Sept. 12, 1944, J. J. MANOFSKY 2,358,277
WALL CONSTRUCTION
Filed Feb. 7, 1941

ol % 0

VTR
e y: ¢ T 0

N . /2N
A Y >
e 5

'..'0

5 )

7.

"

.

> A A
SR
&
N S
S
X
3
NN &

| John J. MamoiSky;
‘ CBecu, M@«a{&yr@u«.

ATTORNEYS




Patented Sept. lZ; 1944

2,358,217

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,358,277
WALL CONSTRUCTION

John J. Manofsky, Warren, Ohio, assignor to
National Gypsum Company, Buffalo, N. Y.

Application February 7, 1941, Serial No, 377,775
8 Claims. (CL 72—46)

This invention relates to building constructions
and particularly to a novel wall construction.

In constructing building walls it is frequently
desired to provide bearing, non-bearing, and par-
tition walls with a smooth surface for being sub-
sequently decorated and, as an example, reference
may be had to a building wall of masonry, brick
or other suitable material, wherein it is desired
to provide the interior surface thereof with a
finish coat of plaster which may or may not sub-
sequently be provided with paint, wall paper or
other decorating material. ’

In a building which has already been con-
structed, bearing, non-bearing, and partition
walls presenting a rough or undesirable finish
- may; by means of the present invention, be pro-
vided with g smooth, flat surface and subse-
quently decorated in any desired manner.

The present invention provides novel, practical
and economical means for associating with bear-
ing, non-bearing, or partition wall construction,
a spaced strip, as, for instance, a baseboard, or
the like, which sfrip may serve the plasterer as
a guide or screed in establishing the thickness of
the plaster coating to be applied.

In proceeding to employ the novel means of
the present invention in the erection of a build-
ing wall having a finished interior surface, a
marginal trim element, which may comprise an
elongate metallic base member, is provided at its
opposite longitudinal edges with angular flanges
which form upper and lower facing channels.
Any desired number of securing elements may
be associated with such marginal element by as-
sembling such securing elements in the opposed
channels of the marginal element in a manner
which is described below. Each of the securing
elements is provided with means extending there-
from for securement to the building wall.

Such securement automatically disposes the
marginal or trim element in final position, par-
. allel to the unfinished surface of the building wall
but spaced forwardly thereof, preferably a dis-
tance equal to the thickness of the finish coating
material which is to be applied.

A complete and specific embodiment of the
teachings of my invention is set forth below, by
way of example only, although it will appear to
those skilled in the art to which the present in-
vention appertains that many mechanical
changes may be infroduced without departing
from the underlying principles of the invention.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of the lower por-
tion of one form of wall constructed in accord-
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ance with the teaching of my invention with por-
tions broken away for added clearness;

Fig. 2 is a transverse cross-sectional view of the
lower portion of the wall of Fig. 1 showing the
base strip securing means; and \

Fig. 3 is a detailed elevational view of a pre-
ferred form of the securing element of the in-
vention. :

In the drawing like characters of reference
denote like parts and the numeral {0 designates
a wall of masonry or the like which may com-
prise & wall of a building. The numeral {{ in-
dicates the inner side of such wall in Fig. 2, Fig,
1 being taken looking at such inner side.

The numeral {2 denotes an interior trim strip
which in the illustrated instance is a base mem-
ber having a vertically extending body portion
which, in the finished construction, extends
lengthwise along a room just above the floor.
The base member {2 is preferably provided along
its top and bottom edges with angularly extend-
ing flanges {3 and 14, respectively, which provide
facing openings for the reception of base member
securing devices which will now be described.

A base member securing device is indicated at

16 and comprises a flat base portion, preferably
somewhat elongate in a vertical direction. Each
of the securing devices 16 is provided at its lower
end with an offset |17 which terminates in a flange
18 extending parallel to the base portion of the
device. The offset IT disposes the flange 8 a
predetermined lateral distance from the base por-
tion of the securing device, in the illustrated in-
stance approximately the thickness of the plaster
coating which is subsequently applied to the
building wall {0.
- An upwardly directed ear 20 may be struck di-
rectly from the body of the securing device 6
and is preferably arranged to have its terminal
portion disposed in substantially the same plane
as the flange 18, for cooperation therewith. In
the form illustrated the vertical distance from
the top of the ear 20 to the bottom of the flange
18 is substantially equal to the space between the
bottoms of the facing openings or channels
formed by the flahges 13 and 14 of the base mem-
ber {2, preferably plus a slight additional dis-
tance providing for spring compression of the
securing member in the base member in assem-
bled condition to assurce rigid assembly of the
elements 12 and 16.

