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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

EDGAR CHIPMAN, OF NEW\_YORK. N, Y.

IMPROVED WASHING-MACHINE.

Specification form‘ing part of Letters Patent No. 46,248, dated October 13. 1863.

To all whom it may cORCErm:
Be it known that I, EDGAR CHIPMAN, of

the city, county, and State of New York, have-

invented a new and Improved Clothes-Wash-

ing Machine; and I do Hereby  declare that.

thefollowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

' tion of the same, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings, making o part of this.
specification;in which— - .
- “Figure’l is a side sectional view of my in-
vention, taken in .the line # 2, Tig. 2; Tig. 2,
_a plan or top view of the same. A
© Similar letters-of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.in the two figures. o
This invention consists in constructing the
_suds-box of semi-cylindrieal form, with rock-
.ers attached to it, and also provided with
arms on which adjustable weights or counter-
poises are placed, the above patts being also
used in connection with a fluted roller placed
within the suds box, and all arranged in such
a manner that the machine may be operated
with tbe greatest facility, but little manual
labor being required, and the clothes operated
upon in the most efficient manner.
To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention, I will
“proceed to deseribe it.
A represents & suds-boz,
‘eylindrical form, its sides « being of wood,
and its bottom.b 0f sheet metal, zine being a
eood material.- The top of the suds box may

=

“also be of zine, and ore half, ¢, of the top may -

be connected to the other half, 4, by, a joint to
Form & lid, the half d being permanently: at-
tached to the suds-box. ) -

. To the bottom of the. suds-box A there are
_attached two rockers, B B, one at each side.
These rockers are cofinegted by cross-bars ¢e,
and at each erd of each rocker there is at-
tached a strip, /; of india-rubber or other suit-
able elastic material. < These strips f serve as
stops and limit the distance or extent of .the
vocking motion of the box A, and atb the same
time prevent jars or concussions, which would
otherwise occur ab-the terminatign of each
movement of the suds-box. Each sidea of
thesuds-box is provided with an arm, g, twhich

extends'upward from the center of 1ts upper |

part. These arms g have each a sliding or
adjustable weight or counterpoise, C, fitted’

which is of semi-’

on them.- These weights or ~counterpoises
may be so arranged as to be retained by fric-
tion only on the arm g, or any suitable catches
or fastenings may be employed. .
‘Within the suds-box A there is placed.a
fluted roller, D, the journals of the shaft % of
which are fitted in bearings at the inner sur-

faces of the sides a « of the suds-box.  This

roller is allowed to turn freely, and its lower
part i$ within a short distance of the center
of the bottom b of the suds-box. The jour-
nals of-the roller-shaft b are allowed to risd {g,
a cerfain extent in their bearings in order to
admit of a vertical play or movement of the
roller D, and, if pecessary, springs may rést
upon the journals of said shaft in order to
prevent the roller from rising too readily.
The operation is as follows : The suds-box A
js provided with arequisite quantity of: sudsand

.the clothes to be washed placed into it The

weights or counterpgises C are then placed on
the arms g and adjusted or raised or iowered
on said arms so as to counterpoise the Pox A
and its contents. 'The box is then rocked, an
operation which may be performed by'a very
trifling expenditure of power, on account’ of
being counterpoised, and the clothes, by their
own gravity, are moved back and forth in the
box A and underneath the roller D, and are
snbjected to the necessary pressure, rubbing
and frietion to cleanse them perfectly, a,mi.
without injuring them. » .

. T do not elaim, separately, a rocking suds-
box for elothes-washing machines, for that
has been previously used ; but o

I do claim as new and desire to'secure by
Letters Patent— : ‘ ;

1. The semi.cylindrical rocking suds-box A,
in combinationwith the arms g g and adjusta-
ble weights or counterpoisés C O, arrapged to
operate in the. manner substantially as and
for the purpose herein set forth.

- 9, The fluted roller D, hung ot placed within
the suds-box A, so-as to rotate freely therein,
when &aid roller is uséd in connection with
the counterpoised suds;box A, as set forth.’

EDGAR CHIPMAN,

Witnesses:
o Tgos. 8. J. DOUGLAS,
.J. W. CoomBs. -



