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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GOTTHARD SCHAFF
and JOHN A. SCHAFF, of Chicago, in the coun-
ty of Cook and State of Illinois, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Cylinder - Desks; and we do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains to
make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing which forms part of
this specification.

The nature of our invention relates to an
improvementin cylinder-desks; and it consists
in a vertical iron rod having a number of catch-
es extending outward from its front side for
locking the top and drawers, and which is bal-
anced upon one end of a small tilting-lever,
the lever having upon its other end a small
upright rod, npon which the cylinder rests
when thrown back, and which thus tilts the
lever up so as to raise the catches and release
both the top and the drawers.

Figure 1 is a rear view of the desk, showing
the rods and levers. Fig. 2 is a sectional view
of the same with the top back.

‘¢ represents the desk, provided with the cy-
lindrical top ¢, pivoted at the sides so as to
swing back and forth, the sliding top e, and
any desired number of drawers; g, in the usunal
manner. Upon a cross-piece, &, near the bot-
tom is pivoted a tilting-lever, 4, upon one end

1 of which is placed the upright iron rod I, hav-

ing a number of catches, 2, extending from its
front side, which may catch either upon the
tops of the drawers and top to lock them or
upon the catches o extending outward from
their rear sides. Upon the opposite end of the .
lever i is placed a light rod, 3, upon the top
of which the cylindrical top rests, as shown in
Fig. 2, and which presses down upon the tilt-
ing-lever so as to raise the rod I upward and
thus release both the top and the drawers from
the catches. As soon as the top is closed the
rod falls from its own weight and automatic-
ally locks the various parts again.

This device is exceeding simple and cheap,
and muoch more preferable than any: of those
now in use. .

Having thus deséribed our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The lever 4, rod I provided with suitable
catches, and rod 3, in combination with a suit-
able cover, ¢, for operating them, substantial-
1y as set forth. :

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto set our hands this 4th day of
April, 1873.

GOTTHARD SCHAFF,
JOHN ADAM SCHAFF,
Witnesses: " N
H. SONNENSCHEIB,
J. JAMES.




