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-To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown thatI, WiLLiaM J. HAYS, aciti-
zen of the United States, residing at Decatur,
in the county of Macon and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Gate-Latches, of which the fol-

reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a view of my improved gate, and
Fig. 2isa detail perspective view of the latch.

The invention consists in the construection
and arrangement of parts hereinafter de-
sceribed and claimed.

A A" are the two gate- posts and B is the
gatehinged tothe post A. Thegateis formed
of horizontal upper, middle, and bottom tub-
ing B’ B? B?, vertical end tubing B* BY, and
vertical middle tubing B® BS B°.

C C are cruciform couplings, through the
horizontal branches of which the horizontal
tubes or pipes B’ B* are passed and held at
their middle portions, and the vertical mid-
dle tubes are screwed into the vertical mem-
bers of said couplings, an inverted-T coup-
ling C’ being screwed on the lower end of the
lower tube B® to support the middle of the

. bottomhorizontaltube B% which passes there-
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through. The ends of this bottom tube B?
are connected to the lower ends of the verti-
cal end tubes B* B! by elbow-couplings C?,
while the ends of the upper and middle hori-
zontal tubes B? B? are connected to the end
tubes B* B* by means of the T-couplings C?
and the bolts ¢%, passed therethrough. The
middle and end tubes B’ B* are provided with
horizontally-alined apertures b, and wire
strands, barbed or plain, are passed through
such apertures and connected with the front
end tube B* by means of yokes D and screw-
bolts having nuts e. Each wire is doubled
on the rear end tube B and is thus composed
of two parallel strands whose ends are at-
tached to separate yokes D.

By properly straining the wires the frame-
work of the gate will be held against any
tendency to ‘sag. The lower wires will be

arranged closertogether than the upper wires,

in order to prevent the passage of animals.

- The double latech is constructed as follows:
E is a vertical bar bolted between its ends

to the front end of the middle horizontal tube

B% and horizontal latches E' B are pivoted

near their inner ends to the upper and lower

ends of the said bar by means of the bolts
e'¢’. 'The outer ends of these latches extend
through a guard or keeper F, secured to the
front bube B*, and rest on cross-pieces f f
thereof.

E? is a vertical lever pivoted at its lower
end to the inner end of the lower latch and
provided near its upper end with a transverse
projection e*to engage the upper edge of the
inner end of the upper latch E’, so that when
so engaged both latches may be raised simul-
taneously by pressing down on the said lever.
The upper extremity of the lever is bent in-
wardly toward the gate, as at €3, so that it may
be pressed inwardly and overhang one of the
cross-wires and thus lock the two latches
against being raised by stock.

G G are two latch-strikes secured to the in-
ner face of the gate-post A’ and each having
a notich g and oppositely-beveled ends leading
therefrom to guide the latches to the notches
in both movements of the gates.

The hinges of the gate econsist in hook bolts
or spikes 11 H on the post A and eyebolts 11,
secured to the inner vertical end tube B4

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. 111 a gate the combination with the upper
and lowe1 horizontallatchespivoted near their
inner ends, of a lever pivoted at its lower end
to the inner extremity of the lower latch, and
provided with a pin to engage the inner end
of the upper latch, the upper end of the lever
havingalateral extension to engage a portion
of the gate and lock the two latches, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. The combination with the gate havinga
vertical bar and a keeper at its free edge, of
latches pivoted near their inner ends to the
ends of the said bar and projecting through
the keeper beyond the front end of the gate
to engage the strikes, and a lever pivoted at
its lower end to the inner end of the lower le-
ver and having a transverse pin to overhang
the inner end of the upper latch, the upper
end of the lever being bent toward the gate
to engage a cross-wire or part and lock the
two latches, substantially as set forth.

WILLIAM J. HAYS.
‘Witnesses:
J. M. GRAY,
"DAN. H. AIKEN.
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