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This invention relates more especially to
metal furniture, and particularly to the top
construection of desks and tables of such type.

In the manufacture of metal desks and
tables it is the practice, in order to obtain a
perfectly flat surface, to employ a sheet of
“stretch-flat” sheet metal and to face the top
surface of this with linoleum or other suit-
able non-metallic material. Molding strips
of wood or other suitable material are cus-
tomarily applied to the edges of such top

~ sheet and facing to give the table or desk
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edge a finished appearance, to strengthen
such edge, and to protect the edge of the fac-
ing material. :

In practice, difficulty has been experienced
in providing a suitable rigid holding means
for the edge molding, which when attached
to the top plate will not effect a warping
and distorting thereof, as it is found that
such plates, particularly when of the
“stretch-flat” type, are more sensitive to
warping than others, and considerable care
must, therefore, be exercised in attaching
parts thereto.

An object of the invention is the provision
of means for accomplishing the above pur-
poses in a simple, efficient and inexpensive
manner. and which materially strengthens
the top edge of the article.

The invention is fully described in the fol-
lowing specification, and while in its broader
aspect it is capable of embodiment in nu-
merous forms, one embodiment thereof is il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, in
which—

Figure 11is a fragmentary view of a corner
portion of a table or desk top embodying the
invention, and Fig. 2 is a section on the line
2—9in Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates the
top plate or sheet of a desk or table, which
plate may be of “stretch-flat” sheet steel,
and 2 the top surface facing for said plate
of linoleum or other suitable material of a
non-metallic nature. The facing 2 is ce-
mented to the top plate 1, as well understood
in the art. The edges of the plate 1 and fac-
ing 2 are trimmed to the desired shape and
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preferably given a slight inward and up- “

ward incline or taper, as shown.” ‘,
A Z-bar bracket strip'3 is-secured to the
under side of the plate 1in inwardly spaced

relation ‘to its edge and preferably extends
in substantially a continuous form around the -

plate, the flanges of the bracket being cut at
the corners'to-permit bending of the web or
leg portion of the bracket at desired points,

-4s shown at 4, to follow the contour of the

top. - TR S
~The -upper flange 5 of the bracket bears
flat against the under side of the top plate,
being rigidly secured thereto, preferably by
spot-welding, as“indicated at6, and-extends

of-the plate. - The lower flange 7 -of the
bracket projects outwardly from the bracket
web in parallel relation to the plate 1 and

is substantially equal in length to the space -
between said web and the plate-edge, so that *

the projecting edge portion of the plate, the
bracket flange 7 and ‘its web, -cooperate to
form a mold-receiving channel 8, which pref-
erably extends in substantially unbroken
manner entirely around the edge portion of
the top plate.- =~~~ - L

‘A molding or edge-facing strip 9 of wood,
or other suitable material, preferably of a
non-metallic nature, is fitted closely into the
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_inwardly with respect to the adjacent edge -

8¢ -

channel 8-and extends entirely around said

channel, being provided with miter joints
at the corners to form a substantially un-
broken mold or facing around the top plate
edge. The mold preferably has a driving fit
in the channel 8 and is further secured against
removal by screws 10 projected through aper-
tures in the bracket web. The upper and
lower outer edge portions of the mold 9 are
flanged to form the shoulders 11 and 12 for
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stop coaction with the respective edges of the =

plate 1 and bracket flange 7 when the mold is
foreced in the channel 8. The shoulder 11 is
under-cut on an incline to suit the inclined

edge surface of the plate 1 and its facing 2,
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g0 as to prevent any raising or loosening of

the edge of the facing material 2 with respect
to the plate to which secured. It is found in
practice that a bracket 3 of substantially the
form shown, provides an extremely strong
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and durable edge reinforcement for the top
plate 1; that it can be secured thereto without
any appreciable distortion of the top plate,
and that it provides a simple and eflicient
means for holding the edge mold 9 in rigid
relation to the top plate edge.

I wish it understood that the invention
is not limited to any specific construction,
arrangement or form of the parts, as it is ca-
pable of different modifications and changes
without departing from: the scope of the
claims. .

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is: . :

1. A table or desk top including a top
plate member, a bracket secured to the under-
side of said member and extending around
its edge portion, said bracket having an out-
wardly opening recess, a plate edge-protect-
ing mold having a key portion fitting into
said recess whereby a downward pressure on
the outer upper edge portion of the mold
is resisted by the portion of the bracket form-
ing the bottom wall of the recess, and means
for firmly holding the mold in engagement

- with said bracket.
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- 2. A table or desk top including a top plate
having a non-metallic top facing, a metallic
bracket member secured to the underside of
said plate around its edge portion and form-
ing an outwardly facing channel which is
substantially continuous -around the . plate
edge, a mold extending around the plate edge
for protecting the edge of the top facing and
having a portion at its inner side fitting into
said channel, any tendency of the mold to
move dewnward, by reason of pressure on its
upper edge, being resisted by the top side of
the bottom wall of said channel, and means
adjustably connecting the bracket and inner
side of the mold to hold them in firm as-
sembled relation.
In testimony whereof 1. have hereunto
signed my name to this specification.
' CLEMENT R. UHL.
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