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. The invention relates generally to container
structures and primarily seeks to provide a novel,
simple and inexpensively manufactured container
in which sterile compresses of the well known
“Band-~Aid” type can be marketed and from which

" . they can be dispensed:with facility.

In its more detailed nature the invention resides
in providing a novel container structure for pack-
aging a quantity of sterile compresses of well
known, elongated “Band-Aid” type, said structure
being elongated and rectangular in shape to
snugly receive the quantity of compresses and
having registering apertures adjacent one end
thereof and through opposing faces so that one
seeking to dispense a compress from the container
can apply pressure against the contained pack

- . of .compresses, by_finger or thumb through one

face aperture, and thus cause an end of & single
compress at the opposite face.of the container
to be projected through the aperture in that face
8o that il can ‘be readily gripped between finger
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and thumb of the other hand and withdrawn -

for use. Y
Another. object of the invention is to
a container of the character stated in which the

pressure applying and compress dispensing aper-

tures are formed only when it is intended to dis-

providé -
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.pense and use the first compress, removable areas -

being initially defined at the positions of the in-
 tended apertures by perforations, or a combina-
" tion of perforations and slits which facilitate re-
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moval. of these areas whenever desired, thereby )

providing for complete sanitary sealing of the
package prior to the initial use of the compress.

With the above and other objects in view that
‘will hereinafter appear, the nature of the inven-
tion will be more fully understood by following
the detailed description, the appended claims and
the several views illustrated in the accompanying
drawing. S o o

In the drawing: o '
- Pigure 1 is a perspective view illustrating a
standard well known type of sterile compress
such as the present invention is adapted for pack-
--aging and dispensing, the compress and its re-
movable protecting sheath being shown separated
one from the other. -

Figure 2 is a central vertical cross section of a.
metallic container embodying the invention.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the container
structure illustrated in Figure 2, the telescopically
assembled parts of the container being shown
separated one from the other.

Pigure 4 is a face view illustrating a modified
form of the container structure.
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Figure 5 is a central vertical cross section of
the container illustrated in Figure 4. R
Figure 6 is a fragmentary face view showing

_an additionally modified form of the container. -

While the container disclosed and claimed here-
in is adaptable for the packaging and dispensing
of any flexible, elongated element, it is particu-
larly designed for packaging and dispensing sterile
‘compresses of a standard well known type known
to the market as “Band-Aid.” One of the
standard, well known forms of compresses is illus-
trated in Figure 1 of the drawing and comprises
a sterile compress 5 having a gauze strip protec-

‘tive backing § and the, usual adbesive tape ex-

tensions 7 which provide for convenient attach-
ment of the compress at the point at which it is
to be applied. The unit also includes removable

' protective tabs 8 of gauze and is removably in-

serted in a protective sheath 9 of glassine paper.

The improved container in which the sheath
compress units are packaged inthe manner illus-
trated in Figure 2 is in the form of an elongated

_rectangle, as will be evident by reference to Fig-

ures 2.and 3. ‘This container includes a base

‘member having & bottom face 10, sides §1 and
"ends {2, and may readily be drawn to the shape

clearly illustrated in Figures 2 and 3. The con-
tainer is completed by a shallow slip-over cover

" which is also drawn from sheet metal to include

& top face 13, sides 14, and ends {5, the sides and
ends 14 'and 15 being dimensioned to.snugly re-
ceive the sides and ends-14, 1Z. of the base sec-
tion. Each of the base aiad cover sections is

-provided with a generally rectangular opening in

the manner clearly illustrated in Figures 2 and 3.
The opening in the bottom faze 10 is designated
6 and the .opening in tte top 7.ce 13 is indicated
at 17, and these openir.ss rexi;itr one with the
other and are disposed close i~ ~ae end of the
container so as to provide a relat short length
confining shoulder i§ at each fac- of the con-
tainer for confining the upper flexible end ex-
tremities of the “Band-Aid” units i% which fill
the container in face to face parallel relation
between the parallel face walls 10 and 3 in the
manner clearly illustrated in Figure 2. '

If desired, the metallic container structure illus-
trated 'in Figures 2 and 3 may be initially mar-
keted with an overall protective wrapper of paper
or any other material- which can be readily re-
moved prior to jinitial use of the “Band-Aids.”
It will be obvious that by applying pressure by
finger or thumb through one of the container
face openings 16 or 17, the flexible end portions -
of the “Band-Aid” units can be pressed toward
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the opposing aperture I8 or 7, thereby to cause
the upper extremity of the outermost unit to snap
over the rctaining shoulder 18 and out through
the outermost opening in the manner indicated
in dotted lines in Figure 2.

