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Th1s mventwn relates to a’ wrapper or. con-
tamer for -shipping- articles by post, express. or

. other teans. of transportation.

' turned- to. the original ‘shipper.

5

'such merchand1se

It is customary-in: many lines of: trade to. smp
the ‘article intended to.be sold to an-actual or
;orospectwe purchaser, with .the possibility that
the article-may be, for.one reason or ‘another, re-
Books or other
articles, sent. on approval constitute one class:of
- Another class. comprises
pamphlets books, eards ‘efe.; which -are not
shipped on: original-order but which dare sent to
prospective purchasers in the expectation that a
sufficient percentage of -them will purchase the

. articles: to. warrant the:expense and risk in con=

" nection; with-such:a system..of’ merchandising.

20-

In:such systemsit:is highly advantageous, if not
necessary; that. some-wrapping means be em-
ployed:-which: will facilitate as much as possible
the-return of therarticle, if unwanted, to-the mer-
chandiser, - This*is ‘due ‘to the fact that- many
prospective customers react unfavorably to a pro-

. posed. purchase where-the merchandiser leaves

28

the custorier in a: position-where it is difficult or
Bothersome. to return the: merchandise. ~ This is

" also-expensive:to-the:merchandiser on-dccount of

. eustoners will" destroy or:throw away-the mer-:.
- chandise rather thah go to- the necessary trot,ble
- mcident to returning-it.

~n0

the fact: that a certain percentage: of prospective

L According to my: mvention I prov1de a wrapper

- in’ “which- such merchandlse may - be initially

packed,~and in’ the use of which practically all

‘burden is taken from the prospectlve customer if

he wishes. to return it. The’invention: is appli-

- ¢able'to any method - of shipping, and is-also ap-

phcable to-unsealed or-sealed packages It is also

“economical to-the merchandlser, for: ‘the reason

10

. 6o

that Wlth 11ttle or no expense he ‘may utilize the
same package for several shlpments ‘

- The “invention includes : other ‘features of
1mprovement which will "be heremafter more
fully pointed out. B

. Referring to'the drawmgs, Wh1ch ﬂlustrate sev=
eral forms of the invention,— "

Flgure 1isa 'oerspectwe view of one form of
my improved device, showing an article of mer-
chand1se partlally enclosed therein, -and the de-
vice itself in partially open position, - -

Fig. 2 is a perspectlve view 1llustratmg the
package and wrapper of Flg 1, Wlth the package
completely closed.

»-vFlg 3.illustrates the same: package ready for

j. the return trip.

(Cl 229——87)

- Fig. 4 is a perspective v1eW showmg the pre-
ferred method of tying the package.

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a modlﬁed form

for sealed shipments.

Fig. :6 .is a plan of WIapper. showmg another 3

fastenmg means.

: Pig.-7-is.a perspective view of Fig, 6 folded

“Fig. 8 is.a plan of & Wrapper showing another
f01m cf the invention.

g, 9 is- a perspective view of a package par-—
tnlly enclosed therein, :

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of one side of the
device of Fig. 9; with the package fully closed.

-Fig. 11 is a view of the opposite side.

Referring first to the form of the invention set
forth in Figs. 1-to 4 inclusive, the wrapper com-
prises a eruciform sheet or sheets of material such
as paper, or any other suitable material, compris-
ing a body portion A having a primary cover por-
tion B- and a secondary cover portion C; which
cover portmns are preferably substantially. of the
same area - as-the body portion and of similar
shape. Extendlng from:the ends of the body por-
tion are end flaps D and E. Cover B'is shown ex-
tended, in dotted lines, and partly folded in full
lines. End flaps D and E are shown extended, in
dotted lines, and fully folded in full lines. F'isan
'artlcle of merchand_lse such as a-thin book or box
or'thelike which is shown in Fig. 1 in place on the
body portion A, the end portions being folded over

- the top of the same.

