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Application filed February 18, 1912.

To all whom it may conecern:

Be it known that we, Fraxk C. Gow and
Sanoen T. Crurrer, citizens of the United
States, vesiding at Monett, in the county of
Barry and State of Missouri, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Releasing
Devices for Car-Curtains, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The invention relates to releasing devices
for vestibule car curtains, and more particu-
larly to the class of antomatically releasable
hand-holds for curtains in use in vestibule
cars.

The primary cbject of the invention is the
provision of a device of this character, in
which the curtain, when drawn across the
juncture between the ends of cars, will be
automatically released on the separation of
the ears, thereby preventing the tearing of
the curtain, or the damaging of the same.

Anocther cbject of the invention is the pro-
vision of a hand-hold for a curtain used in
vestibule cars, so that when the curtain is
fastened in stretched condition, and should
e cars uncouple or become separated, the
curtain will be automatically rveleased for
the freeing of the same.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a device of this character which
15 simple in construction, thoroughly reli-
able and efficient in operation, and inexpen-
sive in manufacture.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts, as will
be hereinafter more fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereunto ap-
pended.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a fragmen-
tary perspective view of the vestibule por-
tions of railway cars, showing the curtain
and holder therefor constructed in accord-
ance with the invention applied thereto.
ig. 2 is an enlarged transverse sectional
view through the curtain, vestibule post, and
hand-hold. ¥ig. 3 is an enlarged fragmen-
tary side elevation of the curtain and the
hand-hold. Tig. 4 is a side elevation of the
clamping knuckle in the hand-hold. Fig. 5
is a sectional view on the line 2—2 of Fig. 3.

Similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 5
and 6 designate the end portions of two
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railway vestibule cars, respectively, each car-
rying a bellows 7, the abutting faces of
which contact with each other when the cars
are coupled together, the bellows being of
the ordinary ~well-known construction.
Adapted to guard the side gaps between the
vestibules 8 of the end portions of the cars
are curtains, each comprising a flexible body
9, the same being connected to and adapted
to wind on and unwind from a curtain roller
10, the latter being journaled in suitable
brackets, interiorly of the vestibule post 11,
which is provided with a suitable slot 12,
through which is passed the body 9 of the
curtain, the opposite longitudinal free edge
of the cartain being provided with a case-
ment 13, in which 1s held a curtain pole or
reinforcing bar 14, to which is connected a
hand-hold, presently described.

The hand-hold comprises a semi-cylindri-
cal body 15, adapted to receive the curtain
pole or bar 14, and is formed at opposite
ends with right-angular spaced parallel out-
wardly projecting ears 16 and 17, respec-
tively, to the latter of which is connected
a trip handle 18, the same being pivoted
thereto at 19, and is adapted to have its free
end normally locked between a stationary
jaw 20 formed on the ear 16 and a swing-
ing knuckle 21 carried thereby, the knuckle
being pivoted, at 22,.in a recess 23 formed
in said ear 16, and is formed with a locking
nose 24 adapted to be engaged by a locking
device, presently described.

The ear 16 is provided with a swinging
clamp 25 which is designed to retain the
curtain pole or bar 14 engaged in the body
15 of the hand-hold, the latter being formed
with an extension 26, and likewise the ears
16 and 17 are formed with similar exten-
sions, through which are passed bolt mem-
bers 27, the same being also passed through
the curtain body 9, thereby securely fasten-
ing the hand-hold upon the same. :

Mounted in the ear 16 is an automatically
releasable locking device, comprising a slide
bolt 28, the latter working within a suitable
guideway 29 formed in the ear 16, and
formed at its inner end with a locking head
30, while its opposite end is provided with
an eye 31, in which is engaged a pull chain
32, the same being trained over a guide pul-
ley 33 journaled in a bracket 84 fixed to the
post 11 and connected at its opposite end
with a stationary anchoring member 85 fixed
to the said post 11 in one vestibule, while
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mounted upon the vestibule post 11 in the
vestibule of the other car is a knob 36, with
which engages the handle 18 of the hand-
hoid, when the curtain is drawn, as shown
in Fie. 1 of the drawings.

The chain 32 is provided with a stop 37
which engages the pulley 33 to limit the
stretching of the chain, so that upon the
uncoupling of the cars and the separation
of the end portions 5 and 6, the chain will
disengage the sliding bolt member 28 from
the nose 24 of the knuckle 21, thereby per-
mitting it to be swung outwardly, on the
handle 18 being pulled upon. Thus the said
handle will swing to open position, thereby
freeing the curtain, so as to prevent the
tearing or damaging thereof, when the cars
are being separated. It is evident that the
curtains “will be automatically released on
the separation of the car ends, without ve-
quiring the manual releasing of the curtains.

Of course, 1t is understood that the chain
32, in lieu of being fastened to the member
35, may be trained exteriorly of the car, so
that said chain may be manually pulled
upon for the releasing of the curtain from
the outside of the car, when the car ends
are uncoupled.

What is claimed is:

1. The combination with a curtain adapt-
ed to be mounted on one end of a car,
of a pole fastened in one end of said
curtain, a hand-hold comprising a semi-cy-
lindrical body veéceiving the said pole and
having outwardly projecting ears, a trip
handle pivoted in one of said ears, swinging
clamps pivoted to the body and engageable
with the pole for detachably mounting said
body upon the curtain, a jaw pivoted to the
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other ear for normally engaging the trip
handle and having a laterally extending
nose, a sliding bolt mounted in said body
and normally engaging said nose, and flexi-
ble means engaged with said bolt and
adapted to be connected with the end of
such car whereby on the separation of the
end of another car the bolt will be retracted
for disengaging the nose of the jaw to free
the trip handle.

2. The combination with a curtain adapt-
ed to be mounted on one end of a car, of a
pole fastened in one end of said curtain, a
hand-hold comprising a semi - cylindrical
body receiving the said pole and having out-
wardly projecting ears, a trip handle piv-
oted In one of said ears, swinging clamps
pivoted to the body and engageable with
the pole for detachably mounting said body
upon the curtain, a jaw pivoted to the other
ear for normally engaging the trip handle
and having a laterally extending nose, a
sliding bolt mounted in said body and nor-
mally engaging said nose, flexible means en-
gaged with said bolt and adapted to be con-
nected with the end of such car whereby
on the separation of the end of another car
the Dbolt will be retracted for disengaging
the nose of the jaw to free the trip handle,
and a stationary keeper fixed to the end of
said adjacent car and engageable with the
trip handle when in locked position.

In testimony whereof we affix our sig-
natures in presence of two witnesses.

I C. GOW.
S.T. CLUYTTER.

Witnesses:

H. V. Topismax,
Jouxw T. Buzrcess.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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