtending threagh gna waii of Said hig CK, a lock 

ing rod adapted to be taouinted on Said last nen 
tioned member and a wing Ore end thereof lo 
cated in said transverse passage and in Ovable into 
engagement with said hair to force Said ear into 
locking engagerient with said block and thereby 
lock said base and rocker in einke:S 2 gainst rela 
tive movement, and neans connected With Said. 
locking rod and block to retain Said rod against. 
accidental noverinent in any position of adjust 
ranet. 

2. A locking swice for rocking chai'S of the 
platfoin type having a base meinber and a 'Ocker 
Inenber, comprising a bar having one end thereof 
adapted to be pivoted to one of S&id Ele:abel'S, a. 
block adapted to be secured to the other men 
ear and having a bore extending therethrough 
for receiving said bar and in which Said-bai' is 
adapted to side during novement of the rocker 
remier, said block having a threaded paSSage 
extending transversely of and communicating 
With said o'e and extending through one wall 
of said block, a locking rod adapted to be rotata 
by naouinted on said last mentioned member and 
having a threaded end engageable. With tie. 
readed tranSyeise passage of the lock, Where 

by rotation of said rod in one direction will move 
its threaded end into engaggient with Said bar 
to force Said bai' into locking engagennet With 
said block and thereby logk. said a Se and rocker 

enhei's against reiative in overeint, and Ileans 
connected with Said locking rod- and block to. 
retain said rod against acaidental novenent. in 
any position of adjustinent. 

3. A locking device for rocking chairs of it 
platform type having a base member and a rocker. 
reiner, Orprising a, a having one end thereof 
adapted to he pivoted to one of Said members, a 
block adapted to de Secured to the other neinber 
and having a O2 exteiding teethioliga foil. 
receiving Said an and in Whiin Said oar is adapt 
ed to side during novelent of the roker agrin 
her, Said block having a threaded passage exe 
tending transversely of and coranunicating with 
S3 is gi'e and extending arough one Wall of Said 
block, a locking '3d adapted to ie rotataly. 
noted on Said last in eatigned inéinher, and 
having a thireaded end engagea, he with the 
threaded transyerse passage of the block, where 
by rotation of Said rod in one direction Will move 
its threaded end into engage ent, With Said bar 
to force Said bar into Q2king engageent. With 
Said Ogik and hereby lock said base and rocker 
inege's agaii St relative ovement, as a coil 
Spring guinted o: Said red and in all positions 
of adjustinent thereof compressed against Said 

ck to thereby retain Said iod against acci 
dental rotation. 

4. A locking device for rocking chairs of the 
platforn. Sype having a case iticizei and a rogxer. 
Eneier, Cornprising a lar having one end.thereof. 
adapted to be pivoted to one of Said innembers, a 
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block adapted to be secured to the other member 
and having a bore extending therethrough for 
receiving said bar and in which said bar is adapt 
ed to slide during movement of the rocker mem 
ber, said block having a threaded passage extend 
ing transversely of and communicating with Said 
bore and extending through one wall of Said 
block, a locking rod adapted to be rotatably 
mounted on Said last mentioned member and 
having a threaded end engageable with the 
threaded transverse passage of the block, where 
by rotation of said rod in one direction will move 
its threaded end into engagement with Said bar 
to force Said bar into locking engagement with 
Said block and thereby lock Said base and rocker 
members against relative movement, said rod 

0. 

5 

having an abutment adjacent its inner end and a 
coil Spring mounted on Said rod between said 
abutment and Said block, and in all positions of 
adjustment of Said rod, compressed against said 
block to thereby retain said rod against acci 
dental rotation. 

ROBERT ALLEN BURTON. 
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