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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
TEAR STRIPTYPE conTAINER AND 

RECLOSURE TEREFOR 
John E. socke, Pelham Manor, N.Y., assignor to 
American Can Company, New York, N.Y., a corporation of New Jersey 

Application December 11, 1944, serial No. 567,665 
2 Claims. (CI. 220-54) 

The present invention relates to a metal tear 
ing strip container or can having an interior Col 
lar arranged inside of the tearing strip and has 
particular reference to an improved construction 
of container of this type which has a lined re 
closure cover within the sealed container having 
threaded engagement with the collar when en 
closed within the can, such a cover being made 
effective for hermetically reclosing the opened 
container after removal of the tearing strip in 
opening the container. 
An object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of an interior collar tearing strip can 
Wherein a reclosure cover has threaded engage 
ment with the collar and within the sealed can, 
the opening of the can by removal of the tearing 
strip releasing the reclosure cover for use in re 
closing the can. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of a hermetic air tight tearing strip can having a 
collar hermetically secured to the body wall, the 
collar providing a threaded seat for a reclosure 
cover confined completely within the can, such a 
cover being made effective for hermetically re 
closing the opened can after the removal of the 
tearing strip in opening the same. 
Numerous other objects and advantages of the 

invention will be apparent as it is better under 
stood from the following description, which, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, discloses a preferred embodiment 
thereof. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tearing strip 

container embodying the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken sub 

stantially along the section lines 2-2, Fig. 1, and 
illustrating the can parts in their initial condi 
tion with a reclosure cover confined within the 
sealed can; and - 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but of the 
opened can after the tearing strip has been re 
moved and the initial can cover has been dis 
carded, the view showing the reclosure cover in 
its air-tight reclosing position. 
The present invention embodies a container 

having a body fi and end closures 2 secured 
thereto in double seams f3. The usual sealing 
gasket or compoundlining 4 is used in the seams 
3 to make the same hermetic. 
An interior collar 5 is located inside of the 

body adjacent the upper end of the body, ad 
joining collar and body beads 6, 7 (Fig. 2) be 
ing formed incident to such a connection. The 
collar and the body connection is also made as 
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an air-tight joint and for this purpose the body 
wall may be perforated by a row of perfora 
tions f 8 extending along a central line horizon 
tally of the body bead T. Solder is afterwards 
sweated in to form an encircling seal by apply 
ing the molten solder from the exterior and flow 
ing it through the perforations. 
Above the beads 6, 7 the body wall is 

scored with a pair of parallel score lines which 
include a lower score line 2 and an upper score 
line 22 setting off a tearing strip 23. At the side 
seam of the container, the tearing strip termi 
nates in a tongue 24 which provides for engage 
ment of the usual opening key. The two score 

15 lines 21, 22 preferably are cut on the interior wall 
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of the body in the usual manner. 
The collar 5 at the lower score line 2 is 

formed with an inwardly and upwardly extend 
ing double rounded corner 25, which merges 
into a vertical wall 26 spaced inwardly from the 
body wall and of a smaller diameter. At the 
top the interior wall 26 terminates in an inward 
ly extending reclosure curl 27 which provides a 
smooth mouth for the opened container. The 
body wall above the upper score line extends 
into the upper double seam 3, this portion of 
the body wall being designated by the numeral 3. 
A reclosure cover 35 is contained within the can 

and is of such construction as to be lightly car 
ried on the interior collar. 5 when the can is 
sealed initially but is made usable as a reclosure 
member when the container is opened by removal 
of the tearing strip 23. This cover has a cylin 
drical skirt, 36 which terminates in an outwardly 
extending edge curl 37 at the bottom. The diam 
eter of the skirt 36 is greater than that of the col 
lar wall 26 which it embraces. 
At the top the skirt portion 36 merges into an 

annular arched channel or groove section 38 con 
necting by an integral rounded corner 4 with a 
depressed flat integral annulus 42 which at the 
inside merges into an inwardly and upwardly in 
clined conical wall 43. At the inside and at the 
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top the conical wall 43 extends by a gently curved 
corner 44 into a central panel 45. Preferably 
the plane of the central panel 45 passes through 
the top of the arched section 38 so that the cover 
35 constitutes in effect a flush cover. Cooperat 
ing threads 48, 49 are formed respectively in the 
collar wall 26 and in the cover skirt 36. 
A sealing gasket 5 is disposed in the annular 

groove formed on the under side of the arched 
cover wall portion 38. At the time the can is 
ready to be initially closed by seaming of the top 
end f2, the reclosure cover is loosely applied to 



