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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DoCTOR MERRITT WIL 

COX, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Menominee, in the county of Menominee 
and State of Michigan, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Tooth 
Brush Holders and Sterilizers; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to supports, and it relates more specifically to an improved 

tooth brush holder and sterilizer. 
One of the objects of this invention is to 

provide convenient means for supporting 
and protecting a tooth brush and means for 
sterilizing the tooth brush; 
Another object is to provide a protecting 

cover or casing which is removably attached 
to the support which holds the tooth brush 
and its sterilizing means; 
Another object is to provide a support of 

this character with means whereby the ster 
ilizing means may be quickly and easily re 
moved and replaced by similar sterilizing 
means when necessary or desirable; 
Another object is to provide a supporting 

element which may be formed from a single 
blank of celluloid or other sheet material, 
and in which the forming process requires 
the minimum number of steps, so that the 
device may be manufactured at a very low 
cost; 
Another object is to provide a device of 

this character which is strong, durable, thor 
oughly sanitary, convenient and easily at 
tached to a wall or other extraneous support. 
Other objects and advantages may become 

apparent to persons who read the following 
details of description in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which, 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my im 
proved toothbrush holder and sterilizer; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a central vertical sectional view; 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view along 

the line 4-4 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view along 

the line 5-5 of Fig. 1; 
Fig.6 is a perspective view of the sup 

port which is formed integrally of the sheet 
metal blank; and, 
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Fig. 7 is a somewhat modified form which 

illustrates several of the devices disclosed 
in Figs. 1 to 5 secured to a wall or panel by 

means somewhat different from the means 
whereby the first embodiment of the inven 
tion, is secured. 

Referring to these drawings in which 
similar reference characters correspond with 
similar parts throughout the several views, 
the device consists of three separable ele 
ments 7, 8 and 9. 
The element or member 7 is preferably 

formed integrally of a single blank of suit 
able springy sheet material and comprises 
a strip having one end apertured at 10 and 
formed with tongues 11 which are struck up 
from the aperture 10, its other end being 
formed with a laterally extending shelf 12, 
its middle portion being formed with a pair 
of parallel flanges 13 which extend inwardly 
toward one another at 14 and are spaced 
from the intermediate portion, and a yield 
able tongue 15. The blank is bent at 16 so 
that the apertured end portion extends sub 
stantially at right angles to the middle and 
major portion of the blank 7, and the shelf 
12 extends in the same lateral direction as 
the apertured end portion, flanges 13 and 
tongue 15, so that each of these elements 
may be bent laterally by a single stroke of a 
forming die. The prongs or tongues 11 are 
normally somewhat convergent toward their 
free ends so that they exert a clamping pres 
sure against the cover or casing 8 for clamp 
ing the latter and holding it against ac 
cidental displacement. However, when it 
is desirable to remove the cover 8 for wash 
ing it, or replacing a broken cover with a 
new one, the cover may be slid downward 
and upward between the tongues 11 in an 
obvious manner. Of course it is necessary 
to remove the sterilizing element 9, prepara 
tory to removing the cover 8, and this may 
be done by pressing the tongue 15 inward 
while deflecting the element 9 slightly out 
Ward at its lower end and then pulling this 
element downward until its upper end clears 
the flanges 14. 
The element 9 preferably consists of a block 
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or mass of crystalized salt or sodium chlorid 
17 and a flexible plate 18 on which the so 
dium chlorid is secured by any appropriate 
means, and the lower end of this plate 18 is 
normally supported by the tongue 15, which 
coöperates with the flanges 13 and 14 and 
with the apertured end portion, above the 
flanges for Securing the sterlizing element in 
a definite relation and in proximity to the 
lower open end of the casing 8, so that by a 
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single motion the tooth brush bristles may 
be slid over the front surface of the mass or 
slab of Salt and thence into the casing 8. By 
a slight lateral movement of the handle end 
of the tooth brush after its brush head is 
within the casing, said handle end may be 
brought to rest on the shelf 12. This shelf 
is preferably convexed upwardly, so that 
the brush is retained on the shelf, against 
accidental displacement, but may be quickly 
and easily removed by either an outward or 
a lateral movement of the brush with rela 
tion to the shelf. m 
The casing 8 is formed with a flange 19, 

in the present embodiment, and this flange 
limits the upward movement of the casing 
with relation to the support 7. However, it 
is not beyond the Scope of this invention to 
dispense with the flange 19 and to secure the 
cover 8 by means other than that which is 
here specifically described and shown. 

