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As prescribed in PCT Rule 13.2, the requirement of unity of invention
in international application is satisfied only when a group of inventions
of claimg is in a technical relationship involving one or more of the
same or corresponding special technical features (technical features
defining contribution which the inventions make as a whole over the prior
art) .

The technical feature common to the inventions of claims 1-4, the
inventions of c¢laimg 5-8, and the inventiong of c¢laimg 9-10 is “a
thermoelectric block in which the end surfaces of first and second
materials are alternately welded”.

Document 1: JP 2003-318456 A (Paroma Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha), 7
November, 2003 (07.11.03), claim 1, [0011l], figure 1, document 2: JP
08-148726 A (NGK Spark Plug Co., Ltd.), 7 June, 1996 (07.11.96), claim
1, figure 10, and document 3: JP 08-222771 A (Tokyo Gas Co., Ltd.), 30
August, 1996, claims 1-4 disclose “a thermoelectric block in which the
end surfaces of first and second materials are alternately welded”.

Therefore, gince “the thermoelectric block in which the end surfaces
of first and second materials are alternately welded” was already a
publicly known technical feature on the date of the international
application, the technical feature cannot be a technique making
contribution over the prior art, and not a special technical feature
prescribe in the PCT Rule.

There are no other the same or corresponding special technical features
among the inventions.

For the reason above, the present application involvesg no the same
or corresponding special technical feature among the inventions, and
the inventions of the claimg of the international application do not
satisfy the requirement of unity of invention prescribed in PCT Rule
13.1.
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