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sylvania 

Application April 14, 1953, Serial No. 348,666 
4. Claims. (C. 240-51.11) 

Our invention relates, generally, to luminaires and, 
more particularly, to fluorescent luminaires which are 
adapted primarily for overhead lighting in a variety of 
ceiling patterns. 
As can readily be appreciated in keeping with the 

present day esthetic values, it is highly desirable that a 
lighting system for large areas provide a high degree of 
lighting efficiency, and at the same time provide a uniform 
and harmonious appearance. This is particularly nec 
essary in large commercial establishments, such as de 
partment stores where the lighting requirements may 
vary with reference to the goods being merchandised or 
the particular decor that may be desired. Although 
these features are desirable, it is obvious that the price 
of such features will, to a large extent, determine the 
success of a particular lighting system. Accordingly, it 
is the primary object of our invention to provide a 
lighting system of the type described at a reasonable 
commercial price. 

Another more general object of our invention is to 
provide improved shields with novel means of support 
from the luminaires. 
A more specific object of our invention is to provide 

a shielding device for luminaires which may be pivotally 
secured to either side of such a luminaire and may be 
securely latched to such a luminaire at its other side. 

In many luminaire installations, it is also desirable 
that a translucent member, such as glass, plastic or other 
materials, be used to cover the luminaire in order to 
prevent objectionable glare from lamps. In the past, 
considerable difficulty has been encountered in shipping 
luminaire shielding devices having the glass member 
positioned therein due to breakage. Accordingly, an 
other object of our invention is to provide a luminaire 
shielding device which may be shipped in separate com 
ponent parts and which may quickly and easily be as 
sembled with a glass or plastic panel or group of panels. 
A more specific object of our invention is to provide 

a luminaire shielding device adapted to receive a glass or 
plastic member which includes end frame members with 
integral locking clips which at time of assembly posi 
tions all frame members and securely locks in place by 
wedging entire frame assembly. . 
These and other objects of our invention will become 

more apparent when taken in conjunction with the draw 
ings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, partially exploded and 
partially in section, of one type of luminaire construct 
ed in accordance with the principles of our invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view, partially in section and 
partially broken away, of a type of luminaire different 
from the type shown in Fig. 1, showing one shielding 
device in an open position; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of a shielding device con 
structed in accordance with the principles of our inven 
tion, which is adapted to be used in either type of lumi 
naire shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 
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Fig. 4 is an enlarged transverse cross-sectional view 
of the shielding device shown in Fig. 3 taken substantial 
ly along the line IV-V of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of a shielding device of a 
type different than that shown in Fig. 3, constructed in 
accordance with the principles of our invention, and which 
is adapted to be used in either type of luminaire shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 6 is a transverse cross-sectional view of the shield 
ing device shown in Fig. 5 taken substantially along the 
line VI-VI of Fig. 5; ( 

Fig. 7 is a partial exploded perspective view of the 
means employed to pivotally secure a shielding device 
to the body member of a luminaire; 

Fig. 8 is a partial perspective detail view of the means 
employed to removably latch a shielding device. to the 
body member of a luminaire; 

Fig. 9 is an exploded perspective view of a hanger 
bracket combination consisting of a U-shaped bracket 
and an L-shaped bracket utilized to support body mem 
bers of luminaires constructed in accordance with the 
principles of our invention when arranged in ceiling pat 
terns. 
As can readily be appreciated in laying out a light 

ing system utilizing one or more recessed luminaires, 
the method of supporting the luminaires is a matter of 
choice dependent, to a degree, on the type of ceiling open 
ing construction involved. Over a period of time the 
method of supporting Such luminaires in various ceiling 
opening constructions has also, to a degree, become 
standardized. One generally adopted method of mount 
ing such luminaires in fabricated types of ceiling such as 
metal ceiling pans 1 is illustrated in Fig. 1 and employs 
a snap-in locking member which may also be of various 
standard designs. in general, however, all such snap-in 
locking members are designed so that a standard form of 
locking flange on the luminaire, which is more fully de 
scribed hereinafter, may be secured simply by snapping 
the luminaire upwardly into place, thereby captively 
retaining the luminaire. - 

