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The present invention relates generally to garment 
hangers and particularly to a hanger guard or cover 
formed of cardboard or the like for use in cooperation 
with a wire garment hanger to provide a wide shoulder 
support area for garments hung on the hangers. 

Although conventional wire garment hangers have 
achieved extremely widespread use in commerce, there are 
essential disadvantages associated with their use which 
have been the object of many attempts to produce im 
provements. Among the most significant of these disad 
vantages is the relatively small supporting surface which 
such a wire surface provides for the garment carried by 
the hanger. It is well known that a garment will retain 
its shape for a longer period of time and will look better 
if it is hung on a hanger of the sculptured or contoured 
type wherein the shoulder supporting areas of the hangers 
correspond to the shape of the wearer's shoulders. It is 
for this reason that the very expensive contoured hangers 
are generally employed in quality hotels, high priced men's 
haberdashery shops and the like. 
The present invention has, as one of its objects, the 

avoidance of the frustration of receiving a freshly cleaned 
and pressed garment which, due to its being hung upon a 
qonventional wire hanger, has become creased along the 
shoulder lines and has lost its freshly pressed appearance. 

Financial considerations have largely governed the 
choice of dry cleaning and manufacturing establishments' 
utilizing conventional wire hangers since such devices are 
by far the least expensive available devices. In the past, 
attempts have been made to provide cardboard hanger 
covers to broaden the support area of the hangers, thereby 
to lessen the aforementioned disadvantages; however, these 
cardboard devices have not been completely successful. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved sheet material hanger cover for use 
in conjunction with a wire garment hanger. Specifically, 
it is an object of the present invention to provide such a 
hanger cover which provides a wide area for supporting 
the shoulders of a garment placed upon a hanger. 

It is within the contemplation of the present invention 
to provide means for use in connection with a wire gar 
ment hanger whereby a flared or contoured shoulder sup 
porting area is provided which has a relatively sharp curve 
adjacent the center of the hanger and flares outwardly to 
produce a broad area of shoulder support adjacent the 
outer extremities of the hanger. 

In accordance with one presently preferred embodiment 
to the present invention, there is provided a wire hanger 
cover for use in combination with a conventional wire 
hanger, comprising a body of paper board material which 
has a pair of elongated parallel side edges and a pair of 
curved end edges joining the side edges. A central hook 
receiving opening is formed at the center of the hanger 
cover, the hanger cover being divided, on longitudinally 
opposed sides of the central opening, into first and second 
hanger cover portions. Fold lines are formed in the body 
on each transverse side of the central opening, which fold 
lines extend from the respective parallel side edges to cen 
tral opening. Two such fold lines are provided on each 
transverse side of the central opening and are positioned 
at an angle to each other defining the pair of triangular 
construction areas, each of which has a base line along 
respective parallel side edges of the body and side legs 
formed by the respective fold lines. When the shoulder 
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hanger cover is in its operative relationship with a wire 
hanger, the hook portion of the hanger extends upwardly 
through the central opening of the cover and the body of 
the cover is folded at the respective fold lines with the 
triangular construction areas interposed between the first 
and second hanger cover portions, such that the pair of 
triangular construction areas are parallel to each other 
and parallel to the immediately adjacent areas of the first 
and second hanger cover portions. A securement element 
may be provided extending through the transversely op 
posed construction areas, binding same together about the 
wire hanger such that the wire hanger cover is formed 
with a relatively sharp side-to-side curve in the area ad 
jacent the middle of the hanger cover and flares outwardly 
to a relatively gentle side-to-side curve in the area adja 
cent the outer extremities of the hanger cover, thereby to 
produce a flared supporting surface for the shoulders of 
a garment supported on the wire hanger and hanger 
COWe 

The above brief description, as well as further objects, 
features and advantages of the present invention, will be 
best appreciated by reference to the following detailed de 
scription of one presently preferred embodiment when 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings 
wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a cardboard hanger cover in 
accordance with the present invention shown in its flat, 
unfolded, or inoperative position; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view similar to that of FIG. 1 illus 
trating the hanger cover shown in its partially folded posi 
tion; 

