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57 ABSTRACT 
A protected towel assembly for providing the user 
thereof with a protectively enclosed towel. The assem 
bly may include a towel, an enclosure and a connector 
connecting the towel and enclosure for cooperative 
suspension from a selected object. The enclosure is 
formed from a sheet of water impervious material 
which, when folded, provides a protective enclosure 
around the towel which may be opened along a side to 
expose the towel for use. 

9 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

PROTECTED TOWELASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention pertains to a protected towel 

assembly in which a towel and protective cover are 
provided for suspension from a selected object. More 
specifically, the present invention pertains to a pro 
tected towel assembly particularly useful for attach 
ment to a golf cart or golf bag to provide the user 
thereof with a moist towel. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
There are many hobbies, occupations and avocations 

in which it is desirable to have a towel close at hand. 
Examples of such are golfing, fishing, bowling, yard 
work, shop work, etc. In golfing, it is desirable to clean 
the golf clubs with a damp towel prior to their return to 
a golf bag. However, if a damp towel is suspended from 
the golf cart or golf bag, it would be dried out long 
before completion of a round of golf because of expo 
sure to the atmosphere and wind blowing therethrough. 
Some golfers are more concerned with a towel be 

coming soaked due to unexpected rain. Such concerns 
are expressed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,516,616 and 4,953,603 
in which protected towel assemblies are disclosed to 
keep a towel dry. In U.S. Pat. No 4,516,616, a towel is 
suspended within a water resistant cover which assumes 
the shape of a pleated cone. The user reaches upwardly 
under the cover to grasp a dry towel therein. In U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,953,603 a towel is contained in a protective 
cover shaped similar to a paper bag, the bottom of 
which has been removed. Access to the towel is ob 
tained through the bottom of the bag. 
While both of the aforementioned patents appear to 

be effective in keeping a towel dry, they would not be 
as effective in keeping a towel moist or damp because 
they both provide large openings at the bottoms thereof 
through which air may easily enter and circulate to dry 
the towel. Furthermore, use of the towel in either one of 
these devices requires reaching underneath the protec 
tive covers and somewhat limits use of the towel to the 
lower end thereof. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

In the present invention a protected towel assembly is 
provided which includes a towel, a protective enclosure 
and connector means, connecting the towel and enclo 
sure for cooperative suspension from a selected object 
such as a golf cart or golf bag. The protective enclosure 
is formed from a sheet of water impervious material 
which is folded in such a manner as to provide a protec 
tive envelope which may be opened along a side thereof 
to provide access to the towel. Thus, the towel may be 
kept moist for long periods of time yet is easily accessi 
ble for cleaning of golf clubs, the users hands, etc. 
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The manufacture and assembly of the towel assembly 
of the present invention is relatively simple, providing a 
useful and efficient protected towel assembly at a rela 
tively low cost. Many other objects and advantages of 
the invention will be apparent from reading the descrip 
tion which follows in conjuction with the accompany 
ing drawings. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a pictoral illustration of a protected towel 
assembly, according to a preferred embodiment of the 
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invention, showing the towel assembly as it would be 
suspended from a selected object just prior to use; 

FIG. 2 is a pictoral illustration of the towel assembly 
of the present invention illustrating opening of the pro 
tective enclosure thereof for use; 
FIG. 3 is a pictoral illustration of the towel assembly 

of the present invention illustrating closing of the pro 
tective enclosure after use of the towel therein; 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of a sheet of material from 

which the protective enclosure of the protected towel 
assembly of the present invention may be formed, ac 
cording to a preferred embodiment of the invention; 
and 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of a finger towel of the type 