It . will be observed that if in Fig. 1 the second-

‘ary cover portion C be first folded over the por-

tions D and E and the primary cover portion B
then folded on top.of the portion C, the under-side
of the portion B will'then be exposed: - This is the
condition of the package as shown in Fig. 2. The
under side of the cover portion B has now become
the top of the package. According to the pre-
ferred form of the invention, the cover portion B
is utilized for the address of the prospective cus-
tomer, being provided with lines for this purpose
if desired: 1In the upper left-hand corner may
well appear the card of the merchandiser.” In the
upper right-hand corner may be affixed a suitable
postage stamp if the article is to go through the
mails, such as isindicated at G, or any permissible
‘post office: subst1tute for the stamp may be uti=
lized:

If ‘the customer does not wish ‘to - purchase
the artlcle of merchandise, he merely replaces
it 'in the -wrapper anhd instead of folding down
the seéondary cover C first, folds down: the pri-
mary cover-B, with the cover C on top of’it.
The' condition of the package in this case is indi-
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cated i in Flg 3 wherem the cover C is outermost

- The ‘name .and address of the merchandiser is

- chandiser to pay the postage on the package if
it is returned, thus’ avoiding the expense of afix-
~ing stamps orlgmally to this: secondary cover,;._-
-'portlon ‘ ‘

To complete the art1cle as thus descrlbed my.
i 1nvent10n provides “a -means, preférably  carried
15
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20

-printed: on what is now the upper side of the
_cover. C,-ahd lines are provided in the upper left---
-hand ‘corner - for the card ‘of the customer, as-
indicated at H. -At the upper right-hand corner:

is preferably provided a “post office permit J of
the ‘type- well known, which perm!ts the “mer-

as part. of the package by which - the package

may be securely fastened” together in’either of:
* its two conditions, that is to say, whén it is origi~
“nally shipped. with the primary-cover otitermost -
.-or;when it is réturned with the secondary cover-

outermost “This means of fastening.the’ package. )

- together is. part1cularly desirable when merchan-
. dise is-sent unsealed either:through the mails- or.

i byanyother nieans of transportation:” The device: :
I prefer to'employ ‘upon this-comprises g/ single’ -
325

-~ .~ tom or qutside of the body ‘Bortioh A by a frxctmn

length-of string K, ‘which is.fastened to the bot-

or clamplng button T.:: Thls button may be very

; -easily:applied to the body portion; and is prefer—

= ' ably located at a middle point in the latter. :
30

“The

end’of -the string K -may betied to the button or.

_‘may-be otherwise fastened to the: backage. When

“this’ means is‘adopted for fastening: the package

the string is'merely led-in one “direction of the

"~ other around the package; then around-the but-

85,

40

ton-and then around the package 4n g, dlrectlon'

‘normal to the first, and then again’around the
-+ . ‘button; whete two or three turns will be sufﬁc1ent :
“ito fasten the end of ‘the string. =

“As‘thus ‘constituted, the package prov1dxes the
greatest fac111ty and s1mphclty in re-wrappmg the
‘article of ‘merchandise by the user. i

The package when 1mt1ally used may well con- )

tdin a return enyelope with: a ‘coin-card for: the

L 50

payment for- the merchandlse in case: it -is’ re-

“tained; or it may contain ‘any desired: llterature

advertlsxng the’ advantages of the: artlcle shlpped

If the article. is- not-purchased ‘and: s returned
“the. package-can be reused by the simple- exper. :
"jdxent of pastmg a sheet of paper over the primary -
cover for the: Teception of the name and address .

: ,of the new consignee.:

1t will be- observed that the 1mportant :features,‘

' of the 1nvent10n are the: :provision of the primary

“and secondary covers with means formlng a part
of the. unit package for holding the: ‘packige to= .

gether Whlle it might” be possible to lise a clip

» ", jof one kind.or: another a5 a separate article, this
<1 unsatlsfactory, and if- apphed toa thlck pack-

: age is expenswe ¥

I Fig. 5 I have shown a form of the 1nvent10n

. in which { the énd portions shown at D and:-E in
~Fig,*1, are enlarged to -make a third and fourth E

. .COVET, p01t1on lettered D and E’ respectlvely in

Lo Tig B
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: . _gummed strips M, the gum belng applied:directly

“to the: ends' of ‘the cover portions; and the latter i
‘bemg preferably long enough 0. as to. regch over
;the top of the package and be gummed along the
edge thereof Ifthe package is-thin the:gummed -
- strips- M may: extend around: to the body portlon .
: ,and ‘be:pasted:to that portion:: :

Thls constructlon of package w111 perm1t{ at‘

“eord.’