FIG. 3 is an exploded and elevational view of the hanger 
cover of FIG. 1 shown in combination with a conven 
tional wire hanger and illustrating the placement of the 
hanger cover over the wire hanger; 

FIG. 4 is an elevational view generally similar to FIG. 
3, but showing the hanger cover in assembled configura 
tion about the upper supporting surfaces of the wire 
hanger and illustrating the use of securement means; and 

FIG. 5 is a plan view of the device illustrated in FIG. 4. 
Referring now specifically to the drawings, there is 

shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 a hanger construction generally 
designated by the numeral 10, which includes a conven 
tional wire hanger in combination with a hanger cover 
which is generally designated by the numeral 14. The 
wire hanger 12 is of conventional type and includes a 
hook portion 16, a pair of inclined shoulder-supporting 
portions 18, 20 which join at their upper ends at the hook 
portion 16 and a cross bar 22 which joins the lower ends 
of the inclined shoulder-supporting portions 18, 20. 
The hanger shoulder cover 14 is elongated in overall 

configuration and has a pair of generally parallel side 
edges 24, 26 which are joined by curved end edges 28, 30. 
The cover 14 is formed of a reasonably stiff but, neverthe 
less, pliable sheet material such as paper board. 
A central opening 32 is formed at the center of the 

body of the cover 14 and includes a circular hole 34 and 
a longitudinal slit 36. The slit 36 is provided so that the 
hook portion 16 of the hanger 12 may be easily inserted 
through the central opening 32 and the circular hole 34 
is provided to allow clearance for the conventional twisted 
stem portion 16a of the hanger hook 16. 
Two pairs of fold lines are formed on transversely 

opposite sides of the central opening 32, thereby to de 
fine two triangular construction areas 38, 40 on the 
transversely opposed sides of the cover 14. Specifically, 
on the side of the cover 14 adjacent side edge 24 there 
is formed a first fold line 42 perpendicular to the side 
edge 24 and extending from that side edge into the central 
opening 32. A second fold line 44 is formed adjacent fold 
line 42 and at an angle thereto extending from the side 
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edge 24 into the central opening 32 thus forming the right 
triangular construction area 38 bounded by a portion of 
the side edge 24 as its base and the fold lines 42, 44 as 
its legs. Similarly, on the transversely opposite side of 
the shoulder cover 14 there are formed fold lines 46, 48 
similar to fold lines 42, 44, respectively, which define the 
triangular construction area 40. For purposes of defini 
tion and description, the portions of the hanger cover 14 
on longitudinally opposite sides of the central opening 
32 and outside of the triangular construction area 38, 40 
are referred to herein as the first hanger cover portion 50, 
which is the area to the left of the central opening 32 as 
viewed in FIG. 1, and the second-hanger cover portion 
52, which is the area to the right of the central opening 
32 as viewed in FIG. 1. 
The folding of the hanger cover 14 from the flat con 

figuration as shown in FIG. 1 to the operative configura 
tion as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 is progressively illustrated 
in FIGS. 2 and 3. The material of the cover is folded 
along the fold lines 42, 44 and 46, 48 such that the 
triangular construction areas 38, 40 are initially perpen 
dicular to the first and second hanger sections 50, 52 
and finally are brought into parallel orientation with those 
first and second sections in the regions immediately ad 
jacent construction areas 38, 40. As the material of the 
hanger shoulder cover 14 is folded at the fold lines 42, 
44 and 46, 48, each of the two side portions 50, 52 is 
automatically curved from side to side. The initial curv 
ing of the hanger cover 14 may be seen in section 52 of 
the hanger illustrated in FIG. 2. Continued folding of 
the hanger body along the fold lines forces the section 50 
to assume a similar curved state as generally illustrated 
in FIG. 3. At that stage of construction the construc 
tion areas 38, 40 are held completely within the over 
lapped regions of the first and second hanger sections 
50, 52. - 
The hanger cover 14 is then positioned about a hanger, 

such a hanger 12 shown in FIG. 3, by insertion of the 
hanger hook 16 upwardly through the central opening 32 
and specifically by passing the hanger hook 16 through 
the slotted opening 36 with the stem 16a of the hanger 
hook 16 extending through the circular hole 34. The 
hanger cover 14 may be secured about the hanger 12 by 
the placement of a staple, as at 54 in FIG. 4, which se 
curely holds the transversely opposite sides of the hanger 
cover 14 together at the midpoint of the assembly. 

