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UNITED STATES PATENT of FICE 

2 Claims. (C. 2-37) 
This invention relates to, new and useful in 

provements in ladies undergarments, particu 
larly foundation garments, such as all-in-ones, 
girdles, paintie girdles, corsets, brassières, ban 
dealix, etc. 

in the construction of foundation garments, 
particularly of the type which utilize, shoulder 
straps for supporting them on the body, it has 
heretofore been common practice to embody in 
each shoulder strap an elastic section, thereby 
to permit free movement, of the body without 
causing the shoulder straps, to exert undue pres 
Stre. On the shoulders, In, some garments, the 
entire shoulder straps, have been made of elastic 
material. It, has also been common practice, to 
utilize suitable elastics for supporting the garters 
in order to: allow free bending movement of the 

the garment without the use of conventional 
elastic tapes, or straps, as has heretofore been 
common practice. 
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body without causing undue, strains, on the stock 
ings and lower portion of the garment. 

It has recently become extremely difficult to 
obtain elastic fabrics, for use in the manufacture 
of shoulder. Straps; and for supporting the usual 
garters and hose fasteners, because of restric 
tions placed on such materials, as a result of the 
defense program. - 
After considerable experimental and research 

Work, I have discovered that the usual, elastic 
fabrics or tapes utilized in the manufacture, of 
shgulder straps and garters. for such garments, 
may be entirely dispensed, with by embodying in 
the upper and lower edge, portions of a garment, 
gores made from a suitable elastic.fabric such as 
used in certain portions, of foundation, garments. 
One Such fabric now commonly used in the man 
ufacture of foundation garments is known to the 
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A further object of the invention is to provide 
a foundation garment comprising a bust. Support 
ing portion, having suitable elastic gores embod 
ied in the upper marginal edge thereof, which 
extend above the upper edges of the garment 
and are provided with means for attaching the 
Shotilder Straps thereto. 
A further: object is to provide a garment of 

the class described having Sitable gores embod 
ied in the rear portion thereof at the waistline, 
which gores may be made of two-way stretch 
elastic fabric so fashioned as to provide elastic 
supports for the rear ends of the shoulder Straps, 
and which gores also permit horizontal stretch 
in the garment, whereby the body of the garment 
may snugly fit the waist portion of the Wearer. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a foundation garment. having Suitable elastic 
gores, embodied in the lower marginal edge por 
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3. 5 
trade as “Power Net' or “Teno," which readily 
lends itself for use in the construction of the 
inset gores featured in this, application. The 
sizes of the various gorestised in a garment are 
such that the gores may readily be cut from what 
has heretofore been considered as scrap. or waste 
material, resulting from cutting the usual front, 
back and side sections of the garment from the 
bolt, altho it is to be understood that the gores 
may be. Cut from any suitable material applica 
ble for the purpose. 
An important object of the present invention, 

therefore, is to provide in a garment of the class 
described, Suitable means for securing the shoul 
der straps to the body of the garment whereby 
adequate elasticity is provided in the shoulder 
Straps without using elastic material in the con 
struction of the shoulder straps themselves, and 
also, whereby the usual garters or hose fasteners 
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tion thereof, which depend below the bottom edge 
of the garment, and have garters, or hose Sup 
porters; secured thereto, and whereby said gores 
will provide elastic. Supports for the hose, and 
also permit horizontal stretch in the lower por 
tion of the garment, 
Other objects. Of the invention reside in the 

unique; construction of the elastic gores and in 
the novel manner of embodying then in the 
marginal edge portions of the garment, whereby 
they may provide elastic supports for shoulder 
straps and garters, and also whereby they serve 
to provide added horizontal stretch in the gar 
ment; in the provision of suitable elastic or 
stretchable elements in the marginal edge, port 
tions of a garment for attaching shoulder Straps 
and garters; thereto, which elements, are of such 
sizes that they may readily be made from. Scrap 
or waste material, whereby greater economy is 
effected in the manufacture of Such garnents, 
and in the provision of suitable, diamond-shaped 
gores in the upper and/or lower edges of the gar 
ment, which gores may serve to provide, flexible 
connections: between the: shoulder straps and the 
body of the garment, and also between the lower 
portion of the garment and the garters, or hose 
fasteners secured thereto, and, which gores, in 
addition to providing elastic; or stretchable con 
rections for shoulder straps and garters, also 
serve; to provides additional horizontal stretch in 
the garment to allow for body movements. 

