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This invention relates to a fastener designed
to replace the thread attachment of buttons,
ornaments, fancy trimmings and the like, to gar-
ments and other fabrics and has for its object to

5 detachably secure such buttons, -ornaments,
fancy trimmings and the like, so as to permit the
ready removal of the same when the garment or
other fabric is to be laundered, cleaned, dyed, re-~
modeled, etc.

The present day practice of attaching buttons,
ornaments and the like, by sewing them on gar-
ments, such as women’s fancy wash dresses or
evening dresses, for example, creates- difficulties
for the owners in protecting the buttons, orna-
15 ments and the like, when the garments are to

be sent to the laundry or to a cleaner or dyer,

10

and the problem of providing the necessary pro-

tection becomes a serious one where the buttons
ete., are of special design and not readily re-
placeable, owing to the danger of damage, break-
age or 1oss.

Women' ordinarily meet the situation by cut-
ting -off the buttons, ornaments, ete., putting
them away in a safe place and sewing them on

o5 again when the garment is returned. While this
method avoids damage or loss by the laundry or
. cleaner, it involves & great deal of work and
bother for the women owning the garments, and
as this is of weekly occurrence for sumimer wash-
30 able dresses, blouses, etc., there is a general
demand for relief.
“'mg enable women to safe-guard the buttons,
ornaments, etc., on their dresses and other gar-
ments and at the same time save them the work
35 of cutting them off and sewing them on again,
every time they send the garments to a laundry
or cleaner, I provide a detachable fastener of
such extremely simple form, that any woman,
withont special skill or ability, can apply them to
40 the buttons and ornaments of her dresses in the
time it. would. ordinarily. take to sew such but-
tons and ornaments on the garments and once
applied, the removal or attachment thereafter of
the buttons and ornaments becomes & Very. simple
43 operation.

Reélying upon the ability of the average woman
to sew on a button, ornament or the like, I have
designed my fastener so that its application or

. Use, involves nothing more than sewing the but-
50 ton or ornament to one member of the fastener
and by placing it with its attached fastener in
proper position on the outside of the garment, it
is secured there by the other fastener member

55 0 the inside of the garment, which engages the

(CL. 24—105)

button fastener member without piercing or
otherwise damaging the intervening material.

This simple method of applying the fastener
for use, enables the women themselves to detach-
ably secure the buttons and ornaments on their
dresses, so that their removal for laundering,
cleaning or dyeing involves nothing more than
separating the fastener members.

The fastener member that is sewed to the but-
ton or ornament is shaped to adapt itself to.the
underside thread opening formation of all types
of the same now in use and may therefore be
termed universal in its general adaptability.

This member is a hollow, slightly coned shell,
open at the top, closed at the bottom and ex-
ternally threaded for engagement with an in-
ternal thread of the other fastener member.
The engagement is effected through the inter-
vening material of the garment and is such that
there is no wear and tear on the fabric, as the
fastener does not pierce the goods and by caus-
ing it to engage a comparatively great number
of threads of the fabric, the strain is evenly dis-
tributed over a greater area and is, consequently,
very much less than is produced where the but-
ton or ornament is secured by sewing it directly
on the garment.

The button member of the fastener is provided
with side and bottom openings, conveniently
placed, for the passage of a needle and thread
back and forth through the same which, at the
same time, passes through the thread openings
of the button or ornament and so secures the two
together ready for instant and continued use
for. an indefinite period without further atten-
tion. - :

The distinguishing feature of the present in-
vention is that by the simple method of sewing,
with which most women are familiar, they can
apply the fastener to the buttons and ornaments
they now have in use on their dresses and not
only: make them removable for laundering and
cleaning but also for re-positioning and for in-
terchange with those of other dresses.

In the accompanying drawing I have illus-
trated one form of device suitable for carrying
niy invention into effect but do not wish to be
understood as intending to limit myself to the
same, as various changes may be made in both
the form and details without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention as out-
lined in ‘the appended claims.

In the drawing—

Fig. 1 is an assembled view, partly in eleva-
tion and partly in section of my improved but-
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ton fastener in use. 'This view is on an enlarged
scale, with details much exaggerated, for clear-
ness of illustration, the full lines indicating the
engaging relation between the fastener mem-
bers when the button is attached to a very thin

fabric and the dotted lines indicating the rela- -

tion of the fastener members as the thickness of
the fabric is increased.