It will be appreciated from studying FIGS. 4 and 5 
that when the hanger cover 14 is positioned on a hanger 
16, it provides a broad shoulder-supporting area for gar 
ments and is generally similar in the surface appearance 
to the surface of the sculptured and contoured hangers 
customarily found in quality haberdashery shops. Specifi 
cally, the supporting area of the hanger cover 14 is quite 
broad at the extremities of the cover and is narrower in 
the regions adjacent the hanger hook. Stated differently, 
a cross sectional view of the hanger cover 14 will show a 
relatively sharp side-to-side curve in the central area of 
the hanger cover and a relatively flatter side-to-side curve 
in the regions adjacent the outer edges of the hanger 
cover. Of course, if the staple 54 or other fastening 
means is omitted, the transversely opposite sides of the 
cover 14 will not be pulled sharply together and the cover 
14 will be held on the hanger 12 simply by the weight of 
the cover and the weight of the supported garment. Never 
theless, the important advantages of the present inven 
tion will still be provided. 
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4. 
The description given above and the drawings presented 

herewith show only one illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention. It will be appreciated that this hanger 
cover is extremely simple to manufacture since it involves 
a simple external stamping and the formation of two 
linear score lines. Furthermore, the hanger cover is ex 
tremely simple to form into its operative shape and to 
combine same with the conventional wire hanger for 
use in supporting garments. The hanger cover has the 
further advantage of being extremely compact when in 
its unfabricated condition and is free from extending tabs, 
straps, etc., which would interfere with easy storage. 
Combined with these features is the most important fea 
ture of the provision of a broad and flared area for 
shoulder support of a garment, which feature forms an 
intrinsic part of the construction in accordance with the 
present invention. 
Although merely one illustrative example of the present 

invention has been illustrated and described herein, a 
variety of design alterations can be made without depart 
ing from the basic teachings of the invention. According 
ly, the following claim should not be deemed restricted to 
the particular illustrative embodiment presented herein, 
but should be construed broadly in a manner consistent 
with the spirit and scope of the invention. 
What we claim is: 
A hanger shoulder cover for a wire hanger comprising 

a single flat sheet of paper board material having parallel 
side edges and curved end edges joining said side edges, 
said cover being formed with a central opening for receipt 
of the hook portion of the wire hanger and a slit parallel 
to said side edges, said slit being bisected by said central 
opening, a single transverse fold line formed at the center 
of said cover perpendicular to and between two side edges, 
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intersecting said central opening and defining first and sec 
ond cover sections on opposite sides thereof, and a single 
pair of angled fold lines formed on one side of said trans 
verse fold line, each of said angled fold lines extending 
from Said central opening to one of said side edges form 
ing a triangular construction area bounded by said trans 
verse fold line, said angled fold line and said one side edge, 
said cover being free of any fold lines other than said 
single transverse fold line and said pair of angled fold 
lines on one side of said single transverse fold line, said 
cover being folded at said transverse and angled fold lines 
to bring said triangular construction areas into interposed 
relation between portions of said first and second cover 
Sections, said triangular construction areas being coexten 
sive when said cover is folded, and securement means in 
terconnecting the material on transversely opposite sides 
of said central opening, said securement means extending 
in a straight line through each of said coextensive tri 
angular construction areas pinching said cover together 
With said two triangular construction areas in substantially 
parallel orientation to form a contoured hanger cover. 
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