utilized with the protected towel assembly of the pres 
ent invention and illustrating how it would be folded for 
use therewith. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring first to FIG. 1 there is shown a protected 
towel assembly T in which a towel 1 is surrounded by 
an enclosure 2 and connected by a connector 3 for 
cooperative suspension from a selected object (not 
shown) such as a golf cart or golf bag. FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 
illustrate use of the protected towel assembly T which 
will be further described hereafter. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, the protective enclosure 2 
may be formed from a sheet of water impervious mate 
rial, e.g., polyethylene, which, when flat, forms a first 
panel 10 which generally conforms to a first isosceles 
triangle, except that the vertex would be replaced by a 
rounded portion 11 (radius about two inches). The base 
12 of the panel or triangle 10 is shorter than its sides 13 
and 14. Adjoining the first panel 10 is a second panel 20 
which generally conforms to a similar, perhaps smaller, 
second isosceles triangle, the upper vertex of which is 
replaced by rounded end 21 (radius about two inches) 
and one side 23 of which is common with one side 14 of 
the first panel 10. A lower portion of the second isosce 
les triangle or panel 20 is removed along a line 22 ex 
tending diagonally from the lower terminus of the com 
mon sides 14 and 23 to a point substantially midway of 
the other side 24, as it might be projected to a corre 
sponding terminus 24a. The upper end of each of the 
panels 10 and 20 is provided with a pair of holes or 
apertures 16, 17 and 26, 27, respectively. 
The location of the holes 16, 17, 26, 27 and some of 

the angles cut in the formation of the enclosure 2 are 
important. When laid out as shown, with the base 12 
oriented horizontally, the angle A between base 12 and 
side 13 is preferably about fifteen degrees (15), the angle 
B between the base 12 and the line 22 is preferably about 
one hundred and one degrees (101) and the angle C 
between side 24 and a vertical line is preferably about 
fifteen degrees (15). A line drawn through the centers 
of holes 16 and 17 lie at an angle, relative to the horizon 
tal, of preferably about five degrees (5) and a line 
drawn through the centers of holes 26 and 27 lie at an 
angle, relative to the horizontal, of preferably about 
fifteen degrees (15'). 
To form the enclosure 2 so as to appear as in FIG. 1, 

the sheet of water impervious material is folded along a 
mid-line 15 of the first panel 10, along the common sides 
14, 23 and along a line 25 of the second panel 20 to form 
an enclosure around the towel 1. The location of the 
line 25 may vary somewhat. As illustrated in FIG. 4, it 
would project generally from between apertures 26 and 
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27 toward the imaginary terminus 24a so that an angle 
d between the line 25 and a line parallel to the first panel 
base 12 would be preferably about twenty-five degrees 
(25'). 

Referring now to FIG. 5, there is shown a finger-tip 
type towel 1, basically rectangular in shape, for use in 
the present invention. Prior to assembly, the towel 1 
may be folded or cut along a diagonal line 5 and pro 
vided with a hole or aperture 6 in an upper corner 
thereof. The towel 1 then assumes a shape generally 
conforming to a right triangle, substantially similar to 
one side of said first panel 10. 
To put the assembly T together, the male section of a 

grommet would be inserted through the holes 17 of 
panel 10 and the hole 6 of the towel 1. Then the first 
fold of the cover 2 would be made along line 15 so that 
the folded towel 1 is then sandwiched between opposite 
portions of the first panel 10. Then the second fold 
would be made along lines 14, 23 at which time holes 
16, 17 and 21 would be coaxially aligned and engaged 
by the male portion of the grommet. Finally, the third 
fold would be made along line 25. As this is done, the 
male portion of the grommet is removed so that the hole 
27 can be aligned with hole 16, 17 and 21. Then the male 
gronmet is reinserted into all of the coaxially aligned 
holes 6, 16, 17, 26 and 27 and the female portion of the 
grommet attached thereto so that the protected towel 
assembly will then appear as shown in FIG. 1 and may 
be suspended by the grommet 3 from a chain, hook or 
the like (not shown) passed through the grommet 3 and 
attached to a golf bag or golf cart (not shown). 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, use of the towel 
assembly T of the present invention will be explained. 
Initially, the towel assembly T would be suspended as 
shown in FIG. 1. The user would grasp the lower end 
of the towel 1 with one hand and a lower corner of the 
enclosure 2 with the other hand. Then the hands would 
be separated as illustrated by the arrows in FIG. 1. As 
this is done, the enclosure 2 would be opened along a 
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side, this opening being defined by the free edge 13 of 40 
the first panel 10 and the free edges 22 and 24 of the 
second panel 20 (See FIG. 4) leaving complete access to 
the towel 1 as shown in FIG. 2. 

