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for securing merchandise to suitable sup 
ports and refers more particularly to devices 

; for holding vehicles during shipment in 
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This invention relates generally to devices 

freight cars and the like. ' 
One of the essential objects of the inven 

!, tion is: to provide an anchorage member 
1. for holding merchandise and more particu 
larly a vehicle, upon a suitable support such 
'as the floor of a carrier, the normal posi 10 
tion of said anchorage member being main 
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tained by a spring which may yield to some 
extent responsive to shocks, jars and vibra 
tions experienced by the carrier in transit, 
thus avoiding undue'strains either upon the 
anchorage member or the engaged part of 
the vehicle. . . . . . . . . . 
A further object of the invention is to provide a holding down device for vehicles 

20 (or other merchandise) in transit, which de 
vice when not in use will, of its own weight, 
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assume a stored position substantially be 
neath the floor of the carrier so as to leave 
the floor of the latter substantially clear. 

In the drawings; 
Figure 1 is a view inside elevation show 

ing the improved anchorage member en 
gaged with a vehicle wheel, the floor to 
which said member is secured being section 
ally illustrated; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view of the same 

taken upon line 2-2 of Figure 1, and in 
dicating in dash lines the stored position of 
the anchorage member; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective 
view showing the padding means which is 
engaged with the anchorage member to pre 
vent damage to the finish of the engaged vehicle wheel. 
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Figure 4 is a view of the hook portion of 
the anchorage member swung to a raised po 
sition to allow clearance room for the ve 
hicle wheel to be engaged. 
In these views, the reference character A 

designates a vertical stem terminating at its 
upper end in a hook Bengaged with the 
felly C of a vehicle wheel. The spokes and 
tire of said wheel are indicated respectively 
at C’ and C. Said stem as shown passes 
through the floor D of the car, truck or 
other carrier in which the vehicle is being 
shipped, and is engaged below said floor by 
a coiled spring E urging said stem down 
wardly through engagement with a nut F 

adjustable upon the lower. end of said stem. 
Preferably the hook. B is pivoted, as in 
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dicated at G upon the stem A, and is held 
in rigid relation with said stem in use by 
the pin H. When the describeddevice is not 
in use it occupies the position shown in dash 
lines in Figure 2, being almost entirely out 
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of the way below the floor. D, the iatter 

The spring E accomplishes the double 
function of allowing a vertical adjustment 
of the stem A to adapt the same for engage 
ment with different sized wheels, and said 
Spring further allows a limited vertical play 
to the engaged wheel so as to permit the ve 
hicle to respond to some extent to shocks, 
jars, and vibration; absorbing such stresses 

having an aperture J to receive the point 
of the hook B. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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to some extent and preventing breakage or 
damage to either the vehicle or anchorage 
member, such as might result from unyield 
ing resistance to such stresses. By pivoting 
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the hook B upon the stem Ait is not nec 
essary to shift the vehicle laterally to en gage said hook with the wheel instead the 
vehicle may be shifted to the position shown 
in the drawing in which each wheel is close 
adjacent the stem A of the corresponding 
anchorage member, and the hooks B may be 
thrown down on their pivots G to engage 
the fellies of the wheels, and the pins. H 
may then be inserted to maintain the hooks 
rigid with their stems. 
In Figure 3 there is disclosed 

tect the felly of the wheel from abrasion 

- a padding. 
member I engaged with the hook B to pro 
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90 
by said hook, said padding member as shown 
having the nature of a strip of fabric spiral 
sired thickness. - 

It is to be understood 
anchorage member need not necessarily be 
Secured to the floor of a carrier as the con 

that the described 
ly wound upon the hook member to the de 
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struction will be equally operative if said 
member is engaged with a wall, roof or any 
rigid element arranged within or upon, or 
forming a part of the carrier. The device - 
may also be used upon other supports such as 
shelves, tops of desks and other pieces of 
furniture for holding miscellaneous articles 
of merchandise such 
machines, etc. . 
The described device is one 

very easily applied to hold a vehicle or other 

as typewriters, adding 
that may be 

  

  



merchandise in a substantially fixed position 
upon a support, and said device may be re 
leased from the merchandise with equal fa 
cility. It is to be observed that no tools are 
required either to engage the device with or 
disengage the same from the merchandise, 
and no manipulation of screws or bolts is 
required, and no nails are used. Thus the 

, time and labor involved in attaching or de 
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. adjacent apertures, o 

4) 

engageable with the other of said apertures 

taching the device from the engaged mer 
chandise or vehicle is minimized. No ma 
nipulation is necessary after detachment of 
the device from an engaged merchandise to . , was engaging said stem below said platform for shift the device to its stored position, said 
device dropping of its own weight to said 
position when released. In the stored posi 
tion only a Small portion of the anchorage 
member is exposed above the support and 
thus the device offers no appreciable obsta- - 
cle to the use of the carrier for purposes not 
requiring the anchorage member. - 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. The combination with an article of 

merchandise, of a support therefor having 
spaced openings therethrough, a stem ex 
tending through one of said openings, a 
hook carried by said stem, and yieldable 
means engaging said stem below said sup 
port and normally retaining said hook in 
engagement with said article of merchan 
dise said yieldable means being adapted to 
cause said hook to engage the other open 
ing in said support when said hook is re 
moved from said support. - 

2. The combination with an article of 
merchandise, of a support therefor having p means for holding 
the merchandise on the support including a 
stem extending through one of the aper 
tures, an abutment on the stem, a hook car ried by the stem having a depending portion 
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when not in use, and yieldable means be 
tween the abutment and support for hold 
ing the hook in engagement with the article 
of merchandise. 

3. The combination with a substantial 
horizontal platform and a vehicle supported 
thereon, of means for holding the vehicle 
upon the platform including a stem extend 
ing through said platform, an adjustable 
hook earried by said stem, means movable 
transversely of the stem for detachably 
holding said hook in an adjusted position 
relative to said stem, and yieldable means 
normally retaining said hook in engagement 
with said vehicle. . . . . . . . . 

4. The combination with a substantial 
horizontal platform and a vehicle supported 
thereon, means for holding the vehicle 
upon the platform including a stem extend ing through said platform, a hook engage 
able with the vehicle pivoted to said stem, 
means for detachably holding said hook in 
an adjusted position, and yieldable means 
surrounding said stem below said platform for normally 
ment with said vehicle. 

5. The combination with a substantial 
horizontal platform and a vehicle support 
ed thereon, of means for holding the vehicle 

4. 
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retaining said hook in engage 
70 

upon the platform including a stem extend ing through said platform, a hook adjust 
ably mounted upon said stem, yieldable 
means surrounding said stem below said sup 
port for normally retaining said hook in 
engagement with said vehicle, and a remov 
able member for retaining said hook in a 
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predetermined position with respect to said 8 
stem. In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

JOHN H. ROSENCRANS. 

  

  

  


