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To all whom it Moy concerm:

Be it known that I, EVALENA S. THOMAS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lin-
denwold, Camden county, in the State of New
Jersey, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Tiles, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification.

My invention relates to-tiles adapted to be
set in cement for the formation or inlaying
of floors, walls, and the likej and it consists
in construeting the tile of the general form
of a crescent in planular outline, with one or
both of ils vertical edges of irregular form,
not alone for the advantages in an esthetic
sense derivable from mere shape or configu-
ration, but mainly for the functional advan-
tages due to such form in a tile, whlch will
be hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings; illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is a pla,n view of a
portion of a floor 1aid with tiles constructed
according to my invention. Figs.2,3, 4,and
Sare views illustrating the ready adaptability
of my tile to form peculiar designs of which
no other known form of construction of tile
is capable.
advantages of my tile in mosaic work. Fws
7to19, mcluslve, are plan views showing d1f—
ferent shapes of tiles embraced by the inven-
tion.

As well known, tiles are usually composed
of a body of clay or other suitable material
and are given shape or form in a die or mold
and then hardened in a furnace. Their up-

per side or surface is the wearing or floor.

surface, and their lower side or surface is in-

tended to belaid in alayer of cement to main-

tain them in position on the floor.

In the construction of my improved tile 1
make it, preferably, of the thickness of five-
eighths of an inch throughout, the top and
bottom surface being flat or planular, if de-
sired, or may be indented or n rilievo.

Either the concave or the convex edge or
vertical face of the tile, or both such edges
or faces, is of irregular form, being broken
by projections or reéntrant curves, as indi-
cated in the drawings; which show such pro-
jeections and curves as being of various forms,
the invention not being limited to any par-

Fig. 6 is a plan view showing the -

ticular form of the tile in this respect; noris
it limited to a tile whose crescent form in
planular outline is composed of any particu-
lar set of curves; but it may be formed of
any setof curves, such as the ares of a larger
and a smaller inner and outer cirele or the
arcs of a circle and an ellipse, or of the ares

-of a circle and a parabola, or of the ares of a

parabola and an ellipse, or of the arcs of two
ellipses or of two parabolas, so that at least
one of its vertical faces be of irregular form
and its general shape in plan that of a cres-
cent.

Tiles as heretofore commonly constructed
are all rectangular or other form, whieh in-
cludes straight or irregular-shaped sides, and
any varxa‘mons of size of a lot of similar tiles
cause alarge percentage of lossinlaying them:
Such variatlons occur mainly from shrinkage
from firing. " Variations in color occur from
like causes, and variations in external con-=
figuration occur also from wear of molds or
dies.

With my improved form of tile variations
in color, size, and uniformity of outline are
not within reasonable limits at all materlal,
and, furthermore, greater freedom in laying
and manipulation “of the tiles is possible, a
greater number of designs permissible, a

t1les and relaying new ones, economy in cost
of manufacture in the absence of necessity
for accuracy in molds or dies and in the fir-
ing of the product.

Other functional advantades arising from
my novel form of tile are as follows that the
great care required in making the ordinary
rectilinear tiles conform to each other in out:
line and to the exact shape of the die or mold
is rendered unnecessary with my file because
of its form, which enables it to be set, irre-
spective of conformity in size, color, or regu-
larity of outline, between any two or more such
tiles in the same flooring. The saving and
advantage thus obtained i_s great, because in
therespects mentioned is involved the greater
part of the cost of ordinary tiles.

Additional advantages in setting the tile
arise from the following reasons: An exact
agreement of shade is not essential because
of the irregularity of the form of the tile, and
the tiles need not be set in exact juxtaposi:
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tion. The curved shape gives greater bind-
ing effect and a more durable flooring. A
less number of tiles will cover the same sur-
face than is required with the ordinary tiles,
and with my improved tile a multitude of de-
signs can be formed not only straight, angu-
lar, and curvilinear, but capable of an un-
limited number of color graduations and ef-
fects, thereby giving unlimited freedom in de-
signing.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a tile

613,333

constructed in the form of acrescentin planu- 15

lar outline, and having an irregular vertical
side, substantially as described.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a tile
constructed.in theform of acrescentin planu-

lar outline with irregular vertical sides: sub- zo

stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

EVALENA S. THOMAS.

Witnesses:

THoMAs F. Gross,
T. . KUMMERER.