In Fig. 1, two different snap-in locking members are 
shown, one a standard T-bar 2, the other an inverted 
heart-shaped snap bar 4. T-bars 2 may be secured in 
place by suitable means (not shown) and cross-braced, 
if desired, by any suitable structural members such as 
channels 6. Snap bar 4, as illustrated, is adapted to be 
supported by an adjustable hanger 8 which may be suita 
bly suspended from an upper cross-framing or ceiling 
structure (not shown). A standard flange form may 
be secured by either T-bars 2 or snap bars 4, ordinarily 
however, two T-bars 2 or two snap bars 4 would be 
utilized rather than one of each as shown. The particu 
lar method of mounting either a T-bar 2 or a snap bar 
4 is well known in the art and does not form any part 
of this invention. It will be noted however that al 
though T-bar 2 and snap-bar 4 differ in form, that both 
are provided with a longitudinal central bottom opening. 
T-bar 2 has downwardly extending arms 10, each hav 
ing an outward bead 12, therein, which are adapted to be 
engaged by a standard flange shape inserted in the open 
ing 4 between arms 10. Snap-bar 4 is provided with 
downward and outwardly sloping side members 15, each 
of which is terminated in an inwardly rounded reversely 
bent end 16. The bent ends 16 are adapted to be en 
gaged by both the hanger 8 and by a standard flange 
shape inserted in the opening 18 between bent ends 16. 
As shown in Fig. 1, one form of luminaire incorporat 

ing the features of our invention comprises a trough 
shaped body member 20 having downwardly extending 
side walls 22 each of which has at its lower edge an ir. 
regular shaped light trap 21 which in turn terminates in 
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outwardly and upwardly extending flanges 24 having an 
integral inwardly rounded longitudinal bead 26 therein. 
It will be noted that bead 26 is one particular standard 
flange form which is adapted to be inserted in either 
opening 14 between arms 10 of T-bar 2, or in opening 
18 between ends 16 of snap bar 4. Thus, it will be ob 
served that there is no left or right to body member 20 
since opposite sides are of identical form, so that body 
member 20 may be secured in place merely by Snapping 
the luminaire upwardly into place until the engagement 
of beads 26 with a bead 12 or 16 occurs thus captively 
retaining the luminaire. It will also be noted that by 
such construction, various luminaires of different lengths 
may be installed end to end and that the luminaires may 
be slidably moved longitudinally in the support mem 
bers, and that such luminaires are supported on each side 
for their entire length. At any time the metal pan type 
of ceiling construction may be snapped into either T-bar 
2 or snap-bar 4, depending upon which type is employed, 
and such ceiling material is provided with flanges similar 
to flanges 24 to engage the bead 12 or 16 and utilized by 
flanges 24 of the luminaire, in order to provide a ceiling 
flush with the bottom edge of the luminaire. 

Another well known and generally adopted method of 
installing luminaires is illustrated in Fig. 2. In this case 
a luminaire with a wide finishing flange must be used. 
In order to support the luminaire finishing flange flush 
against the ceiling surface in a dry type or plaster type 
ceiling 19, light traps 21 of body member 20 terminate 
in flat flanges 30 rather than an upwardly extending flange 
24, as previously discussed. The ceiling may be Sup 
ported by a number of structural cross members which 
may be secured in position in any Suitable manner, and 
as before, the particular supporting members and their 
method of being secured in plan do not form a part of 
our invention. As shown, for the purpose of illustration 
only, two different types of support members are arranged 
in parallel lines. One such support member comprises 
channel 32, and the other comprises an approximately 
T-shaped plaster frame side member 34. If desired, all 
the lines of such support members may be cross-braced 
by means of suitable cross members such as channels 36 
secured to channels 32 in any suitable manner, Such as 
by wire lashing 38. Similar cross bracing may be used 
with members 34 suitably secured thereto. If desired a 
non snap-in type of “dry” ceiling construction may be 
utilized in place of plastered ceiling 19. 
A U-shaped hanger 40, which is more clearly shown in 

