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This invention relates generally to aprons, and
more specifically to aprons adapted to be worn
by workers in factories, shops, stores, and other
business establishments, as well as persons en-

5 gaged in performing household duties in homes,
the predominant object of the invention being
to provide an apron which is of such improved
construction and arrangement that it is capable
of adjustment so as to fit persons of different

10 sizes and is capable of easy and convenient laun-
dering.

As is generally known to persons familiar with
such matters, aprons of the type worn by work-~
ers in factories, shops, stores, and other business

15 establishments frequently jnclude neck bands of

fixed lengths that are secured to the aprons at
their opposite ends and through which the heads
of the wearers are passed so that said neck bands
encircle the back portions of the necks of said
wearers of the aprons. Due to the fact that the
neck bands must be of sufficient length to per-
mit passage of the heads of wearers of the aprons
therethrough, the tops of the front or bib por-
tions of the aprons are permitted to drop to low

5 positions on the wearers, as the neck bands con-

tact with the backs of the necks of such wearers
and afford no means of holding the front or bib
portions of the aprons at elevated positions.

Also, the neck bands veferred to are troublesome

when the aprons are laundered, as it is not con-
venient to press the neck bands on flat work
ironers. Furthermore, the neck bands are an-
noying because they pull upon and rub against
the backs of the necks of wearers of the aprons.

The improved apron disclosed herein is so con-

structed and arranged that the neck band re-
ferred to above is entirely eliminated, thus pro-
viding for convenient pressing of the apron on a
flat work ironer. Also, the improved apron is
capable of such adjustment on a wearer that the
top of the front or bib portion of the apron may
be located at various desired elevations on the
wearer of the apron. Additionally, the improved
apron is capable of adjustment circumferential-
1y of the body of the wearer so that it fits closely
and comfortably about his body.

; Fig. 1 is & perspective view of the improved

apron showing same on & figure illustrated by
dotted lines.

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the improved apron.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged view show-
ing the manner of attaching the strings of the
apron to the shoulder straps thereof.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged view illus-
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trating one of the grommets associated with the
apron through which the strings extend.

In the drawing, wherein is shown for the pur-
pose of {llustration, merely, one embodiment ot
the invention, A designates the improved apron
generally, which comprises a skirt portion B and
o front or bib portion C. If desired, the apron
A may be hemmed at its edges, as shown at D
in Fig. 2, the hem D’ at the top of the front
or bib portion of the apron {llustrated in said
view being deeper than the hems D at the side
and bottom edges of the apron. Secured by
stitching or otherwise to the top portion of the
front or bib portion of the apron A is & pair of
shoulder straps |, to the outer ends of which
are attached suitable fastening elements 2.

Attached to the shoulder straps | through the
instrumentality of the fastening elements 2 is
a pair of tie strings 3, which in the use of the
improved apron are crossed at the back of a
wearer of the apron as shown in Fig. 1, said tie
strings & being extended through grommets 8
associated with the apron at the opposite sides
and at the top of the skirt portion B thereof, and
said tie strings being tied together as indicated
at 5 at the back of the wearer of the apron.

While the fastening clements 2 may be of
any suitable type, 1 illustrate the well known
type of fastener which comprises a flat section
of material in which an opening is formed. This
opening includes an enlarged portion 22 and &
communicating clongated, narrow portion 2P as
shown most clearly in Fig. 3. In attaching the
strings 3 to the fastening elements 2, the strings
are folded over and the folded portions of the
strings are passed through the larger portions
of the openings 22 of the fastening elements, the
portions of the strings adjacent to the folded
portions thereof then being drawn into the nar-
row opening portions 9b to securely attach said
strings to the fastening elements.

The grommets 4 are of the shape illustrated
most clearly in Fig. 4; that is to say, each grom-
met includes an enlarged opening portion 42 and
a tapered opening portion 4°. The tie strings are
extended through the opening portions 4 of the
grommets 4, while said tie strings are being ad-
justed to the tying position, and after the tie
strings have been tied as indicated at 5 in Fig.
{ the tie strings are moved into the tapered open-
ing portions 40 of the grommets. Thus the tie
strings will be tightly gripped by the tapered
portions of the grommets so that slippage of the
tie strings is prevented.

When the improved apron is being donned by &
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person who is fo wear it, the shoulder straps 1
are arranged over the shoulders and the tie
strings 3 are crossed at the back of the wearer.
The tie strings 3 are then passed through the
grommets 4, and the top edge of the front or bib
portion of the apron is adjusted to any desired
elevation on the wearer, The end portions of
the tie strings which have been passed throush
the grommets 4 are then drawn together and tied
as indicated at 5 in Fig. 1, whereby the front or
bib portion of the apron is secured in the posi-
tion to which it has been adjusted and the por-
tion of the apron at the waist of the wearer is
drawn closely and comfortably about the body of
the wearer of the apron. After the apron has
been adjusted on the wearer and the tie strings
have been tied as described, said tie strings are
moved into the tapered portions 4 of the open-
ings of the grommets 4, whereby the tie strings
are gripped and held against slippage. In laun-
Gering the improved apron, the tie strings 3 are
detached from the fastening elements 2 and after
the apron has been washed it may be completely
ironed on a flat work ironer, the shoulder straps
being extended outwardly in a straight line from
the top edge of the apron during the ironing
operation,

I claim:

1. An apron comprising a skirt portion and g
bib portion, shoulder straps extended from said
bib portion in straight lines, and tie strings de-
tachably attached to said shoulder straps and
adapted to be crossed at the back of a wearer of
the apron, said shoulder straps being of flat for-
mation and wider than said tie strings, elements
associated with said apron at opposite sides
thereof through which said tie strings are ex-
tended, the extended portions of said tie strings
being adapted to be tied together at a point be-
tween the locations of said elements, and locking
means forming parts of said elements for lock-
ing said strings in positions to which they have
been adjusted.
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2. An apron comprising a skirt portion and g
bib portion, shoulder straps extended from said
bib portion in straight lines, and tie strings de-
tachably attached to said shoulder straps and
adapted to be crossed at the back of a wearer of
the apron, said shoulder straps being of flat for-
mation and wider than said tie strings, and grom-
mets associated with said apron at opposite sides
thereof through which said tie strings are ex-
tended, the extended bortions of said tie strings
being adapted to be tied together at a point be-
tween the locations of said grommets, saic grom-
mets including portions for gripping the tie
strings and holding them in positions to which
they have been adjusted.

3. An apron comprising a skirt portion and a
bib portion, shoulder straps extended from said
bib portion in straight lines, and tie strings de-
tachably attached to said shoulder straps and
adapted to be crossed at the back of a wearer of
the apron, said shoulder straps being of flat for-
mation and wider than said tie strings, and grom-
mets associated with said apron at opposite sides
thereof through which said tie strings are ex-
tended, the extended portions of said tie strings
being adapted to be tied together at a point be-
tween the locations of said grommets, said grom-
mets including tapered portions adapted to grip
the tie strings and hold them in positions to which
they have been adjusted.,

4. An apron comprising a skirt portion and a
hib portion, tie strings for securing said apron in
place on a wearer thereof, elements associated
with said apron at opposite sides thereof through
which said tie strings are extended, the extended
portions of said tie strings being adapted to be
tied together at a point between the locations of
said elements, and locking means forming parts
of said elements for locking said tie strings in
positions to which they have been adjusted.

WILLIAM E. McGUIRE.
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