Other objects of the invention. Will appear 
may be yieldably secured to the lower edge of 55, from the following, description and accompany 



2 
ing drawings and will be pointed out in the 
annexed claims. 
In the accompanying drawings there has been 

disclosed a structure designed to carry out the 
various objects of the invention, but it is to be 
inderstood that the invention is not confined to 
the exact features shown, as various changes 
may be made Within the Scope of the claims 
which follow. 

In the drawings: 
Figure i is a view showing a full length gar 

ment having gores embodied in the bust Sup 
porting portion therefor for connecting the front 
ends of the shoulder straps thereto; 

Figure 2 is a rear view of the upper portion of 
a garment showing the rear ends of the shoulder 
straps connected to elastic gores which, in ad 
dition to being Stretchable in an up-and-down 
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direction, may also be stretchable in a horizontal . 
direction to permit horizontal stretching of the 
body of the garment; 

Figure 3 is a View showing a foundation gar 
ment in which elastic gores are embodied in 
the lower front edge thereof for supporting the 
usual garters; and * . . 

Figure 4 is a view showing a pair of painties 
having gores embodied in the leg portions there 
of for Supporting the garters. 
In the Selected embodiment of the invention 

herein disclosed, there is illustrated in Figure 1, 
for purposes of disclosure, a full length founda 
tion garment comprising a body portion 2 pro 
vided with a bust supporting portion 3. The 
lower portion of the garment is shown provided 
With the usual garters 4 and 5, and the upper 
portion of the garment is shown provided with 
shoulder straps 6. 

In garments of this general type, it is essen 
tial that Some degree of elasticity be provided 
in the shoulder straps to permit freedom of 4. 
noVenent of the body without causing the 
shoulder straps to exert too much pressure on 
the shoulders. It has therefore been customary 
to construct each shoulder strap with a section 
of elastic tape, or the entire straps may have been 
made of elastic tape. Because of the scarcity of , 
Such material at the present time, I have con 
ceived the idea of utilizing scrap or waste mate 
rial for attaching one or both ends of each 
shoulder strap to the body of the garment. This 
Scrap material, which may be obtained from the 
Waste resulting when cutting the body sections 
from the usual bolt of fabric, are preferably made 
in the form of diamond-shaped gores, generally. 
designated by the numeral in Figure 1. 

In all foundation garments it is essential that 
certain sections of the body of the garment as, 
for example, the side sections 8, be made of elas 
tic material capable of stretching horizontally, 
and sometimes vertically. “Power Net' or Leno,' 
Which is commonly used in the manufacture of 
foundation and similar garments, has a high 
degree of elasticity in both directions, and ade 
quately lends itself for use in the construction 
of the novel gores herein disclosed. It is to be 
understood, however, that the gores need not nec 
essarily be made of this particular fabric, as 
there are various other known fabrics on the 
market which are capable of stretching in one 
Or tWO directions. and any such fabrics which are 
Suitable and applicable for the purpose, may be 
utilized in the construction of the gores herein 
disclosed without departing from the scope of 
the invention. 
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ure , the gores 7 are more or less diamond 
shaped, and have their lower portions Secured in 
re-entrant notches provided in the upper imar 
ginal edge portions of the bust Supporting areas 
9 of the garment, and are secured thereto by 
suitable stitching, indicated at . The upper 
portions of the gores 7 extend considerably above 
the upper edges of the bust supporting sections 9, 
and may be provided with suitable buckles 2 for 
attaching the front ends of the shoulder straps 
6 to the gores T. 

In a garment such as shown in Figure i, the 
gores T may be made from a suitable fabric 
which is stretchable in an up-and-down direc 
tion, as indicated by the arrows, whereby the 
gore connections between the shoulder straps 
and the body of the garment provide adequate 
elasticity for the shoulder straps to prevent the 
latter from exerting undue pressure on the 
shoulders of the wearer, as a result of Various 
movements of the body. 
In Figure 2 I have shown the invention em 