Fig. 9, is channel shaped in section and comprises two 
downward extending arms 42 which terminate in a cen 
trally outwardly curved portion 44. Each arm 42 is pro 
vided with a series of spaced vertical holes 43 through 
which by any suitable means, such as a bolt and nut as 
sembly, a variety of tie clips may be secured. The selec 
tion of the particular tie clip is dependent upon the par 
ticular structural support member employed. When a 
channel support member such as channel 32 is employed, 
an L-shaped tie clip 33 is used which is provided on one 
arm with two holes 50 which may be aligned with holes 
43 in either arm 42 of hanger 40 and secured thereto by 
any suitable means, as previously indicated. The other 
arm of L-shaped tie clip 33 is provided with an elongated 
slot 52 which makes provision for wire lashing to chan 
nel 32. The selection of the particular mating holes 43 
in arm 42 with holes 50 in clip 33 is dependent upon the 
size and position of channel 32 used as a support nem 
ber. As the size of such structural channel members is 
well known, the spacing of holes 43 in arm 42 is such 
that various commonly used channels may be employed. 
With the type of structural support members such as 

side members 34, an irregular-shaped tie clip 56 is used. 
Curved portion 44 of arm 42 is positioned against the 
underside of the cross portion 68 of side member 34 at 
one side of the member 34, with the other side of cross 
bar portion 68 of the side member 34 engaged by the 
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curved portion 66 of clip 56. As the back portion 58 
of clip 56 is provided with holes 60, the hanger 40 may 
be clamped to the side member 34 by any suitable means 
such as bolt and nut assembly 62 extending through holes 
60 and mating holes 43 in arm 42 of hanger .40. 
The bight portion 70 of hanger 40 is provided with two 

threaded holes 72 through which machine screws 74 ex 
tend, which are utilized in conjunction with slotted bar 
rel nuts 76 for supporting a luminaire assembly, Bight 
portion 78 of the body member 20 is provided with slots 
3G (only one of which is shown) so that the body mem 
ber 20 may be simply placed in position from the under 
side of hanger 40 with the machine screws 74 extending 
through slots 80 and captively held in place by barrel 
nuts 76. As machine screws 74 cannot extend through 
barrel nuts 76, body member 20 may be raised to its 
proper height by turning barrel nuts 76 by means of a 
screwdriver inserted into slot 77 so that machine screws 
74 may be backed outwardly from threaded slots 72 in 
hanger 40 until the flanges 30 of body member 20 engage 
the lower surface of the ceiling 19. Thus, it will be 
noted that a body member 20, having flanges 30, may 
be positioned in hanger 40 so that flanges 30 rest flush 
against the underside of ceiling 19 regardless of the thick 
ness variations inherent in a plastered ceiling or dry type 
of ceiling or any combination thereof. 

It will be noted that each side wall 22 of body mem 
ber 20 comprises an upper member 82 which is at ap 
proximately a right angle with the bight portion 78 of 
body member 20, and an outward flared portion 84 
which is connected to either flanges 24 or 30 by integral 
irregular shaped light trap 21. A U-shaped bracket 88, 
which may be formed from any suitable material such 
as sheet metal is mounted in body member 20 at each 
end of the body member, by any suitable means such as 
sheet metal screws 89 extending through upwardly ex 
tending arms 90 of bracket 88 and engaging upper men 
bers 82 of body member 20. Each bracket 88 is posi 
tioned at approximately the point where each portion 84 
of each side wall starts to flare outward and is provided 
with irregular offsets 92 in which downwardly extending 
lamp holders 94 are positioned which may be suitably 
secured to bracket 88. As a general rule, the lamp hold 
ers 94 are positioned in offsets 92 and Secured to bracket 
88 at the factory, and may be later installed in the body 
member 20 as a sub-assembly. If desired as shown in 
both Figs. 1 and 2, lamp holders 94 are adapted to sup 
port a fluorescent tube type of lamp 95, however, other 
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types of light sources may be used if desired with the con 
struction of the body member 20. Also, body member 
20 can be of various lengths and the position of brackets 
88 and lamp holders 94 may be varied in order that vari 
ous standard fluorescent tube lengths may be utilized. 
As shown in Fig. 1, a ballast unit 96 is installed by 

