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The invention relates to a combined chest and bench
in which the front wall and the bottom of the chest are
in one piece and made from a material such as plywood
plate which is bent into curved shape.

In the known chest-benches the curved plate of material
is held in grooves in the side walls of the bench. The
formation of the grooves represents a relatively com-
plicated operation. These grooves in the two side walls
of the bench must be exactly alike both as regards their
position and their shape, because if this were not the
case the inserted curved plate of material would be sub-
jected to considerable torsional stresses.

Consequently the subject matter of the invention is a
further development of the known bench wherein the
curved. plate of material constituting the front wall and
bottom of the chest rests on supporting ledges on the side
walls of the bench. It has actually been found that,
due to its curvature, the wall plate bears against the sup-
porting ledges under such tension -that it is sufficient to
guide this plate on the underside by means of the support-
ing ledges and that guiding on the upper side, which can
be attained by means of grooves, is unnecessary. As a
result the advantage is attained that the curved Zrooves
can be dispensed with and it is only necessary to fix two
supporting ledges one on each of the side walls of the
bench. For this purpose it is advisable to use supporting
ledges which are of angular cross-sectional shape.

The lower edge of the wall plate can advantageously be
slipped into a groove in the back wall of the chest-bench.

The rear wall of the combination extends upwards from
the seat of the bench at an incline towards the rear
thereof. If, however, this inclination is continued in the
region below the seat of the bench, the capacity of the
chest will be reduced to an undesirable extent. It is
therefore advisable to make the rear wall of the chest
vertical. To avoid the necessity of building up the back
of the combination from an upper rearwardly sloping part
and a vertical lower part, another feature of the inven-
tion consists in making this back from a single continuous
piece of material which forms the back rest of the bench
and the back wall of the chest, the two parts being
arranged at an angle to each other so that the back rest

of the bench slopes backwards and the rear wall of the -

chest is vertical. At the same time the piece of material
Is, according to the invention, provided with reinforcing
sirips extending from the top to the bottom of the piece
and provided with notches or saw-cuts at the point where
the two parts form.the angle so that these strips can be
broken or buckled at this point to the required angle.
Other advantages and features of the invention are
hereinafter explained with reference to the accompanying
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drawing which illustrates diagrammatically and by way
of example one possible form of construction,

Fig. 1 being a part perspective view of a chest-bench
with one side wall removed;

Fig. 2 a cross-section of Fig, 1;

Fig. 3 an elevation showing the inner side of one of the
side walls, and

Fig. 4 a section on a larger scale showing the connec-
tion of three adjacent parts.

The chest-bench combination consists substantially of
two side walls ¢ and b, a curved plate ¢ forming the front
wall and bottom of the chest, and a back part d forming
at the same time the back rest e of the bench and the
back wall f of the chest.

The plate ¢ engages at g in a groove in the back wall f
of the chest. Its convex side bears against supporting
ledges & one of which is provided on each of the side
walls 2 and b of the bench. These ledges are of angular
cross-section, the angle wall Al serving to fix the ledge
to the side wall and the angle wall 42 for supporting the
curved plate c.

A reinforcing bar i on the upper edge of the plate ¢
stiffen the front wall of the chest and also ensures that
the plate ¢ bears against the supporting ledges 4. This
bar also serves as a support for the lid k of the chest
which is secured to the back rest e of the bench by means
of a hinge or similar means not shown in the drawing,

The back part d consists of a continuous plate of
material forming the back rest ¢ of the bench and the
back wall f of the chest. This plate is reinforced by
several strips ! extending from top to bottom of the back
part d. At least two such strips are provided on the side
edges of the plate e, f. These strips are buckled or bent
at an angle at the point m by means of a small incision
or the like. It is thus possible to bring them and the
plate e, f into the folded position shown in Fig. 2 so
that it is not necessary to build up the back part d from
two separate parts, namely a back rest e for the bench
and a back wall f for the chest. When it is a question
of joining together two chest-benches or of a chest-bench
with a corner piece for forming a corner bench, one of
the side walls of the bench, for example the wall b, and
two reinforcing sirips I can be located side by side as
shown in Fig. 4, with one of the reinforcing strips on the
chest-bench and the other on the corfier piece of the
corner bench., To enable these parts to be united in a
simple manner a screw-threaded sleeve n is fitted in the
middle member, that is in the side wall » and into this
sleeve two screws o can be introduced from the opposite
ends. . Consequently only a sleeve with a female thread
is necessary for connecting the three parts.

I claim:

1. A chest-bench combination including side walls com-
prising a pair of parallel spaced apart vertically extending
sheet members, a curved upwardly projecting ledge on
each member extending forwardly and upwardly from a
position near both the rear and bottom to near the front
and top on each member with the concavities thereof
uppermost, a curved plate member forming the front wall
and bottom of the chest, conforming to the shape of the
ledges with its side edges supported thereon, an integrally-
formed combined back-rest and rear chest wall having a
horizontally extending groove in its forward surface for
supporting the rear edge of the curved plate member and
extending a substantial distance above the top edge there-
of and secured to the side walls, and a seat member sup-
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ported between the rear wall and front edge of the curved References Cited in the file of this patent
plate to form a lid for the chest.
2. A chest-bench combination in accordance with claim UNI,TED STATES PATENTS
1 in which the combined back-rest and rear chest wall 35,210 BishOp oo May 13, 1862
has at least that portion which is above the seat member § 1,337,580 Ball e Apr. 20, 1920
rearwardly inclined at an angle to the bottom portion. 1,952,467 Slee o Mar. 27, 1934
3. A chest-bench combination in accordance with claim 2,808,170 Bernhard —eo oo Oct. 1, 1957
2 further including a plurality of integrally formed rein- FOREIGN PATENTS

forcing strips secured to the rear surface of the combined
back-rest and rear chest wall. 10 571,164 France e ceceeooon Jan. 28, 1924



