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T‘us mventmn rela,teg to-a- package: for pack-
ing Hatsfor sHipping and storage: "The itdvention
primarily.reiates-to the packing ofiseft hats such
for-instance as fur, or. wool félt hiats bt it could

be used to advantage in'packingiother soft hats or .

stiff-or derby-or straw -hats. The-objects' thereof
-are to-provide abox-or-package with siniple; ihex-
‘pensive; efficient and-compact means for spacing

the Nats apart and preventing them- from- bear-

ing one upon the other or from- being rubbed by
either the individual packing means or the suc-
cessive: packmg dev1ces plaued ina smgle pack—
age.

In the package: of this: mventlon a plurality of

hats may ‘bepacked in superposed or nested ‘relg=
tion o' that no-hat-in thie-package: w111 be- sub- ‘

jected 'to-the weight of any ‘other hat or to°the
pressure of ‘any: other part and’ ‘separate; mdmd-
ual means are provided for centerm" and IImltmg
endwise ‘or - sidewise ‘movement of: each of the
superposed hats:

- Arcrown andbrim protector of ‘the, type ‘shown
in Patent' No. 2,141:017, December 20,1938, may
ke placed-about the-crown of ‘eath hat prlor to
placing it in the coilar of the instant ‘invention.
Asshown in that patent the crown protector may
be co-extensive with the sides of the crown. -

Aside. from the supporting platforms and col-
larsno separate holder is required. to separate the
hats one from the other.

These-and other objects will become apparent
from the following description and accompanymg
drawing forming a part hereof and in which:

Figure 1 is a partial sectional vertical view
through the side of a hat package embodymg the
invention.

 Figure 2 is'an enlarged sectional view in. the
vertical plane showing the detailed structure.

Figure 3 ig a plan v1ew of an individual hat
holder. -

Figure 4 is a pla“1 view of the platiorm prior to
folding.

. Aplurality of hat holders | are placed one upon
the other in an outer container 2. This con-
tainer can hold as many of these individual hat
holders as may be desired, eithier six or twelve
hats or a lesser number if desired. It is con-
structed ‘to hold the desired number closely, to
avold relative movement of -contents ‘and con-
tainer. ~The lcwermdst hat' holder is made a
trifle. deeper than the upper ones so that the
_crown of the hat mey not contact the bottom of
the packace, The upper hats telescope slightly
into the next lower hat sc that the succeeding
platforms need nhot be so hlgh although it is most
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“the: platfonn 3.

1mp0rtant that they be hlgh enchgh to prevent
crushing ‘of the successive crowns. of the hats'by
the next lower hat. - The 1nd1v1dual hat holders I
are forrned wﬂh a pla*form 3 and Wlth 51des bent

mnety ‘degrees. The 31des are cm ‘gut as shown
a,t 6'at aslight angle, so that when ‘side 4 is turned

i, side & contacts with- the end of side 4 and the

cormer T isHent over upo*l side 4 and stapled; the
top. of the cornér 1 coming Aush:Wwith the top of
“This ~method  of ‘construction
makes for rigidity and ‘uniformity of taper for
eachindividual: hat holder. The. tapered: con-

’vstructlon of the holdérs prevents them from tele-

scoping,one upon ‘the other, tbeleby formlng a

Tigid support for each deVldual hdt.. 'The plat-
‘form of ‘each holdér has an oval’ opemng 8 there-

in, and. in ‘each opening is.placed . a collar 8.
'I'hese ¢ollars are formed with rolled or “curled top

,and bottom formmg hollow beads 18, these beads
_presentmg a broadened surface Il for the brim

12of invertéd hats 13, The surface 14 pro.]ectlng
from the lower end of ‘the collar prevents the next

Jlower  hat’, irom. moving : upwamly to. contact
‘either, the lower . side: of ‘the platforim above or
from crushmg the crown of. the next. upper: hat

Each Hat'is by the juxtaposed surfaces 1 held in
vosition by the brim where it has very limited
movement and theéreby rubbing of the crown or
brim and the distortion of them is prevented.
Likewise the brim is limited in the amount of
movement permitied to it by the proximity of the
top of the platform.