any suitable means such as a plurality of machine screw 
and nut assemblies 98 upon the bight portion 78 of body 
member 20. Once ballast 96 is installed, the requisite 
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wiring of the luminaire may be done in the chamber 
formed by the brackets 88 and the upper portions 82 of 
side walls 22. A number of standard knockouts (not 
shown) may be provided both in the upper portions 82 of 
side walls 22 and the bight portion 78 of body member 
20 as may be needed and determined by general electri 
cal wiring practices. Once the requisite wiring has been 
accomplished, a reflector 100 may be suitably secured to 
each bracket 88 by any suitable means, such as a down 
wardly extending machine screw 102 threadedly engaged 
in each bracket 88. Reflector 100 is provided with slots 
104 at each of its ends which are slightly greater in 
width than the diameter of machine screws 102 so that 
either slot 104 of reflector member 100 may be initially 
placed around the machine screw 102 at either end and 
a nut i05 placed thereon to hold one end of reflector 100 
loosely in position. By positioning reflector 100 in this 
manner so that one screw 102 engages the bottom of one 
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slot 104, the other end of reflector 100 will clear the other 
screw 02 and nut i05 extending downward from the 
bracket 88 at the other end of body member 20. Then 
by moving reflector 100 toward the other screw 102, re 
flector 100 may be positioned so that it may be secured 
to each bracket 88 by each nut 105. 

Although two different types of support members are 
shown in Fig. 2 for use with the “wet' type of ceiling, 
such as a plastered ceiling 19, this is merely illustrative 
of two different types of support members with which 
luminaires constructed in accordance with our invention 
may be utilized. As a general rule, however, only one 
type of support member is utilized on each side of body 
member 20. The method of supporting body member 20 
by channel members such as channel 32 is well known 
and such type of support does not constitute a part of 
our invention. In many instances such channel members 
have presented serious mounting difficulties when used in 
any manner except in nonintersecting lines due to the work 
necessary to join and support channels together. In 
order to circumvent such mounting difficulties, we prefer 
to employ the side member 34, which may be used in con 
junction with other members in a wide variety of arrange 
ments, thereby permitting a higher degree of flexibility in 
the arrangement of luminaires. Side member 34 is also 
designed and constructed so that such flexibility may be 
obtained at a nominal installation cost, and is readily 
adaptable to provide the requisite openings in wet ceilings, 
regardless of the manner it is desired to mount the lumi 
naires. 
Due to the impracticability of mounting and wiring a 

complete lighting system before a ceiling in which such a 
system is to be installed is plastered, it is necessary that 
a plaster frame be provided. Such a frame must provide 
not only the requisite openings for the luminaires but also 
must provide a grounding surface to which the plasterer 
may work when plastering the ceiling. Side members 34 
are arranged in parallel rows spaced at a sufficient dis 
tance apart to permit a body member 20 to be inserted 
between the members 34 to be supported by hangers 40, 
as previously discussed herein. Side members 34 are fab 
ricated from a single piece of suitable material Such as 
sheet metal to provide both an upper crossbar 68 for 
mounting purposes heretofore discussed, and an out 
wardly extending bottom flange 86 to provide a grounding 
strip for the plasterer. 

Referring to Fig. 9, it will be noted that we have pro 
vided an additional hanger 121 which is similar to the 
hanger 40 previously discussed except that only one 
downward extending arm 42 is provided. Since hanger 
121 is substantially identical to hanger 40, identical parts 
have been given identical reference numerals. It will be 
noted that hanger 121 is provided with a clip 56 which 
may be secured to the outer side member 34 of a closed 
corner in the same manner previously discussed, and that 
cross portion 122 of hanger 121 may be secured to body 
member 20 in the same manner as bight portion 70 of 
hanger 40 is secured to a body member 20 as has also 
been previously discussed. A tapered flat plate 123 which 
may be formed from any suitable material, such as sheet 
steel, is secured to inner end of hanger 121 by any suit 
able means, such as spot welding, and is secured flush 
against the underside of hanger 40 by means of bolt and 
nut assemblies 127 extending through holes in the bight 
portion 70 of hanger 40 and mating holes in plate 123. 
By this means it will be noted that a secure supporting 
means is provided for a body member 20 when assem 
bled at right angles to another body member 20. 

