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Claims Nos.: 1-3, 17-26 (all in part), 15 (entirely)

The initial phase of the search revealed a very large number of documents
potentially relevant to the issue of novelty. So many documents were
retrieved that it is impossible to determine which parts of the claim(s)
may be said to define subject-matter for which protection might
legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). It must be pointed out that the
present general formula (I) includes well-known compounds such as e.g.
minocycline (R4 = R4’ = CH3; R5 = R6 = R6’ = R8 = R9 = H; R7 =
dimethylamino).

In addition, the precise structure of one of the compounds mentioned in
the claims, namely that of claim 15, is not clear, in that it cannot be
determined whether the acetamide group is linked to the tetracyline
central group by the nitrogen atom (group CH3-C(0)-NH-) or by the carbon
atom (group -CH2-C(0)-NH2).

For these reasons, a meaningful search over the whole breadth of the
claim(s) is impossible. Consequently, and guided by the gist of the
application as described by the examples, the search has been restricted
to the compounds of claims 4-14 and 16, as well as pharmaceutical
compositions containing them, and use thereof.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-26

7-, 8- And 9-substituted tetracyclines, pharmaceutical
compositions containing them, and use thereof.

1.1. Claims: 1, 3(both in part), 2, 4-8,
14 (a1l entirely), 17-26(part)

7-Substituted tetracycline derivatives, pharmaceutical
compositions containing them, and use thereof

1.2. Claims: 1, 3 (both in part), 9-12 (entirely),
17-26(part)

8-Substituted tetracycline derivatives, pharmaceutical
compositions containing them, and use thereof.

1.3. Claims: 1, 3 (both in part), 15, 16, (both entirely),
17-26(part)

9-Substituted tetracycline derivatives, pharmaceutical
compositions containing them, and use thereof.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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