Referring to Fig. 7, the elements 7, 17 and 
18 are identical with those previously de 
scribed, but the fastening means may be in 
the form of a compressible knob 19 which 
Snaps into a keeper element 20, the latter 
being Secured to a wall or panel by any 
appropriate means; whereas, the securing 
means of the previously described embodi 
ment may consist of one or more nails, brads 
or screws (not shown), which may be in 
serted through the openings 21. 
Although I have described these embodi 

ments of my invention very specifically, it 
is not intended to limit this invention to 
these exact details of description and ar 
rangement of parts, but I am entitled to 
make changes within the scope of the in 
ventive idea disclosed in the foregoing de 
Scription and following claims:- 
What I claim as my invention is:- 
1. A support formed of a single blank of 

sheet material having an apertured end 
adapted to receive an article to be removably 
Supported, said apertured end being bent 
substantially at right angles to the middle 
part of the blank, the other end being bent 
laterally of Said middle part so as to form a 
shelf, the latter being coöperative with said 
apertured end for supporting said article in 
an upright position, said blank being formed 
with means to clamp and support a cover in 
a position to close said aperture and protect 
the article being supported. 

2. A support formed of a single blank of 
Springy sheet material and comprising an 
apertured end having tongues struck up 
from the aperture of said end and adapted 
to Support a cover over said aperture, said 
blank having its apertured end turned lat 
erally of the middle part of the blank, said 
blank having its other end formed with a 
shelf which is coöperative with said aper 
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tured end to support an article in an upright 
position under said cover. 

8. A Support formed of a single blank of 
Springy sheet material and comprising an 
apertured end having tongues struck up 
from the aperture of said end and adapted 
to support a cover over said aperture, said 
blank having its apertured end turned later 
ally of the middle part of the blank, said 
blank having its other end formed with a 
shelf which is coöperative with said aper 
tured end to support an article in an upright 
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position under said cover, said blank being . 
formed with means between said apertured 
end and shelf for supporting an article 
which is auxiliary to and adapted to affect 
the first said article. 

4. In a device for holding and protecting 
and sterilizing a tooth brush, the combina 
tion of a casing, a shelf below the casing and 
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adapted to support the handle-end of the 
tooth-brush and thereby hold its brush-end 
in the casing, and a slab of salt supported 
between said shelf and casing at a point ad 
jacent to the latter. 

5. In combination, a strip of spring mate 
rial formed with parallel and normally ver 
tical flanges and a spring tongue coöperative 
with the flanges for holding a removable 
article, a shelf below said flanges, means 
above said flanges and coöperative with said 
shelf for supporting a second removable ar 
ticle to be affected by the first said remov 
able article, and means supported by the first 
said means and being effective to hold a 
cover for the second said article. . . 

6. In a device of the character set forth, the combination of a casing having an open 
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ing to receive a brush-head, and a body of 
material to be applied to the brush, said 
body being supported in close proximity to 
said opening, whereby in the movement of 
inserting the brush-head into the casing or 
in removing it therefrom, the brush bristles 
may be caused to contact with said body of 
material. 

7. In a device of the character set forth, 
the combination of a support, means at one 
end thereof to support the handle of a brush, 
a casing at the other end of the support pro 
vided with an open end to receive the head 
of the brush, and a body of material to be 
applied to the brush fixed to the support 
adjacent to the open end of the casing, 
whereby in the movement of inserting the 
brush-head into the casing or in removing 
it therefrom, the brush bristles may be 
caused to contact with said body of ma 
terial. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. 

DOCTOR MERRITT WILCOX. 
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