It should also be noted that both hangers 40 and 21 
are provided with slots 130 in the bight portion 70 and 
cross portion 122, respectively, in order that such hanger. 
members may be supported from an upper latticework of 
support members in any suitable manner (not shown). 
Although such a consruction is not shown, it is quite com 
mon to provide a so-called false ceiling and, therefore, in 
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173 are provided at each of its ends. 

6 
order to obtain additional flexibility of our improved lu 
minaires, slots 130 have been provided for such types of 
construction. Plate 123 is provided with an identical slot 
129 so as to provide a similar opening through the hanger 
40 to which it is attached. 

Referring again to Figs. 1, 2, 7 and 8, each light trap 
21, which joins either flange 24 or 30 with the lower por 
tions 84 of sidewalls 22 of body member 20, comprises 
starting from flange 24 or 30, an integral upwardly ex 
tending portion 160 and a cross portion 161 which is 
sloped downwardly at its inner end adjoining lower por 
tion 84 of body member 20. Each upwardly extending 
portion 160 is provided with a side slot 162 having a 
downwardly extending stem portion 163 in alignment 
with a rectangular slot 169 or 164 in flange 24 or 30, re 
spectively. Slots 162, 163, 164; 162, 163, 169; are pro 
vided so that if desired a shielding device may be remov 
ably positioned in body member 20 in order to provide 
necessary shielding of lamps. 
Under present day conditions there are two generally 

accepted types of shielding devices for luminaires, and it 
is a purpose of our invention to require only one type of 
shielding device supporting means regardless of the type 
of shielding devices that may be employed. Accordingly, 
Fig. 1 illustrates a lighting installation in which door as 
sembly 165 has a glass panel 166 positioned below lamps 
95; and Fig. 2 illustrates a lighting installation in which 
shielding device, 167 has a louver construction com 
prising a plurality of spaced parallel rows of intersecting 
plates 168 positioned below lamps 95. 
As can readily be appreciated under present day trans 

portation conditions, considerable difficulty has been 
encountered in shipping the glass for the glass shielding 
device assembled in its frame such as glass 166 without 
entailing considerable breakage. Also it is found to be 
quite difficult to satisfactorily package a completed shield 
ing device 65 and that in general it is far preferable 
from a breakage standpoint to ship glass 66 as a sepa 
rately wrapped item or in bulk. Accordingly a shield 
ing device 65 constructed in accordance with the prin 
ciples of our invention permits glass panels 166 to be 
separately wrapped or in bulk and shipped. Since the 
frames are shipped independently, it is the purpose of our 
invention in order to minimize shipping and handling 
costs to provide a collapsible frame which may readily 
be assembled in the field. As more clearly shown in 
Figs. 3 and 4, the frame for a door 65 comprises two 
side members 175 each adapted to be secured at each of 
its ends to channel-shaped end members 170, which have 
an upwardly extending outer flange 17 and a shorter 
upwardly extending inner flange 72. End members. 170 
are formed so that angularly extending arm portions 

In order to pro 
vide an edge against which glass 166 may be positioned 
within end members 170, an L-shaped support 74 is 
longitudinally positioned between flanges 171 and 172 
and arms 173 so that its upwardly extending arm en 
gages the end edge of glass 165 and which is secured to 
the bottom portion of end members 170 by any suitable 
means such as spot welding. Side members. 175 are posi 
tioned with respect to each end member 70 and Suitably 
secured thereto by positioning means comprising -shaped 
clips 176 which are secured to each arm 173 of each end 
member 179 by any suitable means such as spot welding. 
Each clip 176 has integral with its upwardly extending 
arm at each of its sides bendable end tabs 177 which may 
be bent with respect to the sides of the upwardly ex 
tending arm of clip 176. Side members i75 are irregu 
larly shaped and are provided with a slot 179 at each of 
their ends which are adapted to closely slidably fit over 
clips 176 and tabs 77 which are initially formed to be 
at right angles to the upwardly extending portions of clips 
176. The side members 175 then can rest against the 
bottom portion of each arm 173 of each end member 
170. Having placed side members 175 within arms 173 