bodied in the rear portion of a garment. As 
here shown, suitable gores 3 are embodied in 
the upper marginal edges of the Waist portion of 
the garment and extend a considerable distance 
downwardly from the upper edge of the back 
of the garment. The upper portions of the gores 
3 extend above the upper edge of the back of 
the garment, and the rear ends of the shoulder 
straps 4 may be suitably secured thereto as by 
stitching 5. The gores 3, shown in Figure 2, 
are preferably made from a suitable material 
which is stretchable both vertically and hori 
zontally, as indicated by the arrows, whereby 
said gores, in addition to providing the neces 
sary elasticity for the shoulder straps, also per 
mit additional horizontal stretch in the body of 
the garment, which is highly desirable in gar 
ments of this general type. 
In Figure 3 the invention is shown embodied 

in the front of a foundation garment, generally 
designated by the numeral 6, comprising side 
sections it and a front panel f8. In the form. 
here shown, the gores 9 are embodied in the 
lower edge of the front panel f8, and are prefer 
ably made from a suitable elastic fabric which is 
stretchable both vertically and horizontally, as 
indicated by the arrows. In garments of the type 
shown in Figure 3, the side panel sections are 
usually made of a stretchable fabric, whereas 
the panel 8 is usually made from a non-Stretch 
able fabric. The gores 9 embodied in the lower 
edge portion of the panel 8, therefore, provide 
additional horizontal stretch in the garment Over 
the hips, as will readily be understood by refer 
ence to Figure 3, which, as hereinbefore stated, 
is highly desirable in garments of this type. 
The lower ends of the gores 9 depend below the 

lower edge of the garment, and are provided with 
the usual hose fasteners 2, well known in the art. 
Suitable garters 22 may be provided at the rear 
of the garment, as shown. 

In Figure 4 I have shown the invention embod 
ied in a garment of the paintie type, comprising a, 
waist portion 23 and leg portions 24. In the gar 
ment here shown, suitable gores 25 are embodied 
in the lower edges of the leg portions 24, and ex 
tend upwardly into the leg portions a Suitable dis 
tance. The lower ends of the gores 25 depend 
below the bottom edges of the leg portions 24, and 
are provided with the usual hose fasteners 2 

In the form of the invention as shown in Fig 6 
similar to those shown in Figure 3. Suitable 
garters or hose fasteners 5 similar to the ones 
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shown in Figure 1 may be provided at 
side of the leg portions 24. . . . 
When the invention is embodied in a garment of 

the type shown in Figure 4, the fabric from which 
the gores 25 are made, need not necessarily be 
stretchable in a horizontal direction, but is 
stretchable in a vertical direction, as indicated by 
the arrows. If desired, however, the gores 25 may 
be made from two-way stretch fabric, as shown 
in Figures 2 and 3. 
As hereinbefore stated, an important feature of 

the present invention resides in the use of a suit 
able elastic fabric for Supporting the shoulder 
Straps or garters, and Which fabric is made in 
the form of gores embodied in the marginal edge 
portions of the garment. The gores are stretch 
able in an up-and-down direction to provide the 
necessary elasticity for the shoulder straps and 
garters, and, when desired, may be made from 
two-way stretch fabric, as shown in Figures 2 
and 3, to provide added horizontal stretch in the 
garment. 
The warp elastic threads in woven fabrics or 

the elastic inlay threads in circular knit fabrics, 
may be So placed in the gores that when the 
gores are embodied in the garment, they may 
be horizontally disposed in the garment, or where 
by they may be vertically positioned therein. If 
the elastic threads in the gores are placed hori 
ZOntally, more control is effected at the bottom or 
top of the garment, and if placed vertically, a 
greater elastic tension is given to the pull of the 
garters or shoulder straps attached to the gores. 
The inset gores herein disclosed, provide not 

only greater freedom of movement and control 
of the bottom and top of the garment, but, in 
addition, provide ample elasticity for the shoulder 
straps and the garters attached to the garment, 
whereby the usual elastic material heretofore 
COInn Only used in the construction of shoulder 
straps and garter supports, may be entirely dis 
pensed with, without decreasing the efficiency of 
the garment and with a saving in manufacturing 
costs. 
The novel elastic gores herein disclosed, when }. 

used as a means for attaching garters to a gar 
ment, may be provided either at the front or 
the rear of the garment, as may be 'desired, 
whether in a one piece garment or in a paintie 
type girdle. 
the top of garments of the all-in-one, or combina 
tion type, or they may be embodied in the top 
portion of What is commonly known as a ban 
deau. The gores may be located at the back of 
the garment or at the front, thereof, and so ar 
ranged that when the shoulder straps are at 
tached thereto, anple freedom of movement of 
the body is permitted without causing the shoul 
der straps to exert undue pressure on the shoul 
derS. 
Another advantage in the use of the novel 

gores herein disclosed for supporting garters and 
hose fasteners, resides in the fact that the lower 
edge portion of the garment may be made 
Smoother and more comfortable to the Wearer, 
because the bodies of the gores may be stitched to 
the fabric of the body of the garment by Smooth 
seams, whereas heretofore it has been customary 
to attach the garters directly to the bottom seam 
or hem of the garment, thereby causing greater 
thickness at these points, which often would irri 
tate the skin of the Wearer, unless covered by 
plush or some other suitable anti-friction fabric. 