2 011 703

’least two separate malhngs and returns without

change. That is to say, the portions D’ and ®’

‘“may be provided on their surfaces with mailing
indicia - similar “to " those on the"cover portions
B and C’,as already explained with relation to
.Flgs 1.to ‘4,7 'One set could be used- in the first

issuance of a package and “if the latter is o

] retulned the second set, may. be used. :
‘Argimilar construction is shown in Flgs 6 and.
»'7 ‘except in-place’ of the primary and secondary
-covers B2 C? being provided with gummed edges.
"“one of these covers, .such as C?, is provided with
. one or'more. holes or eyelets O, “which: when the
-coyer: B2:ig first folded down-and the cover C? .
- folded over it aline with bendable pbrongs P con-
“nected ‘With -the-body portion at:the base of the

cover portlon B2, preferably being located on. the

- cover -portion or-on the body portion near the

inner ‘edge of the: cover .portion. 'One of these
bendable prongs may. be utilized as a fastening
point for 4 ‘cord: K2, 'which sy be: pbermanently

‘fixed ‘to the prong-and- t1ed around the package
-as illustrated in Fig. 7. -

- In"the:construction shown in Flgs 8 to 11 the'
covers.B? 'C3? are-provided with tab portions Q :

and R.respectively. -The special purpose of these
‘tab.-portions is to extend- around the rear of the
package, so that one of the eyelets S with Wwhich

. each is provided may register. at: the: Tear of” ‘the

package with a bendable pronged ‘fasténer T per—
manently connected: with:the ‘back -of ‘the ‘body
portion.:: In the use of:this. constructlon one ad-

vdress: will--be carried :on ‘the: ‘cover B3 and-the

other on the cover C3;:and. the uppermost cover

- will have its. tab folded: ‘under:the package-and
~connected through the pronged:fastener with the

body portion. - If desired; the pronged: fastener
‘may -be utilized as a ‘point_of application . of a
string, such’ as-U; which.can be wrapped side-
wise or’lengthwise around.thé package, or-in both

tenmg of the bendablé' prong may-be reinforced,
At. any: point where:'the ‘package is:provided

. w1th a. gummed strip, stuch:as M in Figs. b-and. 6,
I may introduce a tearing cord X along thesinner -
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_directions; the .pronged fastener -constituting:in
effect a friction fastening device:so thab the fas- o

45,

margin of- the.sttip, so that the ‘consignee may -
easily open the- package by tearlng it w1th the,

Whlle I have shown in’ detail several forms of

*the invention; it will. be understood . that I do

not wish- to be lnmted thereto, since .. various
changes can be made therem w1thout departmg

~from "the spirit.of the 1nvent10n

What I claim isy s
10A package wrapper compnsmg a foldable

surface’ and an outs1de surface and a back- por-
tion and'a plurality of cover portlcns the outside
surfaces’of which cover: portions gre adapted to
carry forwardmg 1ndlc1a each of said cover por-
tions: being adapted to be selectively: folded into

50 e
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:blank and fastenmg means for securing the blank o
ina closed p051t1on, said blank havmg an inside

60 .

either an exposed ‘or: a substantially unexposed, »

“This ﬁgure also shows a form of means for - \posmon ‘one portion: of the blank having its out-

V’keepmg the package closed which -comprises .

side . surface expcsed regazdless of the* manner

_in'which the blank‘is folded for usé; and the fas-

tenmg means being & single” means pernanent-

1y connected to such latter exposed outside sur-
face and being adapted to pass around the pack- :
'age in'one 6r more directions. :

65

70

-2: A package wrapper in accordance with.claim -

1 in which’ the fastening means is ‘connected to

‘the outs1de surface of” the back portlon of the 7 i
S o i 5

blank
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3."A package wrapper comprising a foldable
blank and fastening means for securing the blank
_in.a closed position, said blank having an inside
surface and an outside surface, and a back por-
tion and a plurality of cover portions, the out-

. side surfaces of which cover portions are adapt- -

ed to carry forwarding indicia, each of said cover
portions being adapted to be selectively folded
into either an exposed or a substantially unex-
16 posed position, one portion of the blank having

3

its outside surface exposed regardless of the man-
ner in which the blank is folded for use and the
fastening means comprising a cord, one end of
which is fixedly connected to such latter exposed
outside surface.

4, A package wrapper in accordance w1th claim '
-3, in which the cord is connected to:-the outside

surface of the back portion of the blank.

SEEMAN WELDON BARKER.
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