Fig. 2 is a view in perspective of that part of
the button fastener which will be hereinafter
referred to as the outer member and which is
adapted to be sewed to the button, ornament or
the like, intended to be detachably secured to
the fabric,

Fig. 3 is a similar view of that part of the
fastener, hereinafter referred to as the inner
member, which is designed to engage the outer

member, with the fabric to which the button, or- -

hament or the like is to be attached, interven-
ing, without puncture, between them, and

Figs. 4 and 5 are views in elevation, partly
in section, showing the outer member of the
fastener attached, by being sewed to buttons
having well known thread opening formations,
different from that shown in Fig. 1.

Referring now to the drawing, the buttons in-
dicated at I, in Figs. 1, 4 and 5, each provided
with a different but well known thread opening
formation, have been selected for convenience of
illustration, to make clear that the fastener has
general applicability and is not limited to any
special construction of the thread opening for-
mation of buttons, ornaments or like articles.

Secured in centered relation to the underside
of the button or like article, is shown the outer
member 2, of the fastener.

The member 2 is preferably cup-shaped, that
is to say it is formed as a slightly flaring eylin-
drical shell of sheet metal or. other material,
open at the top, closed at the bottom and pro-
vided with an external screw-thread 3 extend-
ing throughout its length.

The member 2 is made wide open at the top
to adapt itself to the underside central forma-
tion of any type of button. or ornament now in
use, by surrounding and enclosing the same, S0
as to come to a bearing against the under sur-
face thereof. As the underside central forma-
tion of buttons and the like .varies considerably,
though serving only tc carry thread openings,
no attempt has been made. to illustrate the de-
tails, as they are well known in the art.

Near the upper open end of the member 2,
and equi-spaced about the. circumference, open-

5 ings 4, 4, etc., are formed for the passage back

and forth of a needle and thread, employed to
sew the member to a button or other article
to which the fastener is to be applied.  These
openings. are made large enough to come into
practical alignment with the thread openings
of any button or ornament when the underside
formation is such that the thread openings ex-
tend horizontally or in a plane parallel with
the face of the same.

In the closed bottom of the fastener mem-
ber 2, which is preferably concaved more or less,
additional thread openings 5, 5, etc., are formed
to come into practical alignment with the thread
openings of the button or the like, when such
thread openings extend vertically or in planes at
right angles to the face of the same, enabling
the needle and thread to be passed back and forth
through the two sets of openings to secure the
member to the button, ornament or the like, as
above described. The shallow.chamber. formed
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by the concaved bottom of the member 2, is of
sufficient depth to prevent the attaching thread#
from projecting below the bottom line of the
member and forming an objectionable hump.

The inner member 7 of the fastening is shown
below or in its position on the underside of the
fabric 6 and consists of a cylindrical shell of
sheet metal or other suitable material, open at
the top and bottom and provided with an inter-
nal thread 8 for engagement with the thread of
the outer member 2, serving, in effect, as a screw-
threaded nut.

The inner member is slightly flared to corre-
spond to the flare of the outer member and is
preferably made somewhat less than half the
length of the outer member, so that when en-
gaging the latter, with the fabric of the garment
intervening, which may be thin, medium - or
thick, the inner member may be screwed up to a
point where it will come into close clamping rela-
tion with the outer member to secure the button
or the like to the garment, as shown in Fig. 1.

As a result of the frustro-conical form and rel-
ative proportions given the members of the fas-
tening, when the inner member is screwed home
on the outer member, either with or without thin
garment material intervening, the inner mem-
ber comes to the limit of its movement just be-
low the thread apertures in the outer member,
leaving ample space under the button, as re-
quired, for the additional thickness of the gar-
ment material in which the button holes are
formed. As will be seen in Fig. 1, this clearance
or space under the button increases proportion-
ately, by reason of the flared formation of the
fastener members, as the thickness of the gar-
ment material or other fabric increases.

