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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jesse Frint, citizen
of the United States, residing at Cool, in
the county of Eldorado and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Wire-Tighteners, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to wire stretchers
and tighteners especially designed for
stretching and tightening barbed wire.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple, cheap, practical device of this
character.

The invention consists of the parts and
the construction and combination of parts
as hereinafter more fully described and
claimed, having vreference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

TFigure 1 is a plan view, Fig. 2 is a partial
side elevation, Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sec-
tion of a grip member.

In the embodiment of the invention I em-
ploy two bars A-—A of suitable size and
length and pivot them to a lever 2 on each
side of a fulecrum 3; a clevis or the like 4
being attached to the fulecrum and having
a chain 5 adapted to be connected to a tree
or any other suitable anchorage.

6 is a carriage sliding on the two bars
A—A and having a platform extension 7
provided with two holes, each adapted to
receive a loosely fitting gripping bar 8.
Iach of these grips 8 has a perforation 9 a
little larger than a bar A, and through
which perforation a bar A works. A spring
10 acts on each grip to tilt it, so that ordi-
narily a bar will be gripped when pressure
is brought lengthwise in one direction on
the bar, and when the bar is pulled in the
opposite direction it will be free to slide
through the grip. The carriage 6 is of pe-
culiar design, and preferably consists of a
plate of sheet-metal bent at the rear end to
form the flange 11, and at a point between
its ends to form a flange 12 parallel with
flange 11; the two flanges 11—12 being
perforated to pass the bars A—A. The
platform extension 7 is below the bars
A~—A and forms a guide and support for the
grips 8, The springs 10 bear against the
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grips and against the wall or flange 12 of
the carriage.

In practice, one end of the device is an-
chored by the chain 5, and the wire to be
stretched, represented at 13, is connected
with the carriage by suitable means, as the
hook 14. Then by working the lever 2 like
a walking-beam the bars A are alternately
reciprocated, causing the carriage 6 to move
step by step toward the lever 2; the grips
8, by reason of the enlarged perforations 9,
engaging the bars A and holding the car-
riage 6 from slipping back in the direction
of the wire 13, but allowing the carriage
gradually to be worked forward toward the
lever 2.

Having thus described my invention,
what T claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is—

1. The combination in a wire stretcher, of
a lever having a fulcrum, two bars pivoted
to the lever on opposite sides of its fulerum,
a carriage freely slidable on both bars, said
earriage having two gripping devices, one
to engage one har and the other to engage
the other bar. and means by which on the
oscillation of the lever the carriage ad-
vances step by step along said bars.

2. The combination in a wire stretcher, of
a lever having a fulerum. two bars pivoted
to the lever on opposite sides of its fulernm,
a carriage freely slidable on both bars, said
carriage having two gripping devices. one
to engage one bar and the other to engage
the other bar. said carriage comprising a
plate extending over both of the bars and
having flanges bent in the same direction
and perforated to receive the bars. and one
of said flanges having a platform portion
bent parallel with the bars, said platform
portion perforated, and said gripping de-
vices supported by said platform portion.

3. The combination in a wire tightener,
of a lever having a fulerum, two rods piv-
oted to the lever on each side of the ful-
crum, a carriage slidable on the rods, said
carriage comprising a plate with bent perfo-
rated flanges through which the rods pass,
and said plate having a perforated plat-
form extension, perforated gripping bars
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through which said rods pass, said bars | my hand in the presence of two subscribing
loosely fitting the perforations in said plat- | witnesses.
form extension, and springs acting against T o
the carriage and gripping?bars to pl?event JESSE FLINT.
5 the latter gripping said rods on the return | Witnesses:

stroke. : Hexry H. Browx,
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set ] Harvey N. Brown.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for. five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” .
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