After the towel 1 is used to clean golf clubs, the 
hands, etc., the user might grasp the upper part of the 
towel assembly with one hand and with the other hand 
one lower corner of the protective enclosure 2, as 
shown in FIG. 3. A sharp tug on the corner of the 
enclosure 2 will cause the enclosure to reassume its 
initially folded or closed state as shown in FIG. I. 
Thus, the towel 1 can be moistened, prior to begin 

ning a round of golf or the like, and maintained within 
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the enclosure 2 until needed. The water impervious 
material of enclosure 2 prevents escape of moisture 
from the towel and protects the towel from drying air 
circulation. When the towel is needed, it is a simple 
matter to grasp the towel and open the enclosure as 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 and to close the enclosure, 
as illustrated in FIG. 3, after the towel is used. Its use is 
very simple and effective. 
The design of the protective enclosure 2 is particu 

larly unique. The side opening of the enclosure 2 allows 
more access for the towel 1 than in prior art designs. 
The flat folded construction of the enclosure 2 is more 
compact and less obtrusive than the prior art. In addi 
tion, this arrangement closely envelopes the towel 1 to 
inhibit air circulation and premature drying of the towel 
therefrom. 

55 

65 

4 
A single embodiment of the invention has been de 

scribed herein. However, many variations thereof can 
be made without departing from the spirit from the 
invention. Accordingly, it is intended that the scope of 
the invention be limited only by the claims which fol 
low. 

I claim: 
1. A protected towel assembly for providing the user 

thereof with a protectively enclosed towel, said assem 
bly comprising: 
a towel; 
a protective enclosure; and 
connector means for connecting said towel and said 

protective enclosure for cooperative suspension 
from a selected object; and 

in which said enclosure is formed from a sheet of 
water impervious material which, when flat, forms 
a first panel which generally conforms to a first 
isosceles triangle the base of which is shorter than 
its sides and a second panel which generally con 
forms to a similar second isosceles triangle one side 
of which is common with one side of said first 
isosceles triangle, a lower portion of said second 
isosceles triangle being removed along a line ex 
tending diagonally from the lower terminus of said 
common side to a point substantially midway of the 
other side of said second isosceles triangle, said 
sheet being folded along a midline of said first 
panel, along the common sides of said panels and 
along another line on said second panel to form 
said protective enclosure around said towel. 

2. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 1 
in which the upper ends of said first and second panels 
are provided with a plurality of apertures all of which 
are coaxially aligned when said enclosure is folded for 
engagement by said connector means. 

3. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 1 
in which said protective enclosure may be opened to 
expose said towel for use, said opening being at least 
partially defined by a free edge along one side of said 
first panel and a free edge along said diagonally extend 
ing line of said second panel. 

4. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 3 
in which said enclosure may be closed, after use of said 
towel, by application of a force on a lower corner of 
said enclosure. 

5. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 1 
in which said towel is folded or cut to assume a shape 
generally conforming to a right triangle substantially 
similar to one side of said first panel, the upper end of 
said towel being connected to the upper end of said 
enclosure by said connector means. 

6. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 5 
in which said upper end of said towel and said upper 
end of said enclosure are provided with coaxially 
aligned holes for engagement by said connector means. 

7. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 1 
in which the angle between said first panel base and its 
sides is preferably about fifteen degrees (15), the angle 
between said first panel base and said diagonally extend 
ing line of said second panel is preferably about one 
hundred and one degrees (101) and the angle between 
said other side of said second panel and a line perpendic 
ular to said first panel base is preferably about fifteen 
degrees (15). 

8. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 7 
in which the angle between a line drawn through the 
center of two of said apertures in said first panel and a 
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line parallel to said first panel base is preferably about two of said apertures in said second panel and line paral 
five degrees (5'). lel to said first panel base is preferably about fifteen 

9. A protected towel assembly as set forth in claim 7 degrees (15). 
in which the angle of line drawn through the center of k . . . . 
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