It Will also be noted that because of the Wide 
spread of the gores in a horizontal direction, as 

the opposite 

The gores may also be embodied in 
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compared to the ordinary garter elastics, these 
gores give a more equalized pull on the garment 
when attaching the hose thereto. Also because 
of the shoulder straps being connected to the top 
edge of the garnent, by inset gores, a more equal 
ized pull is exerted on the garment by the shoul 
der straps, as will readily be understood. In 
other words, it has heretofore been common 
practice in garments of the one piece type, to 
fork the shoulder straps at the back, and in many 
instances, narrower forks. Were necessary in the 
front in order to distribute the pull of the shoul 
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der straps over a wider area of the garment. 
When the shoulder straps in such a garment were 
made of non-elastic material, as has been com 
mon practice, one fork would frequently carry 
substantially all the weight of the pull, which 
might result in damage to the garment or the 
shoulder strap. When using elastic gores such 
as herein disclosed, which have a relatively wide 
Spread horizontally, the pull of the shoulder 
straps or garters on the body of the garment is 
Spread over a much wider area, whereby the 
Strains exerted on the garment by the shoulder 
Straps or garters, are substantially equalized 
OVer a greater area of the garment. 
The gores also provide a construction, which 

readily ends itself for use with detachable gar 
ters or girdles, painties, or all-in-ones, whereby 
the garters may readily be detached from the 
garments to facilitate laundering, which is us 
ually desirable. 
The novel gores herein disclosed, in addition 

to providing supports for the garters, provide 
additional horizontal stretch in the garment 
Whereby independent gores for this purpose, 
which are more or less common in foundation 
garments, may be dispensed with. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that I have accomplished at least the principal 
objects of my invention, and it will also be ap 
parent to those skilled in the art that the em 
bodiments herein described may be variously 
changed and modified, without departing from 
the Spirit of the invention, and that the inven 
tion is capable of uses and has advantages not 
herein specifically described; hence it will be ap 
preciated that the herein disclosed embodiments 
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are illustrative only, and that my invention is 
not limited thereto. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a garment of the class described, a body 

portion, two-way stretch elastic gores embodied 
in the upper marginal edge portion of the gar 
ment and having their upper end portions ex 
tending well above the upper edge of the garment, 
the opposed edges of said upwardly extending 
gore portions inclining inwardly to provide freely 
stretchable elastic anchoring portions for shoul 
der straps, shoulder straps attached to the upper 
most ends of said gores, and the Iower portions 
of said gores extending Well down Wardly into the 
body of the garment to allow greater horizontal 
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stretch in the upper portion of the garment and 
also serving to distribute strains exerted on the 
shoulder straps over a relatively greater area of 
the garnent body. 

2. In a garment of the class described, a body 
portion, two-way stretch elastic gores, embodied 
in a marginal edge portion of the garment and 
having their maximum widths disposed substan 
tially at the edge of the garment with their long 
axes disposed in the general direction of the axis 
of Said body, each gore having one end portion 



4. 
extending well outwardly away from the adja 
cent edge of the garment and having its side 
edges tapering inwardly from the edge of the gar 
ment towards the outermost end of said project 
ing gore end portion, thereby to gradually re 
duce the size of Said projecting gore end por 
tion in a direction away from the edge of the 
garnent, and Whereby said projecting end por 
tions provide freely stretchable elastic anchor 
ing portions for the attachment of Suitable Sup 
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porting elements, and the opposite end portions 
of said gores extending well into the body of the 
garment to allow relatively greater circumfer 
ential stretch in the adjacent portion of the gar 
ment, and also serving to distribute StrainS eX 
erted on said anchoring portions by the Support 
ing means Over a relatively greater area of the 
garment. 

GEORGE A, FECHER. 


