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To a 2Z Luhon, it in Gulf COface.772. 
Beit known that I, EMILALTMAN, a citizen 

of the United States, residing in the borough. 
of Brooklyn, county of Kings, State of New 

5 York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Shoe-Lace Protectors, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to shoe-lace protec 

tors and may be said to consist generally in 
to a detachable shield for the laces provided 

with means, such as a strap, for surrounding 
the foot or ankle of the wearer and with means 
for engaging the upper edge of the shoe or 
the laces. 

15. In the accompanying drawings I have shown 
a structure illustrating my invention. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows the struc 
ture in position on a low shoe. Fig. 2 is a 
rear view of the structure; and Fig. 3 is a sec 

2o tion on line 33 of Fig. 2, clearly showing one 
mode of attaching the hooks hereinafter men 
tioned to the shield of the protector. 

It will be understood that the shield of the 
protector may be made in a variety of forms 

25 ornamented to suit the taste and that the 
other parts of the protector may also be of 
various shapes. 

In the drawings, 1 indicates the detachable 
shield. This shield is provided with two dis 

3o tinct means for engaging the shoe. In the 
present instance I have shown as one such 
means a plurality of hooks 2 2, which are 
adapted to engage over the shoe-upper or to 
engage the laces. In using the term “shoe 

35 upper’ I mean also to include the laces, as 
for the purpose of this specification the laces 
are a part of the shoe. The other means of 
securing the shield is a strap 3, one end of 
which is secured to the shield, while the other 

4o end of the strap 3 is provided with one mem 
ber 5 of a two-part fastening device, such as 
an eyelet, and the other member 6 thereof be 
ing carried by a tab or projection 4 on the 
shield. In the present instance I have shown 

45 this fastening device as a ball-and-socket 

glove-fastener; but it is obvious that other 
forms of fastening means may be employed. 
In Fig. 1. I have shown the strap as passing 
around the arch of the instep of the foot; but 
it is obvious that the device may be used with 56 
a high shoe. It will also be obvious that the 
shield will serve to protect the laces and to 
prevent them from becoming untied. It will 
also be obvious that the structure may be used 
with a buttoned shoe, with which shoe its 55 
principal utility will be ornamentation. 

I do not care to limit myself to any mate 
rial; but in the construction shown the mate 
rial is preferably patent leather. 
The ornamentation of course may be varied. 6o 

For instance, an ornamental buckle may be 
placed on the shield or the shield itself may 
be so shaped as to show a highly-ornamental 
Structure. 
Having described my invention, what I 65 

claim, and desire to protect by Letters Patent, 
1S 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a de 
tachable shoe - lace protector comprising a 
plate provided on its inner side with a down- 7o 
Wardly-projecting hook adapted to engage the 
upper portion of a shoe, and a strap secured 
to the plate below the hook and adapted to 
extend around the shoe, whereby the plate is 
Sined in position to cover the laces of the 75 
SOe. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a de 
tachable shoe - lace protector comprising a 
plate provided on its inner side with a down 
Wardly-projecting hook adapted to engage the 8o 
shoe-laces or the upper portion of a shoe, and 
a strap secured to the plate and adapted to 
extend laterally therefrom about the shoe, 
whereby the strap is retained in position to 
cover the laces of the shoe. 
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