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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JOSEPHI M. PIERRE OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA. 

SPO OL HODER, 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 473,080, dated April 19, 1892. 
Application filed December 24,1891. Serial No. 416,029, (No model) 

To all vhom, i ma? concern: 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH M. PIERRE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Fort 
Wayne, in the county of Allen, in the State of 
Indiana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Spool-Holders; and Ido 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Which Will enable Others Skilled in the art to 
Whichitappertainsto make and use thesame, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, which form part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

Spool-holders for exhibiting, protecting, and 
Securing spool-silk, and is specially designed 
for use in ordinary spool-cabinets. 
The object of my improvementisto provide 

a Spool-holder for spool cases or cabinets on 
which the spools and their contents can be 
readily displayed or examin ed and conven 
iently removed without fraying the silk and 
on Which the Spools can beso arranged as to 
be Secure against displacement or derange 
ment by the violent shaking or the overturn 
ing of either the cabinet or the drawer in 
Which my improvement is adjusted and used. 
I attain this object by the mechanism illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
Which 

Figure l' is a plan view of a spool-cabinet 
drawerin which myimprovementis adjusted. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the same through 
the rod or wire ntº seen in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 
a vertical section of the same on the line ef 
in Figs. 1 and 2. 

Similarlettersreferto similar parts through 
out the severa views. 

I Fig. 1, Ais a drawer fora thread-cabinet 
of Well-known construction, into which my 
improvement is adjusted, The rods U U' Uº, 
of suitable material and of proper size for the 
convenientadjustment of spools SSSºthereon, 
are secured to the fulcrum Fand regulated in 
the range of theirupward movement by the 
stop C When operated by the springs m m' mº, 
Which are Secured to the bottomID of drawer 
Aby suitable rivets t tº tº. B is a shelf, of 
properheight, upon whichthe other extremity 
of rods or spool-supports U U' nvº rest and to 
which they may be secured by means of the 
automatic spring - catches n n nº and the 

curved guides o O'o, h h'' hº being the slots in 
shelf B, in which springs U U' Uº play. 

In Fig. 2 is shown in vertical section the 
rod cº, preferably of the proper-sized Wire, 
curved or coiled about the fulcrum F, With the 
coiled end of said rod so arranged aS tO en 
gage the spring m. The stop C is Secured to 
the end Eof drawer A. The shelf B, having 
the spring-catch nºsecured thereto, is of Such 
a height from the bottom D that the Spools Sº 
will not at any time touch said bottom and of 
such a height that the rod v, when fulcrumedi 
at Fand secured by catch nº, will be parallel 
With bottom D. 

In Fig. 3 is a detailed view showing the 
mannerin which the free ends of rods U U' Uº 
are engaged and secured by the Springs in 
nºand the curved guides orstaples O O'Oº, also 
showing the vertical slotsh, l' hº, in which the 
said spring-catches play. 
The manner of using and operating my im 

provement above described is as folloWS: 
When my improvement is adjusted in the 
drawer of a spool case or cabinet, preferably 
three orothersuitable numberin each drawer, 
with a proper number of spools adjusted 
thereon, said spools will be in a convenient 
position for display, examination, or compari 
son of shades and colors without handling, 
soiling, or fraying the silk. They are also in 
a secure condition for shipment in a Spool 
cabinet, forno ordinary amount of shaking 
orinverting ofeither the cabinet or the drawer 
containing my improvement will disarrange 
or injure the spools thereon. They are also 
in a most convenient position forselection of 
spools containingsewingsilkand twist of cor 
responding shades or colors, When it is de 
sirable to remove the spools from my spool 
holder, a firm pressure against the top of 
spring nº, Fig. 2, will free the end of rod vº, 
when the upward pressure of springmº Will 
then carry rod Uº and the spools thereon to 
the position seen in the dotted line in Fig. 2, 
the height to which the rod vºis permitted 
to rise beingregulated by the stop C. When 
the rod Uºis thus freed from the spring-catch 
mº, the spools can be readily removed or re 
placed at pleasure. When it is desired to re 
place rod cºin position for closing the drawer 
A, asseen in Fig. 1, the operator places the 
free end of rod ivº upon the curved guide oº, 
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when a firm pressure upon rod nvº will force 
spring nºback in slothº, thereby allowingrod 
vºto pass beneath spring nº and rest upon 
shelf B, where by the automatic re-engage 
ment of spring mº it will besecurely held in 
position, asseen in Fig. 3. 

I am aware that a great variety of spool 
holding devicesare in use;butno spool-holder 
has ever been invented of which I am aware 
Specially constructed and designedfor exhib 
iting, protecting, and shipping spooled silk 
thread in spool-cabinets having a spool-sup 
porting rod and an automatic spring-catch 
arranged and constructed as above described. 
What I claim, therefore, as my invention, 

and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
A spool-holder consisting of a rod adapted 
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for use in a spool-cabinet drawer, said rod be 
ing pivoted or coiled on a transverse pivotin 
the rear end of said drawer, a spring-catch 
and curved guide fixed on a shelf in the front 
end of said drawer for engaging and securing 
the free end of said rod, and a springsecured 
to the bottom of said drawer, adapted to ele 
vate said rod when freed from said spring 
catch by engagement with the coiled end 
thereof, all substantially asset forth and de 
Scribed. 
Signed by me this 22d day of December, 

I891. 
JOSEPH M. PIERRE. 

. WitneSSes: 
R. S. ROBERTSON, 
U. H. STEWART. 
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