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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a method for cleaning a medical instrument, wherein a medical instrument to which a body fluid adheres
is subjected to ultrasonic cleaning in a cleaning liquid in which chlorine dioxide is dissolved. Also disclosed is a cleaning apparatus
which is provided with: a cleaning bath that is configured so as to be able to perform ultrasonic cleaning; a mixing unit for produ -
cing a cleaning liquid in which chlorine dioxide is dissolved; a first pipe for supplying the cleaning liquid from the mixing unit to
the cleaning bath; and a second pipe for supplying water to the cleaning bath. The cleaning apparatus is configured such that the
cleaning liquid supplied from the mixing unit through the first pipe is diluted with water supplied through the second pipe, so that
the chlorine dioxide dissolved in the cleaning liquid is at a predetermined concentration in the cleaning bath.
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2. I:l Claims Nos.:
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3. I:l Claims Nos.:
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The technical feature of "subjecting a medical instrument to which a body
fluid adheres to ultrasonic cleaning in a cleaning liquid in which chlorine
dioxide is dissolved" set forth in claim 1 is disclosed in document 1 (JP
2001-120643 A) (See paragraphs [0006], [0013] and [0026] of document 1)

Consequently, the invention of claim 1 is not novel in view of document
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dependent on claim 1 at the time of the order for payment of additional search
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L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-5

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The special technical features of the above-mentioned four (groups of)
inventions are as described below.

In this connection, the invention of claim 1, which does not have
a special technical feature, is considered to fall under invention group
1.

(Invention group 1) the inventions of claims 1 and 2

: Amethod for cleaning a medical instrument wherein a medical instrument
to which a body fluid adheres is subjected to ultrasonic cleaning in
a cleaning liquid in which chlorine dioxide is dissolved, said cleaning
method being characterized in that the medical instrument to which a
body fluid adheres is immersed in the cleaning liquid after generating
ultrasonic waves in the cleaning liquid that is held within a cleaning
bath.

(Invention group 2) the invention of claim 3

: Amethod for cleaning a medical instrument wherein a medical instrument
to which a body fluid adheres is subjected to ultrasonic cleaning in
a cleaning liquid in which chlorine dioxide is dissolved, said cleaning
method being characterized in that the chlorine dioxide dissolved in
the cleaning liquid is produced by mixing at least an agqueous chlorite
solution and an activation agent.

(Invention group 3) the inventions of claims 4 and 5

: Amethod for cleaning a medical instrument wherein a medical instrument
to which a body fluid adheres is subjected to ultrasonic cleaning in
a cleaning liquid in which chlorine dioxide is dissolved, said cleaning
method being characterized in that the concentration of the chlorine
dioxide dissolved in the cleaning liquid is increased after immersing
the medical instrument to which a body fluid adheres into the cleaning
liquid.

(Invention group 4) the invention of claim 6

: An apparatus for ultrasonically cleaning a medical instrument to which
a body fluid adheres in a cleaning liquid in which chlorine dioxide is
dissolved, said cleaning apparatus being characterized in that: the
cleaning apparatus comprises a cleaning bath that is configured so as
to performultrasonic cleaning, a mixing unit for producing the cleaning
liquid in which chlorine dioxide is dissolved, a first pipe for supplying
the cleaning liquid from the mixing unit to the cleaning bath, and a
second pipe for supplying water to the cleaning bath; and the cleaning
apparatus is configured such that the cleaning liquid supplied from the
mixing unit through the first pipe is diluted with water supplied through
the second pipe, so that the chlorine dioxide dissolved in the cleaning
liguid is at a predetermined concentration in the cleaning bath.

With respect to the invention groups 1-3, they are considered as a
group of inventions since they were able to be searched without effort
justifying additional fees.

Consequently, the claims of this international application contain
two (groups of) inventions, namely the group of the invention groups
1-3 and the invention group 4.
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