The engagement of the fastener members,
through the fabric, can ordinarily be accom-
plished by hand but as the last half turn or so
to secure the members against working loose
may prove too much of a strain on the fingers,
I provide the inner member with an upper flange
9 of hexagonal or cther outline and g small skele~
ton socket wrench may be employed, shaped to
fit the flange. Aided by such a wrench, the
fastening can be made secure with little or no
effort,” '

In addition to the above described use in re-
movably attaching buttons, ornaments, ete,, to
garments, the invention, as herein embodied, is
adaptable, as will be evident, and without mate-
rial change or modification, to serve as a fasten-
er for any article it is desired to detachably se-
cure to a fabric serving purposes other than for
wearing apparel.

As the many important advantages of the in-
vention as well as the ¢onstruction and the man-
ner of applying the same for use, will be under-
stood . from the foregoing description, further

“elaboration of the same will not be necessary.

Having described my invention, I claim: 7

1."A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
bers provided with engaging elements cooperat-
ing to separably connect the members together,
with the fabric interposed without puncture be-
tween them, one of the members having open-
ings therein registering with the thread open-
ings of the button, and a button attaching thread
passing through the registering openings and se-
curing the button to the last mentioned member.

2. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
bers provided- with engaging elements cooperat-
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ing to separably connect the members fogether,
with the fabric interposed without puncture be-
tween them, one of the members being shaped to
enclose the underside thread opening formation
5 of the button and having openings therein regis-
tering with the thread openings of the hutton,
and a button attaching thread passing through
the registering openings and securing the button
to the last mentioned member.
10 3. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
| bers separably secured together in engaging rela-
tion by a screw-thread connection, with the fabric
interposed without puncture between them, one
15 of the members having openings therein regis-
tering with the thread openings of the button,
and a button attaching thread passing through
the registering openings and securing the button
to the last mentioned member.
920 4. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
bers separably connected in engaging relation,
with the fabric interposed without puncture be-
tween them, one of the members having openings
therein registering with the thread openings of
the button, and a button attaching thread pass-
ing through the registering openings and secur-
ing the button to the last mentioned member,
the other member being in the form of a nut
30 serew-threaded for engagement with the button-
carrying member and provided with a wrench-
shaped flange. )
5. A button fastener for attaching - a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
35 pers provided with engaging elements cooperat-
ing to separably connect the members together,
with the fabric interposed without puncture be-
tween them, one of the members being shaped and
socketed to come to a bearing against the under-
40 side of the button and enclose the thread open-
ing formation thereof and having openings
therein registering with the thread openings of
the button, and a button attaching thread pass-
ing through the registering openings and securing
the button to the last mentioned member.

6. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
bers provided with engaging elements cooperat-
ing to separably connect the members together,
50 with the fabric interposed without puncture be-

tween them, one of the members being cup-

shaped to receive and enclose the underside
thread opening formation of the button and hav-
ing side and bottom openings therein, certain of
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which register with the thread openings of the
putton, and a button attaching thread passing

through the registering openings and securing the .

button to the last mentioned member.

7. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
pers of substantially frusto-conical form, sepa-
rably connected together in engaging relation,
with the fabric interposed without puncture be-
tween them, one of the members having openings
therein registering with the thread openings of
the button, and 2 button attaching thread pass-
ing through the registering openings and secur-
ing the button to the last mentioned member.

8. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
pers of tapered form and of different length,
separably . associated in engaging relation by a
screw-thread connection, with the fabric inter-
posed without puncture between them, one of
the members having openings therein registering
with -the thread openings of the button, and a
button attaching thread passing through the
registering openings and securing the button to
ihe last mentioned member.

9. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two mem-
bers of tapered form and of different length, the
longer member having a concaved bottom and
the shorter member a wrench-shaped top, the
said members being separably associated in en-
gaging relation by a screw-thread connection,

“with the fabric interposed without puncture be-

tween them, the longer member having openings
therein registering with the thread openings of
the button, and a button attaching thread pass-
ing through the registering openings and secur-
ing the button to the last mentioned member.

10. A button fastener for attaching a sew-on
type of button to a fabric, comprising two shell-
like members of tapered form and of different
length, the longer member having a concaved
bottom and open top and the shorter member a
wrench-shaped flanged top; the said members
being separably associated in engaging relation
by a screw-thread connection, with the fabric
interposed without puncture between them, the
longer member having side and bottom openings
therein, certain of which register with the thread
openings of the button, and a button attaching
thread passing through the registering openings
snd securing the button to the last mentioned
member.
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