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(87) Abstract: This semiconductor laser element (10) comprises a substrate (21)
and a semiconductor laminate (10S). The semiconductor laminate (10S) has an
N-side semiconductor layer (22), an active layer (23), a P-side semiconductor
layer (24), and a P-type contact layer (25). The semiconductor laminate (10S)
has two end surfaces. A laser beam resonates between the two end surfaces. The
semiconductor laminate (10S) has a ridge part (20r) extending in a resonance
direction, and a bottom part (20b) surrounding the periphery of the ridge part
(20r) in a top view of the semiconductor laminate (10S). The ridge part (20r)
protrudes upward from the bottom part (20b), is spaced apart from the two end
surfaces, and includes at least a portion of the P-type contact layer (25). A cur-
rent injection window (25a), which is a region into which current is injected, is
formed only on the ridge part (20r) of the upper surface of the semiconductor
laminate (10S). The distance from the upper surface of the active layer (23) to
the bottom part (20b) is uniform.
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