3 
the collar 5. The threads 48 and 49 are inter engaged but the gasket 5 preferably just lightly 
engages the curl 27 of the collar, as shown in 
Fig. 2. The gasket 51 has to do with the reclos 
ing of the opened container and this is only a 
carrying position. When the top cover is seamed 
onto the can and it is fully sealed (as in Fig.2) 
there is no danger of the enclosed reclosure cover 
35 becoming unscrewed even though it is Only 
loosely applied as the cover 2 prevents such 
displacement. 
Upon removal of the tearing strip 23, the top 

cover 2 together with the detached body wall 
3f may be thrown away as no longer of service. 
The can then may be fully opened by unscrew 
ing the reclosure cover 35. The opened Con 
tainer thereafter may be hermetically sealed as 
often as desired merely by threadedly engaging 
the cover and the collar threads and rotating the 
cover. By screwing down tightly, the gasket 5 
is caused to press down against the collar curl 

. 27 so that the curl becomes embedded in the gas 
ket. 

It is thought that the invention and many of its 
attendant advantages will be understood from 
the foregoing description, and it will be apparent 
that various changes may be made in the form, 
construction and arrangement of the parts with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention or sacrificing all of its material advan 
tages, the form hereinbefore described being 
merely a preferred embodiment thereof. 

I claim: 
1. In an air-tight sheet metal container ca 

pable of air-tight reclosure, a container body hav 
ing score lines defining a removable tearing strip 
for opening the container, end cloSures for seal 
ing the opposite ends of Said body, a collar lo 
cated inside of said body and hermetically secured 
at its inner end thereto, the upper part of Said 
collar being spaced inwardly from said tearing 
strip, said collar having an upper portion ex 
tending inwardly and thence upwardly to provide 
a cylindrical wall terminating at the top in a 
reclosure curl, a separate rotatable reclosure 
cover seated on said collar and disposed entirely 
within Said container and said top end closure, 
said cover having a depending cylindrical skirt 
and an in Wardly Spaced annular reclosure gas 
ket channel, a Sealing gasket in said cover chan 
nel for engagement with said collar curl, and in 
terengaging means on the cylindrical wall of said 
collar and on the cylindrical skirt of said reclo 
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4. 
sure cover for drawing said reclosure cover into 
an air-tight seal with said collar by embedding 
said collar curlinto said reclosurecover gasket, the 
removal of said tearing strip to open the con 
tainer permitting the hermetic reclosing of the 
opened container by said reclosure cover. 

2. In an air-tight sheet metal container ca 
pable of air-tight reclosure, a container body 
having score lines defining a removable tearing 
strip for opening the container, top and bottom 
end closures for sealing the opposite ends of said 
body, a collar located inside of said body adja 
cent said tearing strip and hermetically headed 
at its inner end into said body in an air-tight 
seal, said collar extending inwardly to provide 
a cylindrical wall terminating in a reclosure curl 
spaced inwardly from the body wall, a separate 
rotatable reclosure cover seated on said collar and 
entirely confined within the sealed container and 
disposed beneath said top end closure, said cover 
having a vertically disposed depending cylindrical 
wall fitting outside of the cylindrical wall of said 
collar, a sealing gasket in said reclosure cover in 

, Vertically disposed alignment with said collar 
curl, and cooperating threads in the cylindrical 
Walls of Said collar and said reclosure cover re 
spectively, said threads being rendered operative 
by removal of said tearing strip and said top end 
closure to open the container, to form an air 
tight seal between said reclosure cover and said 
collar by drawing the reclosure cover gasket 
tightly in embedded engagament against the re 
cloSure curl of said collar, thereby again hermeti 
cally sealing the container for reclosure pur 
pOSes. 

JOHN E. SOCKE. 
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