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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN GREINER,
residing in Munich, Bavaria, Germany, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Stocking-Expanders, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to a stocking ex-
pander composed of a length of wire bent into
the form of a flattened stockingand designed
1o to shape stoekings and to permit them to be

dried without shrinking or losing their form.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation of my improved stocking ex-
pander. Fig. 2 is an elevation of a modifica-

15 tion.

The stocking expander is composed of a
continuous length of wire, bent to assume the
outline of a flattened stocking, viz., a leg and
foot. The leg of theexpanderis divided into

20 a front section b and a rear section ¢. Each
section is coiled at the top to constitute a
spring o’,c? whilea similar spring a3is formed
at the toe. The two ends a% and o, of the
wire, form the twoinner shanks of the divided

25 leg and they are connected by a slip joint as
shown. That is to say, the wire a® is looped
around the wire a*, so thai as the leg of the
expander is compressed, the looped wire af

w

will be free to slide down upon the straight
wire a®. The result is, that the expander 3,
will always exert a uniform pressure upon ~
narrow and upon wide stockings. It will be
seen that when the expander is thrust into a
stocking, the divided leg will permit a con-
traction, while the springs will cause an ex- 33
pansion of the device, so that the expander
may beTeadily fitted into a stosking and will
streteh the same when in place.

In Fig. 2.a hook d is pivoted to the spring -
a® and engages the shank a*of the expander. 40
This hook prevents an undue stretching of the
stocking. :

What Ieclaim is—

A stocking expander composed of a length
of wire bent to form a spring footand a spring 45
leg and in which the two free ends a, o’ of
the wire form the twoinner shanks of theleg
section and are interlooped to form a slip
joint, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 5o
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscribing witmesses.

‘ C. GREINER.

Witnesses:

ALBERT WEICKMAN,
C. MAYER.