The collars 9 have a groove 14 circumferentially
thereof projecting inwardly and the collars are
placed info the openings 8 and expanded upon

‘themselves so that the platform fits snugly into

the.groove {4 and in this position the collars are
stapled at 5. The extremities of the collars
including the beads 0. are telescoped together as
shown at 18 in Figures 1, 2 and 3. Over the top
hat is placed a more shallow cover {1.. This top
tT need not have any oval opening centrally
thereof.. It holds the stack-of holders down in
the outer container in‘case the container should
be turned over and prevents the weight of the
other holders from falling upon the brim of the
top hat.

From' the foregoing descrlptlon it will be ap-
parent that there is no weight on any hat,
as each holder rests directly upon each next
lower holder and the lowermost holder is sup-
ported on the bottom of the container, The con-
struction of the holders gives them sufficient ri~-
gidity to hold the hats and as they fit tightly
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within the container at the sides and top and
bottom they add considerable strength to the
package. Each hat is supported independently

of each other hat so that there is substantially
no danger of marring the surface of the hats.

The packages will carry a great many more hats

“in this construction than is possible where round
or:square or oval boxes are used. If desired the
_individual parts, the containers, the hat holders
and the collars may bé stored and shipped flat
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-s0 that they will occupy very little space untu B

required for use.
I claim:
1. A hat package comprising a contalner hav-

ing side walls, a plurality of hat holders adapted R
to .be superposed one upon the other and’ held

in centered vertical alignment by the side walls

of said container, each holder comprising a plat-

form having an opening therein and sides pro-
jecting downwardly therefrom and resting upon
the platform of a next lower holder, the lower
horizontal perimeter. of said sides being less than
‘that of.the platform, a collar c1rcumferent1ally
supported in.-said opéning adapted. to: receive the
crown of an inverted hat therein, the collar pro-
_jecting substantially above and below the plat-
form and limiting the movement of the hat there-
in and of.the hat in a next lower collar, the
platform sides spacing. hats between adjacent
.collars from contact one with the other.

. 2. A hat package ‘comprising a container hav-
ing side walls, a plurality of hat holders adapted
to be superposed one upon the other and held
in centered vertical alignment by the side walls
of said container, each holder comprising a plat-
. form having an opening. therein and sides pro-
jecting downwardly therefrom and resting upohn
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tween, the platform sides spacing hats between
adjacent collars from contact one with the other.

3. A hat package comprising a container hav-
ing side walls, a plurality of hat holders adapted
to be superposed one upon the other and held
in centered vertical alignment by the side walls
of said container, each holder comprising a plat- -
form having an opening. therein and sides. pro-
jecting downwardly therefrom and resting upon-
the platform of a next lower holder, the lower.

_horizontal perimeter of said sides being less than

that of the platform, a collar circumferentially

. supported in said opening adapted to receive the
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crown of an inverted hat therein, the collar pro- -
jecting substantially above and below the plat-
form and limiting the movement of the hat there-
in and of the hat in a next lower collar, the plat-

. form sides spacing hats between adjacent col-
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lars from contact one with the other, and a
top having downwardly directed sides to space

.it from the top platform and limiting the move-

ment of the top hat and supporting the stack-of
hats upon the inversion of the container. :

4, A hat package comprising a container, a
plurality of holders adapted to be superposed one -
upon the other and held: in centered vertical
alignment by said container, each -holder com-

‘prising a platform having an oval opening there-

in, the platform- having. edges thereon turned

- down through slightly more than ninety degrees,
the lower horizontal perimeter of the edges being

less than that of the platform, and forming a
support for the platform upon the plafform of -a
next lower holder, a collar of larger- perimeter
than the hat crown having means to hold the

. same circtimferentially in said oval opening, the

the platform of a next lower holder, the lower

honzontal perimeter of said sides being less ‘than
‘that of the platform, a collar. circumferentially
supported in said opening adapted to’ receive the
~crown of an inverted hat therein, the collar pro-
jecting substantially above and below. the plat-
‘form, the lower edge of one collar being spaced
from and lying directly above the upper edge of
a next lower collar, the juxtaposed collar edges
11m1t1ng the movement of a hat brim therebe-
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collar being adapted to receive the crown of an
inverted hat therein, the collar projecting above.
the platform to support the brim of the hat, and "
extending well below the platform into proximity
to the collar on a next lower platform to pre-

vent a hat therein from rising -above the collar

described, the platform sides: spacing hats he-
tween adJacent collars from contact one: with
the other .
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