7 
of end members 70 thereby forming a rectangular frame, 
tabs 177 may be bent outwardly to extend over and 
intimately engage side members 175 to securely fasten 
them to the end members 170. It will be noted that 
each side member 175 is also provided with an outer 
upwardly extending flange 180 which rests in juxtaposi 
tion with outer flange 71 of end members 70, thereby 
positioning the side members. 175 in end members 170. 
Side members 175 are also provided with a longitudinal 
inwardly facing integral U-shaped portion 31 in which 
glass panel 166 is positioned at each of its sides along 
its entire length. When necessary, an approximately 
I-shaped cross brace 182 having the same cross section 
as end members 170 at its outer arms 183, and with a 
channel shaped central cross portion 184 may be pro 
vided beneath the glass panel 66 to obtain additional 
central bracing for the luminaire door frame in long 
luminaire shielding devices and to cover the mating edges 
of glass panels 166 when arranged in tandem within the 
frame. Cross brace 182 is also provided with a clip 
213 similar to clips 176, and tabs 24 similar to tabs 
177 which extend through additional slots 179 in side 
members 175 and may be secured to side members 175 
in the manner heretofore discussed. It will be noted that 
by this construction a luminaire shielding device frame 
may be easily assembled in the field without any loose 
parts or hardware. It is of course obvious that the glass 
panel 166 must be first positioned within U-shaped por 
tions 181 of side members 175 before the assembly of 
the luminaire shielding device 65 is completed. 

It will be noted that a shielding device frame con 
structed as heretofore explained is quite rigid. Side 
members i75 are rolled to feasible commercial tolerances 
so that they are securely positioned between flanges 171 
and 172 of extending arms 173 of end members 170. 
Also as clips i76 are rectangular and slots 179 closely 
fit over clips 175 the side members 175 are prevented 
from rocking with relationship to end members 170. 
Finally in order to obtain a rigid frame, tabs 177 are 
frictionally engaged with side members 175 which forces 
side members i75 into engagement with the central por 
tion of arms 173 of end members 170. As tabs 177 are 
fabricated from a relatively light gauge sheet metal it 
will be realized that the tabs 17 will tend to "toe-in' 
when bent thereby obtaining additional engagement with 
side members 75. In order to facilitate the movement 
of tabs i77 over side members 75, tabs 177 are tapered 
toward their bight portion. 
As has been indicated, one of the purposes of our 

invention is to provide novel means for positioning and 
latching both glass and louver type of luminaire shielding 
devices to various types of body members 20. Figs. 5. 
and 6 illustrate a louver type of shielding device 67 
which comprises a frame having a latticework of sheet 
metal plates 168 arranged therein. Plates 68 are pro 
vided at their outermost edges with a projection 187 hav 
ing a notch 88 therein which is adapted to be positioned 
over an upwardly extending inner flange of a channel 
shaped side member 190 or a channel shaped end mem 
ber 139. The louvered type of shielding device con 
struction is usually prefabricated at the factory and joined 
together to form a rigid shielding device by any satis 
factory means such as resistance welding. As more 
clearly shown in Figs. 6 and 7, side members 90 are 
provided with slots i91 through which an offset stem 
192 of an extending T bar 193 may be inserted and 
secured to side members 190 in any suitable manner, such 
as spot welding. T bars 193 are positioned on the side 
members 190 in a spaced relationship to conform with 
the spaced relationship of the slots 162 in the up 
wardly extending portion 160 of light traps 2i of body 
members 20 and are adapted to enter the cross portions 
of slots 162. After T. bars 193 have been inserted in T 
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slots 162 the entire door 167 may be lowered so that . 
stems 192 of T bars 193 may be positioned in stem por 75 

