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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoFIN E. STEVENSON, 

of Wilton, in the county of Muscatine and 
State of Iowa, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Car-Coupling, of which 
the following is a specification: . 
This invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in apparatus for coupling rail 
road-cars together; and consists in a pivoted 
spring-block for holding the link and pin in 
position, and in the general construction, ar 
rangement, and combination of parts herein 
after described. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep 

resents a sectional side view. Fig. 2 is a top 
WeW. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts. 
A is the draw - head; B, the link; C, the 

coupling-pin. D is a block, pivoted to the 
upper part of the draw-head, from which pivot 
it is suspended, and swings in the cavity E of 
the draw-head. F is the mouth of the draw 
head. G is a spring, attached to the pivot of 
the block D, which serves to force the block 
downward to the position seen in Fig. 1, where 
the pin and the link are about being connected, 
as when cars are to be coupled. The pin is 
supported on the shoulder H of the block, and 
the end of the link is about to strike the block 
and allow the pin to drop. The inner surface 
of the lower part of the draw-head is provided 
with stops or gradations I, which receive the 

end of the link where it is supported by the 
block D, when the cars differ in height. This 
block maintains the link in a horizontal posi 
tion, whetherit rests on the steps I or on the 
inner surface J of the draw-head, thus ren 
dering it unnecessary to go between the cars 
and endanger life or limb in coupling them. 
K is a projecting web in the angle of the 
shoulder H of the block, which serves to hold 
the pin in place for coupling, as seen. It is a 
small pin to prevent the withdrawal of the 
coupling-pin from the draw-head. 
The draw-head is so constructed that the 

coupling-pin may be supported when in the 
upper part by inclining it forward, the pin 
mortise allowing sufficient play for that pur 
pose, while the end rests on a shoulder, N. 
This coupling is adapted for the ordinary 

coupling - link. It is composed of but few 
parts, and not likely to break or get out of 
order. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim 
as new and desire to secure by letters Pat. 
ent 
The combination of the pivoted spring-block 

D, pin C, link B, and steps I with the draw. 
head A, substantially as and for the purpose 
described. 
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