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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAMES M. TAYLOR, OF OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 

TRACK CLEAN ER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 469,108, dated February 16, 1892. 
Application filed August 8, 1891, 

To all whom it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES M. TAYLOR, a 

. citizen of the United States of America, resid 

O 

15 

3O 

35 9 

40 

45 

ing at Omaha, in the county of Douglas and 
State of Nebraska, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Track-Cleaners; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, and to letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

track-cleaners. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

track-cleaner which is adapted to remove dé 
bris from the track and at the same time 
clean the grooves in the rail, the device being 
especially intended for sweeping the roadbed 
of street-tramways; and the invention con 
sists in the construction and combination of 
the parts, as will be hereinafter fully setforth, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. . 
In the accompanying drawings, forming 

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a plan 
view showing the application of the sweeper 
to a car body or truck. Fig. 2 is a side view. 
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view showing 
the fender and shoe which enters the groove 
of the track. 
A designates a suitable frame, which may 

be formed as a portion of the floor of a car or 
art of the front truck thereof. The front 

axle A' of the car is provided with gear or 
sprocket wheels a, a, over which pass chains 
a to the sprocket-wheels b, mounted on the 
shaft B, which is hung in bearings to be par 
allel with the axle A'. The shaft B is jour 
nailed in the ends of the arms or beams C, the 
opposite ends of which are mounted on the 
axle A', and at an intermediate point these 
beams are rigidly secured to the truck-frame. 
The shaft B carries a beveled gear-wheel b', 
with which meshes a pinion d, Secured to One 
end of a shaftD, supported in hangers which 
depend from the truck or frame A, the oppo 
site end of said shaft carrying a beveled pin 
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ion in mesh with a gear-wheeld, mounted on 5o 
the shaft of the rotary broom, supported in 
hangers e e, said hangers being arranged to 
position the rotary broom E at an angle with 
the frame. 
Instead of providing the sprocket-wheels 55 

and chains as a driving means, I may employ 
ordinary gearing. - 
To the arms or beams C are suitably se 

cured fenders F, the rear portions of which 
are curved outwardly. These fenders are 
provided at their upper ends with hoods F, 
which shield the arms G, attached to hubs 
carried by the ends of the shaft B, said arms 
being bent, as shown, and are adapted to en 
ter the grooves in the rail to loosen and re 
move any dirt which may collect therein, and 
will also cut away ice that may form on the 
rails. The frame also carries standards g, 
which support the lower ends of the fenders, 
and to the lower ends of said standards are 
secured shoes G', which enter the grooves in 
the track and serve to clean the grooves as 
Well as to guide the frame in turning a curve. 
The arms G are preferably bent at an angle 
with the line of movement, so that they will 
throw the dirt to one side and away from the 
track. 

In Summer-time the fenders, hood, and arms 
G may be removed and the device merely 
used as a sweeper. - w 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a track-cleaner, a frame provided with 
an axle carrying the supporting-wheels, and a 
shaft B, connected to the driving-shaft and 
to the shaft of the rotary broom, the rotary 
broom being supported in hangers which are 
arranged to position the broom at an angle 
with the frame, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination, in a track-cleaner, of 
a driven shaft provided with hubs and arms 
G, and a fender F, having outwardly-curved 
rear end and a hood or cover secured to its 
upper end, substantially as set forth. 

3. In a track-cleaning device, the combina 
tion of a driven shaft having pliable arms G. 
secured thereto, and standard g, carrying 
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shoes G, which are adapted to enter the carried thereby will be located to one side of 
groove in the track, said shoes being located the fender, substantially as set forth. d 
rear of the arms G, Substantially as set forth. In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

4. In a track-cleaner, the combination, of presence of two witnesses. 
5 the shafts A and B, geared to each other and JAMES M. TAYLOR. 

to a rotary broom, spring-arms G, carried by Witnesses: 
the shaft B, a fender F, and a standard g, the N.P. SACKETT, 
lower end of which is bent so that the shoe G' TOTTIE. W. SACKETT, 

  