It is intended that the securing device 16 be
assembled with respect to the base member 12
by disposing the ear 20 and the flange {8 against
the inner face of the member (2 with the device
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{8 extending horizontally, then rotating the se-
curing device to the vertical position shown in the
drawing, with the ear 20 disposed in the upper
opening or channel formed by the flange 13 and

‘the flange (8 disposed in the lower opening or

channel formed by the flange I4.

To permit rotative assembling movement of the
device 16 the lower edge of the flange {8 is pref-
erably curved, as shown in detail in Fig. 3. When
curved as there shown assembly will be effected
by counter-clockwise rotation of the securing de-
vice as seen in Figs. 1 and 3. It will be noted
that the curved portion of the flange 8 in Fig. 3
is produced by striking an arc from a center
slightly to the right of the vertical center line of
the securing device. By this means a slight over
center action is provided which resillently pre-
vents accidental disassembly of the securing de-
vice. To remove the securing device from its
position of assembly with respect to a base mem-
ber by clockwise rotation of the former, it is
necessary to slightly flex the flange 18 and the
ear 20 of the securing device toward each other.
The securing elements will have sufficient natural
resilience for this purpose,

It will be noted that the base portion of the
securing device 8§ extends upwardly substan-
tially beyond the upper edge of the associated
base member 12 and such upwardly extending
portion may be perforated as at 23 to receive
suitable fasteners, such as nails 24 or the lke.
In the form shown, the securing device is pro-
vided, for purposes of reinforcement, with longi-
tudinally formed embossments 28.

In using the novel means herein disclosed in
the construction of a finished building wall, two
or more of the securing devices 18 are engaged
with & base member 12 and after such securing
devices are in finally assembled position with re-
spect to the base member, the entire structure
is disposed against an unfinished building wall,
as, for instance, the masonry wall 10. The struc-
ture is then secured to such wall by nailing, or
the like. :

In one form, the wall of my invention is com-
pleted by applying a finish coat of plaster, or
the like, which may as in the case of the plaster
coat 268 in the form shown in Figs. 1 and 2, be
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flush with the outer face of the base member {2,
The plaster used in providing the coat 26 may, as
in the illustrated instance, substantially fill the
space between the base member 12 and the build-
ing wall 0.

What is claimed is:

1. In building construction, a wall, & baseboard
having formations providing channels at its up-
per and lower edges, and a baseboard securing
element comprising oppositely directed ears dis-
posed in a common plane, the dimension across
said ears being approximately the same as the
distance between the bottoms of said channel
formations and comprising the major dimension
of sald element whereby the ears may be engaged
in said opposite channels by relative rotation of
said element with respect to the baseboard to
dispose said securing element against the back
of said baseboard, sald securing element having
means disposed in a plane spaced laterally from
the plane of said ears for securement to said wall,
one of said ears having a rounded corner to facili~
tate rotational engagement and a square corner
to limit rotation when said element is in prop-
erly assembled position. - .

2. A building element comprising a substan-
tially flat portion for securement against a build-
ing wall, an outwardly extending offset flange
at one end thereof, and an offset ear interme-
diate of said flat portion and directed away from
sald flange to provide therewith a pair of oppo-
sitely directed substantially co-planar projec-
tions for engagement with a baseboard or the
like, said flat portion extending substantially be-
yond said intermediate ear in the direction op-
posite to said offset flange to permit access there-
to for securement to said building wall.

3. A building element comprising a substan-
tially flat portion perforated at one end for se-
curement fo a building wall, an outwardly ex-
tending offset flange at the opposite end thereof,
and an offset ear intermediate of said flange and
sald perforated portion and directed away from
sald flange to provide therewith a pair of oppo-
sitely directed substantially co-planar projec-
tions for engagement with a baseboard or the
like. :
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