8 r 
tions 163 of slots 162 when the luminaire shielding 
device 67 is in the closed position, or in the slot 164 in 
the flange 36 of body member 20 when the shielding 
device 167 is in the open position. It will be observed 
that the cross bar of T bar 193 engages the upper surface 
of flange 30 adjacent rectangular slot 64 pivotally to 
support one side of the luminaire door 67. It will also 
be noted that the luminaire shielding device i67 may be 
freely rotated in the slots 162, 164. When a snap-in type 
of flange 24 is utilized in body member 20 the shielding 
device 157 may similarly be positioned and rotated in 
rectangular slot 69 in flange 24 and T slot 162 in up 
right portion 169 of body member 20. Since T slots 
162 and rectangular slots 164 are located directly op 
posite each other in opposite light traps 21 of body 
members 20, and as bars 193 may be utilized with 
either shielding device 165 or shielding device 167, either 
type of shielding device may be removably pivotally se 
cured to either side of body member 20. 
The other side member 190 of the shielding device 

167 is provided with a T-shaped latch 194 which engages 
the T slot 162 on the other upright portion 160 of light 
trap 21 of body member 20. Although the latch is bet 
ter shown in Fig. 8, it should be noted that Fig. 8 illus 
trates a snap-in type of flange 24 rather than a wide 
flange 30. However, as side members 175 of door 65 
have a flat portion 195 similar to that in side members 
98, the same pivotal and latching means may be utilized. 
Referring then to Fig. 8, flat portion 195 of shielding 

device 165 is provided with an integral lance 196 through 
which the stem portion of a T bar latch 198 may be 
movably positioned and then bent downward to form a 
grip 199, whereby the T bar 198 is permanently and 
slidably positioned in lance 196. Thereafter either 
shielding device 167 or 165 may be pivoted around its 
other edge with the latches 198 retracted until the T bar 
latches 198 are located opposite adjacent slots 62, 
whereupon they can be manually pushed into slots 162. 
After T. bar latches 98 have been so inserted, the lumi 
naire shielding device may be dropped to permit the 
stem portion of each T bar 198 to be positioned in the 
stem portion 163 of its slot 162 to secure the door in 
closed position. Due to this construction the luminaire 
shielding device cannot be accidentially removed without 
first pushing the luminaire door upward until T bar 
latches 198 clear stem portion 163 of T slots 162 and 
thereafter refracting them. 
As has been indicated, luminaires constructed in ac 

cordance with the principles of our invention may be 
mounted in parallel or various type intersecting rows or 
as separate units. Regardless of what particular arrange 
ment or length of luminaires is employed, each body 
member 20 of such luminaires is provided with means 
whereby any end of any luminaire may be closed. In 
order to close such open ends, flared portion 84 of each 
wall 22 of body members 20 is provided at each end 
at its outer edge with a notch 20, with a slot 200 and 
a hole in juxtaposition with slot 200. A slot 202 is 
also provided in the bight portion 78 of a body member 
20. Slots 200 and 202 and hole juxtaposed with slot 
200 are adapted to receive either an end cover, a heat 
shield (not shown) or a connector 205. 
As has also been previously mentioned, it is highly 

desirable that in any such luminaire installations that 
such luminaires can be assembled in end to end relation 
ship whereby a continuous row of lighting fixtures can 
be attained. The lower portion of each luminaire is 
fixedly positioned with reference to each other by means 
of a channel shaped connector 205 which is provided at 
each of its ends with upwardly extending plates having 
at each of its sides outwardly extending tabs 208 to 
engage slots 208 of adjacent body members 20 at each 
of its sides. Connector 205 may then be secured to each 
body member by any suitable means such as sheet metal 
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screws extending through slots 209 therein in and engag 
ing holes 20s in adjacent body members 20. 
The particular construction of some of the members 
escribed herein and the method they may be supported 
by do not constitute a part of our invention. Such 
features have been more particularly described and 
claimed in the copending application Serial No. 348,674 
entitled Luminaire, filed concurrently herewith, of Nick 
Stuffer and F. C. Winkler, which has been assigned to the 
Same assignee as our invention. Accordingly for a more 
complete description of such features the above-identi 
fied application should be referred to. 

