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The invention concerns a receptacle for use 
in irrigating the intestinal tract of colostony 
patients. 
Colostomy involves the 'Surgical removal of a 

portion of the colon, usually from 6 to 24 inches. 
An opening is made in the wall of the abdomen, 
usually on the left side, for the lower end of the 
colon, which is now shortened. In some in 
stances it is advantageous to position this open 
ing in the middle of the abdomen rather than 
On the Side. 
Colostomy patients no longer have normal 

bowel movements, and it is necessary to irrigate 
the intestinal tract periodically. Water is intro 
duced into the new opening which has been 
formed in the abdomen, and the intestinal tract 
is fiushed out. As now practiced this procedure 
is rather inconvenient. The patient leans over 
the toilet while manipulating the Syringe, and 
thereafter, while evacuating the bowels. A short 
tube of relatively large diameter is usually pro 
vided for use in bridging the Space between the 
opening in the abdomen and the toilet. 
The invention contemplates a receptacle which 

may be strapped to the body of the patient, in 
position to receive the effluent from the intestinal 
tract, and having a discharge Spout which is SO 
disposed that it may be positioned between the 
legs of the patient when the patient is in a sitting 
position. Thus the patient has both hands free 
to manipulate the Syringe, and the entire opera 
tion can be performed while seated on the toilet. 
The invention will be readily understood by re 

ferring to the following description and the ac 
companying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic view illustrating the 
method of using the device of the invention, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a receptacle emi 
bodying the invention. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view showing a modi 
fied form of the invention in which the discharge 
spout is located in the middle of the receptacle 
rather than at the side. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawing, a 
receptacle is shown which is generally rectan 
gular in shape and has a bottom 2, a front Wall 
3, a rear wall 4, a top wall 5, and a pair of Side 
Walls 6. The front wall 3 is substantially lower 
than the rear wall 4, and is curved to fit the body 
of the patient. The top wall 5 and the adjacent 
portions of the side Walls 6 are cut away at the 
front, and the top wall 5 is curved upwardly from 
the rear Wall 4 and the side walls 6. A discharge 
spout 7 extends downwardly from the right front 
corner of the receptacle. A pair of straps 8, 
which are secured at their ends to the side Walls 
6, are provided for use in securing the receptacle 
to the body of the patient. 
The embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figs. 1 and 2 is intended for use in cases where 
the opening in the abdomen is on the left side. 

() 

20 

25 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

2 
Fig. 3 shows a modified form of the invention 
Which is intended for use in cases where the 
opening is in the middle of the abdomen. In 
Fig. 3 the discharge spout 7 is positioned in the 
middle and at the front of the receptacle. 
The invention may be modified in various ways 

Without departing from the Spirit and Scope 
thereof. 
We claim: 
1. Means for irrigating the intestinal tract of 

colostomy patients comprising a receptacle hav 
ing a bottom, a front wall, a rear Wall, a top Wall 
and a pair of side walls, the front wall being sub 
stantially lower than the rear Wali and being 
curved to fit the body of the patient, the top wall 
and the adjacent portions of the side Walls being 
cut away at the front and the top wall being 
curved upwardly from the rear wall and the side 
walls, a discharge Spout extending downwardly 
from the receptacle and So disposed that it may 
be positioned between the legs of the patient 
when the patient is in a sitting position, and 
strap means for securing the receptacle to the 
body of the patient. 

2. Means for irrigating the intestinal tract of 
colostony patients comprising a receptacle hav 
ing a bottom, a front Wall, a rear Wall, a top Wall 
and a pair of side walls, the front wall being 
substantially lower than the rear wall and being 
curved to fit the body of the patient, the top Wall 
and the adjacent portions of the side Walls being 
cut away at the front and the top wall being 
curved upwardly from the rear Wall and the side 
walls, a discharge spout extending downwardly 
from the right front corner of the receptacle, and 
strap means for securing the receptacle to the 
body of the patient. 

3. Means for irrigating the intestinal tract of 
colostomy patients comprising a receptacle hav 
ing a bottom, a front wall, a rear wall, a top wall 
and a pair of side Walls, the front wall being Sub 
stantially lower than the rear Wall and being 
curved to fit the body of the patient, the top wall 
and the adjacent portions of the side walls being 
cut away at the front and the top wall being 
curved upwardly from the rear wall and the side 
Walls, a discharge spout extending downwardly 
from the middle and at the front of the recep 
tacle, and strap means for securing the receptacle 
to the body of the patient. 
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