In Figurcs 4 and 5 of the drawing there is il-
justrated a modificd form of the container in
which the assembled half sections 20 and 2( arc
formed of heavy paper or other suitable non-
metallic material. In this form of the invention
each base and top section 20 and 21 is provided
with connected lines of perforations 22 or weak-
ened portions defining a tear-out piece 23 which
may be readily removed to provide the desired
pressure applying and element dispensing aper-
tures. 'The advantage of such structures will be
obvious. A container co constructed will remain
sealed throughout the base and top walls of the
sections 20 and 21 until it is intended to make the
initial use of the “Band-Aids” at which time the
tear-out areas 23 can be removed and apertures
provided for the first time in the container sec-
tions 20 and 21. It will be obvious that the tele-
scoping portions of the section 20 and 2l in this
form of container may be sealed, if desired, so as
to additionally assure the provision of a sani-
tary package.

In Figure 6 of the drawing there is illustrated
still anhother modification of the invention in
~ which the container may be formed, as in Fig-

ures 4 and 5, except for the provision of per-,

foration lines 24 around sides and top only of the
intended pressure applying or element dispens-
ing aperture, the remaining or base side of the
arca being defined by a bend or score line 25.
Thus, by freeing the resultant flap around the
three sides defined by the weakened lines 24, and
by bending this freed flap in or out at the bend
line 25, the desired pressure applying and element
dispensing openings are provided without neces-
sitating complete removal of the base and cover
areas through which the apertures are formed.
Obviously, retention of the flaps defined by the
weakened lines 24 aid greatly in maintaining the
sanitary nature of the container.

In the foregoing description there is dlsclosed
a very simple and efficient form of dispensing
container which is particularly adaptable for
containing and dispensing elongated, flexible ele-

ments such as the well known sterile compresses *

marketed as “Band-Aid,” but it is to be under-
stood that the container can be utilized to pack-
age and dispense other elements of flexible con-
struction and may be altered as to specific shape
and form without departing from the scope of
the invention as defined in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A compress or like flexible element dispens-
ing container comprising an elongated rectangu-
lar casing having wall portions defining a com-
press element pack enclosing chamber, two of said
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wall portions opposing each other and interven-
ing flat portions of enclosed compress elements
in parallel relation, and having registering open-
ings therein through nne of which openings pres-
sure can be hand applied against the pack of en-
closed compresses to force said pack toward the
other opening and one end portion of one com-
press of the pack out through said other open-
ing to be readily grasped and withdrawn there-
through, said openings being disposed adjacent
but spaced from one end of the casing thereby
to define compress element confining shoulders of
short length at the adjacent casing end.

2. A compress or like flexible element dispens-
ing container ¢comprising an elongated rectangu-
lar casing having wall portions defining a com-
press element pack enclosing chamiber, two of
said portions opposing each other and interven-
ing flat portions of enclosed compress elements in
parallel relation, and having surface areas de-
fined by weakened lines to constitute tear out pots
tions removable to provide registering openings
through one of which openings pressure can be
hand applied against the pack of enclosed com-
presses to force said pack toward the other open-
ing and one end portion of one compress of the .
pack out through said other opening to be readily
grasped and withdrawn therethrough, said open-
ings being disposed adjacent but spaced from one
end of the casing thereby to define compress ele-
ment confining shoulders of short length at the
adjacent casing end.

3. A compress or like ﬂex1ble element dlspens-
ing container comprising & rectangular casing
having wall portions defining a compress ele-
ment pack enclosing chamber, two of said wall
portions opposing each other and intervening flat
portions of enclosed compress elements in paral-
lel relation, and having surface areas defined at
three sides by perforations and at a fourth side
by a bend line to constitute displaceable portions
swingable out of the planes of said wall portions
to provide registering openings through one of
which openings pressure can be hand applied
against the pack of enclosed compresses to force
said pack toward the other opening and one end
portion of one compress of the pack out through
said other opening to be readily grasped and
withdrawn therethrough, one of said three sides
of each said surface area being disposed parallel
the respective bend line and spaced only a short
distance from the adjacent end of the container
and relative to the length of the elements of the
enclosed pack of compresses so as to form an
element confining shoulder effective to cause in-
dividual element ends to be flipped out of a given
opening upon said application of pressure
through the opposite opening.
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