Although we have shown and described one particular 
line of luminaires which incorporate the various fea 
tures of our invention, in accordance with the patent 
statutes, we are aware that other modifications may 

basily be made without departing from the scope of our 
invention as defined in the appended claims. 
We claim as our invention: 
1. A luminaire comprising, an inverted trough-shaped 

body member having downwardly extending side walls, 
Said side walls being formed along their entire length at 
their lower edge with an approximately vertical portion 
with each having at least a pair of spaced T-shaped 
openings therethrough, a shielding device having at least 
a pair of projecting correspondingly spaced T-shaped 
members at one side having the outer cross portions 
thereof of a size to be insertable through the cross por 
tions of said T-shaped openings on either of said side 
walls and having the stem portions of said T-shaped 
members extending through the stem portions of said 
T-shaped openings in one of said side walls, whereby said 
shielding device is pivotally supported by one of said 
side walls, and latching means mounted on said shielding 
device at the other side thereof for movement in the 
plane of said shielding device to and from projecting 
positions with respect to said one side of the shielding 
device for engagement and disengagement in the T-shaped 
openings on the other of said side walls, whereby said 
shielding device may be releasably secured between said 
side walls in the closed position. 2. A luminaire comprising, an inverted trough-shaped 
body member having downwardly extending side walls, 
said side walls being formed along their entire length 
with an approximately vertical portion with each having 
at least a pair of spaced T-shaped openings therethrough, 
a shielding device having at least a pair of projecting 
correspondingly spaced T-shaped members at one side 
thereof having the outer cross portions of a size to be 
insertable into the T-shaped openings on either of said 
side walls and having the stem portions of said T-shaped 
members extending through the stem portions of said T 
shaped openings, whereby said shielding device is pivot 
ally supported by one of said side walls, T-shaped latch 
ing means slidably mounted on the other side of said 
shielding device for movement to and from a projecting 
position and having outer cross portions of a size to be 
insertable into the cross portion of said T-shaped open 
ings on the other of said side walls so that the stem por 
tions of said latching means extends through the stem 
portions of said T-shaped openings, whereby said shield 
ing device may be releasably secured between said side 
walls in the closed position. 3. A luminaire comprising an inverted trough-shaped 
body member having downwardly extending side walls, 
each of said side walls having at least a pair of longi 
tudinally spaced formed openings therein adjacent their 
lower edge, each of said openings comprising an upper 
enlarged portion and a downwardly extending narrower 
portion, a shielding device including a frame formed of 
side and end members which are channel-shaped in cross 
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section, one of said side members having at least a pair 
of correspondingly spaced support members having their 
inner ends secured to said one side member within its 
channel and extending through openings in said one side 
member with their outer ends projecting therefrom and 
each terminating in an enlarged outer end, said enlarged 
outer ends being of a size to be insertable within said 
enlarged portions of said openings, respectively, in either 
of said side walls with said outwardly projecting arms 
extending through said narrower portions, whereby said 
shielding device is pivotally supported by one of said side 
walls, the other side member of said shielding device 
frame having its bight portion lanced outwardly at cor 
responding longitudinally spaced points, latch members 
slidably mounted in said lances for movement to and 
from a projecting position relative to said other side 
members for selective engagement with the openings in 
the other of said side walls. 4. A luminaire comprising, an inverted trough-shaped 
body member having downwardly extending side walls, 
said side walls being formed along their entire length 
at their lower edge with a longitudinal approximately 
vertical portion with each having at least a pair of spaced 
T-shaped openings therethrough, a shielding device lo 
cated between said portions of the aforesaid side walls 
and having at one side thereof a pair of rigid outwardly 
projecting correspondingly spaced T-shaped members 
rigidly secured to said one side and having the stem por 
tions thereof extending into the stem portions of said 
openings, respectively, from the inner side of one of said 
side walls with the outer cross portions thereof located 
at the outer side of said one side wall and of a size to 
be removable and insertable through the cross portions 
of said T-shaped openings from the inner side thereof 
by lifting said one side of the shielding device at a par 
tially open position thereof to bring the cross portions 
of said t-shaped members into alignment with the cross 
portions of the openings in which they are located and 
thereafter moving the shielding device sideways away 
from said one side wall to move the cross portions of 
said T-shaped members through the cross portions of 
said T-shaped openings, whereby said shielding device is 
removably pivotally Supported by one of said side walls, 
and means mounted on the other side of said shielding 
device for movement into and out of the openings in the 
other of said side walls for releasably securing said 
shielding device to the other side wall of said body 
member. 
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